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Thv only huterjr of HaddUagton eztont, if that wKeh wm 
drawn up by the ReT. Dr Barclay, one of the miniaten of the 
pariah, and comtnunicated to the Society of Scottidi Antiquaries 
in 1785. This article possesses gre«t mesit, and is treated in a 
more ■ystematic manner than the generality of the statistical de» 
tails ; but notwithstanding the research it ^splays, a tast fund 
of information regarding the ancient «iFairs of the burgh bae 
escaped the author's notice* It will be our endeafour, thetefore^ 
to Mppiy this deficiency ; and, as the hUst excuse Ibr tt« attempt, 
we shall only recapitulate what we stated in our prospectus re- 
garding the History of Dunbar, « that, as the high price of books 
on antiquarian subjects, places them beyond the pale of ordinary 
readers, there is stiU a Tacvum in regard to the minutifi of Scot- 



tiah historj, which these provincial deacriptions, mixed up witk 
details of a light and amusing, nature, alone can supply. 

" There is also much of a civil and domestic nature, which has 
lived its little day and been forgotten, that has acquired an im- 
portance from the lapse of time; and there are not a few inci- 
dents of a more recent date, connected with the history of the 
town, which are worthy of being resuuied from oblivion*** 

To render the volume more generally interesting, it will con- 
tain several particulars regarding the county at large, which may 
be very properly introduced along with the history of the shire- 
town. 
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There watching high the leaet alumib 

Thy rough, rude foitren glcuna aftr* 
Like lome bold yttamn grejr in vms. 

And mark'd with numy a leftmy ectrt 
The pondTrous wall and maaiy hur* 

Grim riling o'er the rugged rock. 
Have oft withetood nweUlng war. 

And oft repelled the invadei'i rtroke. 
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. CHAPTBR U 

^ere waft c day wh^ thou wort young and prduSj 
Bymcivoii hlgb iiBd fefttHi gtiTfl Udov; 
But Chey who fdugbt «^ in a bloody thitmd, 
A»d <bAM «vUch wavM are Acedki* ilQtt oe BOW, 
And tb^lileaJL tettleouiitB sball b^ur op tutore blow* 

•^ BWRON. • * 

The Casile, 

DuKB AE C«.&t]e ataods^ abort distance n^rth from the 
town in a situatiaB peculiar] v wild aad roroantk;. It . 
i3 founded upoa a reef of rocks that project toto th^. 
sea; and whlch^iQ many places, rise lik« bastions 
ttirown up by nature to guard these stern remains of. 
feudal grandeur against the power of the waves, that , 
yet force their way through rugged caverns and fis- ^ 
sures in the stone, and^ with a thundering noise^ wash^ 
its dark foundations. 

The body of the buUdings measures about one. 
hjjndred an4 sixty-five feet from east to west ; and, ^ 
in some places* two hundred and seven feet from north 
to 30uth. %hfi sputh battery^ which Grose supposes 

2 



9 BISTOKT OF DUXBAB* 

ta bailee been the citadel or keep^ is atuated on w 
detached perpendicular rock, only aceeseible on one 
nde, seventy-two feet high, and is connected to the 
main part of the casde hjs, passa^ of aaasoni^^nea- 
suring sixty-nine feet. The interior of the citadel 
measures fifty-four feet by sixty within the walls. Its 
shape is octagonal. Five of the gun-ports remain^ 
which are called ^<f the arrow-holes.^ They measure 
four feet at the nouth, and only siicteen inches at the 
other end» The buildifl^ bxs arched, and extend 
eight feet from the outer walls, and look into an open- 
court, whence they derive their light 

About the middle of the fortress, part of a wall re» 
mains, through which there is a gateway^ surmount^ 
ed with armorial bearings. This gate seems to have 
led to the principal apartments. In the centre, are 
the arms of George, eleventh earl of Dunbar, who 
succeeded his father in 1369 ; and who, besides the 
earldom of Dunbar and March, inherited the lord- 
ship of Annandkle and the Isle of Man ftom his he- 
roic mother. These must have been placed' there after 
his succeeding to those estates, as he was the first wko 
assumed the arms sculptured over the centre of the 
gate ; viz. a large triangular shield; and thereon a Ifonr 
rampant^ within a border charged with eight roses. 
This shield is adorned with a helmet, and for crest 
a horse^s head bridled. On the right are the arms of ^ 
the Bruces, and on the left those of the Isle of Man. 
Grose also notices the arms of Scotland ; but many 
of the coats are defaced by time and the storm. 

The towers had communication with the sca^ and 
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.. THE CASTLE. ... •> 

cjip low ifl many places. North-east from the front 
of toe castle is a large natural cavern, chiefly of 
black stone, which, ia the mind'^s eye, looks like the 
moujth of Af:heroD» — a place that leads to melancholy 
streams. . This spot is supposed to have formed part 
of the dungeon where prisotiers were confined;* 
which, Peanant observes, << the assistance of a little 
art had rendered a secure but infernal prison ;^ but 
^ it has a. communication with a rocky, inlet from 
the sea on the west, it is more likely that it is the 
dark j)ostern through which Sir Alexander Ramsay 
and his brave followers entered with a supply of pro- 
visions to the besieged in 1338 ; a place also well 
suited for securing the boats belonging to the garrison. 
That the castle. was invulnerable as a place of* 
srength, is proved from tlie various sieges that it .sus- 
tained ; that it was also distinguished as a place of se- 
curity, is estabKshed from the following fact : In 1497, 
IVquhard Macintosh of that Ilk, a. bold and daring 
i^n, and the chief of a powerful clan, who, along 
with Kenneth. Mackenzie of Kintail, had been guilty 
of some lawless practices in his neighbourhood, was ap- 
prehended at Inverness, by order of James IV., and 

* Gavin Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, probably conceived hfs' 

^cription of the allagorical poem of King Hun's Castle, wfa6n a 

^isoner in this draary f^lace in 1515. 

<* So cunng tbk king hhn tho^t hi* cutel ttnilc^ 
With mony toure and turrat croumt hie ; 
Atettt til* mdl tbdr mn aae want vqii4» 
{ .filak, Btinkaad*sour, andsaltasischeiey; 

• ThM0iith«witU«wbUt,gMllf fl«» 
Holding to ryis the cactell to omfouad : 
But thai within iiuud sa gxk melodle* 
That for thair reird th^ tfdcht not hdr t^ tound.^ 



6 HIST6IIY OF BtTKHAR. 

sent prisoner to the castle of Edinburgh, whence ha 
effected his escape. Being retaken in the Torwood, 
in Stirlingshirey he was sent to Dunbar, wliere he re« 
mained conffned till after the battle of Ftodden in 
1 513, and died in the jear following ; evincing, that 
thought'' rings o'airn, and boFts o' steel,'^ might be 
broken, that the fastn^ses of this stronghold were not 
so easily overeome.* 

The castle is built with a red stone, similar to what 
is found in the quarries of the neighbourhood. Large 
masses of the walls, which have fallen beneath the 
weight of time, appear to be vitrified or run together. 

The rcxsks on which the castle is situated, are of 
a darkish colour,, intersected with red and white veins, 
»milar to Lammer Crag and the isle on which Dun- 
bar Battery is built. Part of the foundation of a fort, 
which was begun in 1560, for the purpose of accom- 
modating a French garrison, may be traded, extend- 
ing one hundred and thirty-six feet in front of the 
castle. The building was, however,, interrupted in 
its progress, and demolished by act of parliament. 

In the north- west part of the ruins, is an apartment,' 
about twelve feet square, and nearly inaccessible, whicb 
tradition denominates the apartment of Queen Mary. 
' In 1801, the workmen in levelling some ground ia 
front of the Earl of Lauderdale^s house, discovered ^ 
cemetery or bitrial grou nd, containing a quantity of hui* 
man bones of vario<isages, and a number of stone balls 
of different sizes, some of them aslargeas the shot used 

* It was prabAbljdariiighis imprisomnBeiiit,. that Macinto&h wrote 
a genealogical bistocy of his family^ tracing tbeir descent from the 
earl of Fife down to 1495. 



YHE CA-8TLS. 7 

fbr twenty-four pounders; and, lately, four iron balls 
were found, as large as that used for thirty-srx pound- 
ers, in aft ApartmeDt on the south-east ude of the castle. 

The trm^ of the erection of Dunbar Castle cannot 
be precisely asQcrtmned, but it was evidently built by 
the Picts at an early period of the Christiati era. 
When these adventurers entigraited from Germany, 
they fixed their dommion m the Lothian^, from whicfaf 
the latter actjuiVed' the appellation of Pictlond. While 
the Scots delighted in hunting and war, the Picts, 
skilled in the arts which have contributed to the com- 
forts of life, began to build bouses and cultivate the 
ground. As a matter of necessity, their first consider 
ration would be, to build fortresses, to" defend them 
from the aggressions of the Soots, Saxons and Bri* 
tons ; and as Dunbar was stampt by nature a place of 
strength, and hung on the borders of the hostile conn- 
try of the Saxons in Berwickshire, it is probable that 
a fort was built here in the fifth century, if not at ft 
still earfier period. 

Betwixt the years 8S5-9, Kenneth I. of Scot^ 
land, having totally defeated the Picts in a pitched 
battle, extirpated the inhabitant^ and seizing the 
country, divided it amongst his nobles. The fortress,' 
now styled the Castle of Dunbar, was awarded' to 
ffoTy a valiant captain of the Scots, whose counsel and 
service had materially assisted in the subjugaticm of 
the conquered nation : hence, acoorditig to Holin^ 
shed, it was called Dunbar ; u e. the Castle of Bar.^ 

'* i^t%tf]aicn, 4ii« learned Atitbor of Ca1e)loi^^Mippo0e8 Dun-bar 
in the Britifth, and Dunhar in the Oaelic, to-sSgnl^Uia ibrt otnthm 
height, top, or extremity; and Lord Hailes translates it^ the top^cljgi 
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Sr HISTORY OF JDUJJUAR. 

« 

Bar wits a person of considerable consequence in 
the army^ Before acquiring the Pictish castle of 
Dunbar^ he led tliQ advanced division at the battle of 
ScooQ, when Drusken, king of the Picts, was slain, 
and his followers nearly extirpated. 

The next act of Kenneth, after destroying the 
Pictish people, and partitioning the country, was to. 
change the names of the place? ; so that were we even 
in possession of records anterior to 835, it would not 
be easy to recognise the features of Dunbar before 
that period. 

Holinshed further informs U6, on the authority of 
Boece, that a noble house or family had descended 
ffom this officer, and bore his local appellation ; accor- 
dingly* in 961, we find the men of Lothian, under 
the captains Dunbar and Grasme, discomfiting the 
Danes on the fields of Cullen; and, in 1005^ we meet 
with Patrick de Dunbar, under Malcolm II. engaged 
gainst the Danish invaders in the north, at Murthlak<», 
a town of Mar, where, in the brunt of the battle, along 
with Kenneth, thane of the Isles, and 6rim» thane 
of Strathern, he was slain. 

Here closes all that we have been able to glean of 
the history of the first family of the surname of Dun-> 
bar. It appears that Patrick, Thane of Lothian, had 
no issue, for Malcolm III. bestowed the mafnor of 
Ponbar, &c; on Cospatrick,* the expatriated earl of 
Northtunberiand, as. will be noticed in the following 
chapter. 

«oiitiftc|io|l of: CoBMft Patricius^^-^tr Jr» Scott* 
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CHAPTER II.. 



Then winn'dft lord of tlwt rtilmi 
H4 1WM tilt grmtmtvi tme m ■ > 
JBxeiDt tb« Jdaf t^ WON tltf cmni* 

HIST, or SIR oiunr^TtEu 



The Earh f^Dufibar, 

CosPATEitir,. the father of the noble fsmilgr ofDuiw 
bfur, was the soa of Maldred» the soq c^' Crioan, by 
Algatha^ daughter and heiress of Uthred prince oC 
Northumberland^ by Elgiva, daughter of Ethelrid 
king of England^ 

After the eooquest of England by WiUiam> the- 
Norman, in 1066, Cospatrick and Merleswain, with* 
other nobles of the highest rank in the north of Eng« 
land, consulting their own liberty and safety, fled to 
Scotland, carrying witli them Edgar Atheling, the 
heir of the Saxon line, his mother Algatba, with his 
sisters Margaret and Christina, and sheltered them- 
selves under the hospitality of Malicolm IIL ^ 

In 1069» Cospatrick aecompanied Edgar into £ng» 
land, and, assisted by the Danes, joined by forces, 
from Scotland, took the city and castle Of York,, 
and put the garrison to the sword ; but the same year^ 
after being deserted by the Danes, and the resources. 
of the Soots exhausted, he submitted to the English^ 
William incensed^ however^, at the repeated insurvec^ 



tions of the fierce hordes of the north, seized the sword 
and the brand, and laid waste their country from 
York to Durham.* But scarcely had the conqueror 
retired from the Nortlaimbrian temtories, when Mal- 
colm entering England by way of Cumberland, made 
great devastations along the course of the Tees ; and 
while Malcolm was thua employed^ Cospatrick ra- 
vaged Cumberland ; and, returning with great spoils, 
shut himself up in Bamborough's <^ towers, that shade 

the wave- worn steep.'* 

Cospatrick noW claib^ th6 ^^Idbifi of Northum- 
beriand in right of his aaoestors; aad purdiUMfd the^ 
fcingV coofomation of his title with « great suttinf* 
nioney^ But in lOTS, Willitm, after bia t^tum frata - 

* In a legend, which Simeon of Durham, or Tufgtti) i^lAtte on* 
this Occarion/CospvCfick is charged. with having oiliwe^ the flight 
of the bishop and bia clergy, and with bailing tahen adv&otaga, o^^ 
th^ir ahsence by carrying off the precious ornaments of their church. 
Art ancient priest of Durham, one of the company who fied to 
lloly Islimd, told Turgot a dream, iii i^cii he beheld' a' greit 
NinrtbumbriM betofi, who had.iittltristedblihap fifdwitxandbia 
company in thehr flight, sufi^ring- tb6. tomattts.^heli; .aild, in tha 
same dream, he had heard St Cuthbert denouncing woe against the^ 
earl for his sacrilege on the church. The inspiration of this dream 
was read, by the sudden death of the periton who wAs seen !n the * 
fiery abys» $ and Vheh Tin*got related this story to ^•spatrick, af. 
tor hit retreat to Scotland^ the earl was seiied widi sach hottor, ' 
that he imnaediately set oitf on ja. pilgrimage, on his naked feet^ 
to the Holy Isle ; seeking forgiveness from the saint by prayers 
and gifts. Turgot adds, that Cospatrick, after his impious conduct, 
v^as never in the sflme honourable state as before : bnt was expelled * 
from his cArldom, atid) dariug the fast of his U§Bf underwent other 
pjrivatioos* 



md «xfiidilabn agabigtScbtlMicU dcprif«di Cospatnck 
^itttB-eatldonv under prttvnce thM he imi instigaMd 
Huid asMitod! tb% imifdtM|B of Cwmkkgi the fomtr 
IffOf^tQot, ftt^ al^ tiMte .:irte h«d destvbyid the Nor- 
mans at York. The expatriated earl again sought 
-r^i^e ia SeGUhmd ; \\n as peace btfd just bten ton- 
-ehidwi. widi' JEnglapd, be wm neoastttated to repair 
vto'Fianders; On hU natutD) wbieh aopatwak plae^, 
-ItfalttolifiCanmore bestowed on him the manor of 
'Dui^tMU!, and many fair lands in the Meioo and Lo* 
'^tfauiii* * 

Goapaimk nest sigoaitsed himoilf in an expedi- 
tion agaiwBta ft>raiidabie bandttd, tdiat ittfesled tife 
•aostb^east borders of- Scotland. Having atteoked 
-them, b« alew siac hundfod^ hanged eighty, and pve- 
4»ated .the headiof thtiir comnander to the kfa^; 
:wkoy to ifeward; hii vldottr cvsated him earl- of the 
•Mi^se, 6» Maunch ; and the \BAdk of Gockbttmspath 
tweie iMstowied oq. him, by the flkigular tenure^ of 
^leariD^ jEast Lothian and the Meme of vobbeH^aod 
*on hi6.I»eajdng4u banner .ndieivdn: a bloody load of « 
rfiiloo- was pHiiMed;^ 

-. Besidoa-th^so lands ofi^e Meiise afi|d Lothkm, his 
posterity possessed the barony of Bengteley in^Aiof- 
;thund»rJaad^ >< on the<«eii«ke'Of> heiog^ inJioiotigh 
^»aiid jpufeJiofOQght between- Eng^bnd and Sootland^*^ 
-mMi €a]lideo ; xa> ta> observe the ingnn» Or egidis 

^Cthoae vbatra?ettsd»bait«Men thetiPO'kihgdomsk. : 

♦• . . . ' , 

a GroM*t Scott Ant. u Lotd HaUm coniidtn ibis to b« » 



IS BSTQKT OF M^BAE. 

This iUustriou^ person died towards the eoachistan 
of the eleventh century ; and was buried in the churdi 
-of Norham^ which bis {Kisteiitgr were bound to se* 
xure. He had three scmm^ Dotfyn, Coapatrick^ and 
vWaldeye* 

Cospatrick, second son to the feregnng, fiuccecd- 
^ed his^father in bis Soettish property, wiiile his bro- 
ibers were provided fwr in Cumberland; and is 
4»niy noted as ^enjoying the favour of the court, 
fie witnessed 4he foundation chavter of Scone by 
Alexander I. in 1115; and, in 1116, the inquisi- 
jCion made by David, prince of Cumberland, into the 
possesnons of the church of Glasgow, had among 
'Other witnesses, Cospatricius, frater Dolphini, and 
Waldef, frater suus. He also witnessed the founda- 
tion charter of Holyroodhouse .by David L in 11^8. 
Bis xank4>f*earl isnow ascertained ; Sot in USO, in 
a donation .granled to the prior and convent of Dur« 
Juim, and to the monks of^Coldang^m, of the chuv^ 
^nnd town of Edrehame mid iown of Nisbet^ he is do» 
mgned, Cospatricius Comes, frater Dilfun* The do* 
nation to Cddingham was confirmed bgr David on 
4he 46th August 11S9» on wbieb dagr Earl Cospa- 
trick diecL* 

vCospalrick, seoond^earl^f Dunbar, on aucceeding 
'lus father, confirmed his liberalities $ but having neg- 
Jected to endow the monks of Melnose^ they witb^ 
hdd that immortality which ihe notice of theur duo- , 
4ude was supposed to confer. 

• SMXaiilawr*! CaL ii« 4S9, snfl W«od^iDeiif.?ser» S»IS3» 
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tJnder the designation of Cospatricius Comes, Alius 
dospatricii, this earl witnessed a charter of David I. 
to the monastery of Newbottle, in 1140. To the 
tndnastery of Celso he gave the patronage of the 
diurches of Home, Lambden,tind Greenlaw ; and to 
the church ^t)f St. Nicholas of Home, he gave the do- 
natron of a earucate of land. He died in 1 1 47, leav. 
ing four sons; Viz. Cospatrick, Edward, Edgar; and 
Uchtred, the supposed ancestor of 4;he family of 
Bandas. 

' Cospatriclc, third earl of Dunbar, was still mofe 
nitrcifit^ent to the church than his father. He 
founded two Cistertian nunneries^ first, the nun- 
nery of Coldstream, to Which he gave half of the 
church of Layvel, and some lands in Layvel and 
Birghame; and, secondly, a nunnery at Eccles, which 
he laf gely-endowed. Besides these he cerifirmed to the 
ntinhery of Coldstream, the church of Hirs^l, with a 
earucate of land, that had been given to it by Derder 
his ^^ouifttess. He had two sons: Waldeve, his sue- 
c&Sioty and f^eitrick, wlh» inherited the manor of 
6l<eenlaw5 md Was ancestor of th« earls of Home. 

-WiakleV^j ibimb'^arl of Dunbar, Succeeded his 
father in 1166, when he confirmed the donations 
of the ehunches df Layvel imdWhiteehestet' to the 
DuUs ; and on tiie Scottish nobility and clergy, with a 
loyalty unbecoming tfam dignity, agreeing to pur- 
chase the king's Hbecation at the expense df the in-^ 
dependency of the nation, he was ^engaged with other 
Scottish nobles as a hostage. He died in 118^, leav- 
ing hy Mmu, his countess^ Patrick and Constantine; 



tibe latter of wtom k WfHtiwKl m^ h\»\^waim in 
a donation !)[> Ibt monnilisry^ GohiiilgbRWu 

To him jwceeeded Pft^rWk* fifth wrl of Duster, 
os\ whom WilKwi I., in 1184, p^lfF i» ^*tit«d« 
for Ihe wrrk^ of hia C^thtrt bestowed Ad«ft one 
of his mtuidl daughters, m mai^nagp. AImmkI 
the HiA of the Iw^lh century, he^b^ tb« offieei of 
justiciary of LWbia^Aad k^sfier of Be?wk*i* a^ 
in 1900, he attended WiUtlu]| ^ I4011 lioflotm 
when he did homagef to John for his lands la £fll|^ 
iMd; b<i^iiilS14»th^9&9tle«>fPtH9^«Ubtbc^r98t 
ci the Ungd^mlvcwrcfdlbft v4NPgMico#f tb^JSng" 
liahpr^A^. To r^bfttetheiiifQiidftQifsdi^hy^A^ 
ander into C:«^4 Bsm? llh JMPiilsd fSooilwd 

iTids ai p9«erf«k wnty» md torii th^ Vv«ii ^ndotttd^ 
oTBsrniieku HknottMtQini^ maoiithft fQii^»s%i^^ 

Bunhar ; teik l«dtt« it wq^ff^'^JUa^ ^ ^^ ^^^^ 
the : mantxjr lo tdie^ vdUsjof Ha ddiftBte ii^ IMI^ mwmn 
ed fameiclrda. 

In ISX^ E»dBrtisisli&wded JiLi9Plia$tMy#f B«A 
ISmavain Pisabar^ whUk is wave inHi^avljr hq^mI 
in em cpdMaatical dsrtttwfwit^ vUfo Adiw bj« 
cotipMa^fimided A£i0terti(m awiMnrynt SjiJBi9tlMi& 

Hidyburtan^ aida«iinmteof tend iRlfalMiiilfbfiik^ 

♦ Chal. €tL il. 240. Iti 11^9, when -Ae bri'dge 6t Btsrvrtck 
was carried iwr^by tflciQA W»g ^N^Hlaw diswted » ]pre^p#to^ 
the evAor Bii«taft:i|iA fiMtet of^««kb.(^isliii|Hife 

vft^ sIm^kM tl^n Imsfiiyf on lus:lt«B0i; «hei»14 9>^ hm jpm^ 

hao48 bst.w^n tJWPe of liis ^u^iiMripr | and^ in that J^ure, swear 
fealty to him«— Hume^s £ng. i. 
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wih ^WPilBkWl piihiiigfi iMnfttmiM ylit M4 tte 
Seali^gOA («MDtftt« pflMM) of kb nieB of PMstik. 
ton ;;«^to the dmttto of Mdioitv^ ke f«ve aU tbe 
«HMela»hi«t^omi#kMftildtiill»Liirier( and to 
tlHf «ftftMs 9SD9ybmfgbL fha landi ^ IlnMliy^ and 
t^#oc bo¥af0f ^ kMd ift Enildoiiit 

Wbw tte papat k^sXB had tentad tfat qoftwtnii 
8ieri!»iri9dligbe^RrMi Akscaa^ Haoiy, tb* ftnatr 
received ki^ iiiai«ia^ Jmh, tUtar ta iha httar^ on 
which occasimi Patrick accompanied the king lo 
York aa a witiMiHi t6 Oia naatriuioi^l tratraet This 
U9Qft I^ace iti ISiil. Attd, ill 1«91» frimlliia nnmift. 
eoit HoUiHnaii waa a^ck^ in yeara, vith a Tiaw id 
pCRTt wilfi the W€fM IB gdod Mbwabip, be inTiaod hia 
tihydnm^ rdatfoiis, iHd iieiglib(Mira» to ipand Aa feaiK 
titi^ of ChriiHAoB at the caMle of Dtiihar* Om tbe 
ostpiry 6r fo^r ^bqra> ha amit fbr hia itiation Ae Ah^ 
boc of M^oaa ; aiad, halting iMuk bia gsiasia aad tfae 
world a last aidietlt, ftceived AU^oma unotkm agrai* 
sMf €0 tbe fbrnii of the Romidi duoobi after wUrit 
he assumed the monaaiic habit. 

This YeAerdMe pertfa» eqoyed die oartSom fifly 
j«aH| aaddiadtoISSSf wbaa^ha waaboriadaneng 
the nuiK in theoonvtat ehufeh of Baaia% which hia 
gratkdftither had founded. | By hit eminlesa, Adi» 
who died in ItSOO^ he had. twasons^ and a daughter ; 

4( '* The monkg of Mclraw loved gude kaU 
Ob rDda|%, Ivben fbey fiorted: 



A« tang M their ndffhbmtn Uited.*— Old BilUd. 

t Chsl. CaL ii. 240. f IbM^. 341* 
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Tiz. Patrick, wli0.8ueoee(|ed bim, and Williaiii,^.de<^ 

signed fiiius GomitU Patriqii» ia a donation to the 

monasteiyof Kelso, in 1241, who died in 125S ; and 

Ada^ who got frpm her father the lands of Homq, 

and waa laarded^ firftt^ to a gentleman of the name 

of Courtenay, by whom she had no issue; and, $& 

rc6ndIy,to her coUsin, William, son of. Patrick, before 

laeaAioaed,. who, assuming the napie of Home from 

his wife's estate,^ laid, the ^foundation of that border 

<eian«"f*.. ; 

; Patriek, sixth earl of Dunbar, succeeded his father 

in 1281, at the age of forty-six. . Like his predeces- 

'sors he eourted the favpur of the church, and grant- 

.ed a mesQuage- in the burgh of Dunbar to the monks 

.of Dpyburgh ; .and to tiie caixons of the same place,; 

an anauity of a mark of silver in support of th^ir 

church) on condition that they offered prayers for th|& 

safety of the souls of King William, of his own 

.fiuher and. mother,, ^d of his wife ;. while to tl^e 

monks pf Melrose, he renounced his claim tp some 

disputed marches in .lowejr Lauderdale; j; ; 

^ Ii^ I235> Patirick took the field in an ^xp^ditipn 

* In 1240i the bones of the abbbts of Mdrote, that lay in %be 
entrance of ^he chapter* fao«s9, were takjem u^k and. more decent]^ 
. buried in the eastern pact of the chapter house ; all, eaLceptipg Uie 
bones of St Walter,, whose sepulchre was. opened, and his body- 
found crumbled to dust. Those who wtre present carried' bff 

some of the small bonea. One of the company was William, son- 

» 

to the earl of Dunbar, and nephew to the king, a knight of greafr 
fame. He begged and obtained one of the saint's tdeth, by which 
he is said to have wrought many cures !^— Grose's Scots Ant. i« 12S. 

t Wood'fe Doiig. Beer. ii. 168. . 

I Aa extensive forest anciently occupied the whole country lyin^ 
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a^juaflSt the OiJiii^patfi^.. Tbe Scolfiib amj^ under 
the eemtBittd of Patrick^Mrlef Dtulbiry logethAr wilh 
A4ti% aMml ^r M«troee^ Md Gilbetty a mrak of 1^ 
donveiU^ (hittly iMde bUhot> of Qdloway,) routBd the 
rd^ltoiioGifttwegMllMi iriAi gfeot tioogliter^ by wiricb 
trazrqutUity wa^ ftslorad to the kkigdovH oad thr 
dao^btert of Aleii io their fither'e domdiuL^ 

The decri of Dtmbar acobmptnied AleWdder II* 
to York) and wfte a witnoM aad guaraotee of hie 
treaty witk Henfy Il.f ul 1SS7. In 1%4SL, ao uafoiu 
tixmlte OcGonefioe'loek plne^- opoii irifioh the earl of 
DaitUlr and od>er noUetBen denanded jtmioe of their 
princ^; At ^ rc)ya{ tomtiament held at Haddington, 
the yoting earl of Atllol>o^ei^tbNw Walter, the chief 
ofthefitBii^f oft&eKseelei. To re?eiy thie ali wB t, 
the sarnie night the lodgii^ of the earl wane wet on 
fir^ and h4i irHH srvintet of hie ftiendSi was either 
stain ot btsmt to d^hl*. The kkig.endcatouied in 
vain tobiing ibis air deiocte assault foa reguhv triaL 
The comhinalion of the Canung^ and other noUes 
ageinst th# Biseetr was so spongy that the ktter were 
obliged to abandon their covntry. On thboceasion^ 
tite mA ef^ Danbait^ (whoni Lord Hailes ealle the 
mtm po#«fftii beeoa of tb^ sbntbeni diairiete,) pat 
himself at the bead of the nobles Whd dettunded re^ 
tribution.! 

Shortly after this a£ur the earl of Dunbar was sent 
tO' 8ttbd«ie the rebdUone Thane of Argyle, who an* 

sdrlliwd of th» Tweed, betiretn tlie nwm GaI* and l<«adtr. The 
ancient d)>mainft of the eerU of I>imi1m9 wid March, Uy on the east 
of tliia wild object of Arcquent conquest.— ChaU CaL iL 124* 

• Ridpatl^'a Bosd, Hist, f HoUnahe^. i ChaU CaL ii. USi^ 
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noyed the people on the borders of his territories^ 
Patrick reduced the thane to such extremity, that be 
was glad to sue for forgiveness from his prince, with 
a cord tied round hiis neck, in- token^ of submission.^ 
The earl of Dunbar held the first rank among the 
twenty-four barons who guaranteed the treaty of 
peace with England in 1244.f' But he had not long 
enjoyed his peerage, when he was destined to fall a 
martyr to one of the fanatical expeditions of that age: 
At the council of Lyonss held by Innocent IV., for 
the purpose of excommunicating Ferdinand II. from 
the crown of Sicily, a crusade was decreed, for the 
quixotic purpose of recovering the Holy Land from 
the infidels, to be beaded by Louis IX. of France; 
Alexander sent several chosen bands to assist his ally 
in this mad adventure, under the command of the 
earl ef Dunbar, Lindsay of Gleaesk^ and Stewart of 
Dundonald, whom Holinshed characterizes as cap^ 
tains of great wisdom, and of perfect experience in 
feats of chivalry. Patrick, however, was not destined 
to return ; fbt he died in 1248^ at the sieg« of Da«>. 
mietta in Egypt.f 

On his marriage with Eqphemia, daughter of 
Walter, high steward of Scotland^ he got the landa , 
of'Birkenf^de in Lauderdale^ 

• Holinshed's Chion.. f ChaL Cal% ii. 242; ' 

^ Previous to his departure, in IQ47, it is said, that he sold his 
equicTtim o» stud, which hek«pt in ihe Leader- haughs, to the monks- . 
of Melrqse, to defray the expense of his journey ; but as his opu« 
lence is unquestionable, it is evident, that he sold his stud\ taaw>id 
keepings an unnecessary establishment in his absence^ 
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CHAPTER Iir^ 



Hie king of Xi»8e».ln lummer tyde»- 

Puft up with power and michtf 
iiuided in Mr Scotland cbe yle* 

With mony a hardf knicht. 
The tydings to our gude Scots king* 

Caom as he aat at dyne* 
With noble chiefs in braif array, 

Dilnkittg the blud«rreid wine. 

HARDYKNUTE. 



^^ » 

Thomas the Rhi/iner,'^Tlie Prophecy. 
Patrick, seventh earl of Dunbar, succeeded his/ 
ftither in 1248. In 1249» he did homage for hi&* 
lands in England to^ Henry IIL; and durkig the- 
t-urbulent minority of Alexander III. he was one of. 
the chiefs of the English faolion. The youth of tber 
prince, (who, on his accession to the crown, wa»i 
only nine years of iage,)' afforded room for^ intrigue 
among these nobles who contended for the mas«^ 
tery. The Cumings were at the head of a p^wer-^ 
All party, with their ftiends Ross and Baliol as 
nominal regentsy while the earls of Dunbar, Stralhern 
and Carrick, were at the head of the English/ 
faction. To propitiate Henry, the marriage be- 
twixt the Scottish prince and his daughter wis- 
9oon consolidated ; but new grievances arose. The 
voung queen espemlly^ complained of her. soli-^ 
tary confinement in the castle of Edinburgh, where 



90 BI9TOST OF XnrKBAB* 

iBhe was debarred the embraces of her husUand. Hen- 
ry, who wished if possible to reconcile parties, and to 
obtain milder treatment for his daugbter,,4iespatehed 
ambassadors to the Scottmb court r but while the rea- 
gents with their associates, the Cumings, prepared to 
hold a parliament at Stirling, the earl of Dtmbar sud* 
dealy surpnsed the cattde of Edinburgh, and deliver- 
ed the royal piur from their conBnement. The ob- 
noxious party was now removed from their offices in 
the state, and the earl of Dunbar and his confede- 
rates were Constituted tegents of the kingdom, and 
guardians of their youthful sovereigns.* 

This regen<;y was howler dissolved in li&S^ and 
the CumiBgs agaia got possession of the king and 
qutfen^ In the new rqjency the earl of -Dunbar had 
BO plaee^ but,> in If60, he was one of the Scottish! 
noUeswho demanded, and received security of Hen^ 
ry, to deliver the Scottish queen and her infant al 
ber fatherV court'f' 

In 1260^ eari Patnck, who* bad hitherto been^ 
actively emptoyed in the field of politics, was seized 
with the pious spkis of hia predecessors, and founded 
a monestfiiry fot Carmelites or WbiH^ Friars in Dun«- 
bar, wbkh^a wHt bav^ oecaskm to noiiee in the ec* 
eiesiasUcal pdrtion of this votutae. 

The samvyear^'the Danes and Norwegians,, takmg- 
advantageof a famine m England and Scotland, ar^ 
nved before the town of Ayr, on tk^ ftrst of August,, 
wkh^ a fleet of • hiiacbed and sixty sh'^ Havti% 

« Ridpath's Bord. Hist» 145.. ^ ^^^ CaU u. 243;. 



THOMAS TSE BHTMKB. tl 

subdued the isles of Arran tmd Bute, they took the 

castle of Ayr, and proceeded on their victorious 
marcb^ whea Alexander^ with an army of 40,000 
xsjeDj opposed their progress in the vicinity of Largs. 
A desperate conflict ensued » in which the invaders 
nir^re completely routed. Th&left division, consisting 
of the men of Lothian, Fife, the Merse, Berwick and 
Stirling^ was led on by the earl of Dunbar, who was 
severely wounded in the encounter.* So decisive was 
this victory, that it was the last time that those 
Gauls of the thirteenth century disturbed our •< chicfa 
in braif array, drinking the blude-red wine.** Pa- 
.trick next accompanied the earls of Athol and Caiv 
rick to subdue the Western Isles to the allegiance 
of the crown ; and, in 1^66, when Magnus of Norway 
ceded the Isle of Man and the Hebrides to the 
.Scottish king, he had the honour to append his 
seal to the treaty ; and, further, in 1^1, when, in 
consequence of a diminution of the royal family oF 
Scotland, a marriage was concluded between the in* 
iants Margaret of Scotland and Eric of Norway, he, 
.with his son, was amongst the nobles, who swone 
that the marriage-contract should be fulfilled ;f and, 
in 1S84, the earl of Dunbar was second in the list of 
thirteen earls, who signed a reqiusition on the mar- 
riage of Alexander III. 

Thomas Lermont of Ersildun, the celebrated bard 
and prophet, (commonly called The Rhymer), visited 

• Holinshed. Maitland's Hist. i. S92. 
f Chalmers* Cal ii. 2.43. 



Danb«r in 1^85, and flN^mtd to the eftri^Uie sudkkii 
death of Alexander IK., who was killed bj ttMi^ 
ftom his horse on the sands of Elnghoim. 

We are eiirumstamially infiMtned by B0wer»* thoti 
en the night preceding the king^a death, Tbofliaa^ 
bavitig arrived at the^ castle of Dunbar^ wa» in^ 
lerrogated by the eari, in the jocular manner he wat 
wont to assume with the prophet, if to4nonoiir 
should produce any remarkable event, to which th^ 
band, while coining events east their shadows befor^ 
replied, in the mystical language of prophecy : *^ Alafi^ 
for to-morrow, a day of calamity and Bsisoi^ I Before 
the twelfth hour, shall be hettfd a blast so vehe- 
ment, that it shall exceed those of every formeir 
period. A blast which shall strike the nations with 
amazement^ shall reduce those who heat it to a 
stat^ of msepMbility ; shall humble what is proud^ 
and what id fierce shall level with the gn)tmd i The 
aoti^t wind and tempest that ever wai^ heard of in 
Scdtland.* After this prediction, which wai^ left to* 
be fuffilled either by accident or the weather, ll'bomas 
retired. Next day, the earl and bis compani<m^, ha* 
vtng continued in wateb till the ninth hour, without 
discovering any unusual appearance in the riemi^nta,. 
began to doubt the present powers of the tooth^yer,. 
to whom << the sunset of life had given mystical lore^^ 
and having ordered him into their presence, upbraid- 
ed him as an impostor, and hastened to enjoy thehr 

* Walter Bower, abbot of St Colm, wat bom at Haddington, In. 
}SS5. He waa oontiniiator Of Fotdun^ a& writeifVf the Scotichto^ 
vicasu 
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v^eted ]:ep¥iit } but his lord^Iup had scarce! j pbwed 
fahD»^lf M tiibk^ iod tjbe band of the dial poiDted to 
the hour of nQoii» vhen an express, covered with foam, 
appeared at the castle-gate, demanding an audience. 
On being inlierK^ted, be exdaioayed : *< I do indeed 
>^ng news i but of a lamentable Vind, to be deplor- 
^ by the whole realm ci Scotland ! Alas, our 
renowned king» has ended his fair life at King* 
born." «< Thk^'^ csried the prcphet, gathering imnselC 
4ip in ikft ^pkik 4f m^i^us veracity, *< this is the 
eeaiifaful wind and dreadful tempest, which shall blow 
m^ a calainity and trouble to the whole state of Uie 
whole reahn of Seotland*"^ The messenger paused, 
while the. earl and liis eomponions,, rousing themselves 
as from a dream» beat their br^ials in the a^pmy of 
despair, and acknowledged that the prediction of 
4^ Bt^mer bad been too fSutaUy verified.* 

• Holintbed. Irriiig^B Uvee Scots Pods, L «S9. 

The earls of I>unbar were imeiysl pro|^rifilors^of "Sfsfldan, 
(oow called Earltton^} a Tillage «esr Ife^Fose, h«m the twelAh 
century tl^ I435» These opuleqi Xwrons granted v^riotts portions 
of their doraaki of guflAm to sMrerai ttmfiU in fti^ amoiigsc 
tko most itevwilcable^eC i^Mcfa W9M llionist tbQ JHiTiinr.— Chal. 

Cai. iL^aaai 

7)it foU(9wl|i& fV9|)]ie<^ Vj fSnlkertoa mjfstf^fi^ ^ twve been 
delivered to Black Agnes by Thomas the Bl^Bwr; kait Sir Wal- 
ter Scott proves, that Ae iKhymer-was d^ad when the herolip coun- 
tess .Md b» Metis vUjbi a* auMk ala*3r% 1^ miilM» hs y aifer, have 
bfen delivcrod to ber>|Httdeee8sor» when Am bard v t iUs J Dunbac 

Xfl CoufUetse de Donbar dama^de a Thonfosdis EtmAilineg^uani la 
g(*erre. d* BwiCfi jtrendreit Jynp. J^jfi Ta ^J^^mAVt «* ^!fU 

" When man i« iniule a kjrng of a fispyed BUB. 
When man la lever otheriiMncs thyng tlAa VU <m«n* 
When loadeis foratf and ftmt U field* 
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On the unfortunate death of Alexander, it was 
found necessary that the administration of pubKc af- 
fairs should be vested in six guardians Ti^hile Mar* 
garet remained in Norway, or until the queen dowa- 
ger, who was then pregnant, should be delivered 
of an heir to t4ie trrown. The latter Iwpe failed ; 
upon which, the infant daughter of E*Hc was hailed 
queen of Scotland. A powerful party of the nobles 
were, however, averse ta a female administration ; and 
as the earl of Dunbar had married the daughter of 
the competitor Bruce, we need not be surprised that, 
with his three sons, he associated himself to support 
that interest. He did not five to witness the desola- 
ting scenes tbat were destined to fall on his devoted' 
country, but departed this life about the advanced 
age of seventy-six years, in 1289. 

By Christian, only daughter of Robert Bruce, he 
Jiad three sons, Patrick, John and Alexander.* 

^Vhen hares kendin (T the faeP stoa. 

When WyMind Willie weres togeden. f^ 

When men m^kes stables of kyrkn ; and stelcc cai tlc« with ttye%. 

When Rokesboroughe nyi no burgh, and market is at Fonvyleye. 

"When ibealde is gsn, ant the newe la oone that doue ooht.' 

When Bambourne is donged with dede men. 

When men ledes men in ropes to buyen and to sellen. 

When a quarter Of whaty whete is cfaaunged for a oolt of ten nurkec 

When prude piikesj and pees is leyd in prisoun. 

When a Scot ne may'hym hide aw hare in fasmtt tlurt the English n« • • 

shall hirm fynde. 
When rycht and wnmge astente the togeders> 
When laddes weddeth lovedies. 

"Vnien Soottet flea Mfcste, that* for flrate of ship, try drowneth himselve. 
When shall this be? 

i 

Nouther in thine tyme ne in mine ; 
Ah comen* antgone. 
Within twenty winter ant one.* 

Finkerton's Ant. Soots Poems, who qi»»es M0. Httldan Lift. 

♦ Wood*8 Doug. Peer. ii. 16^ 
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H eoBMill oyit, yaim'ChoehC'lk wm fv'bcgc, 
' In Saoct Jhonstoune jat It siUd luJdjm bt* 
Atwmblit yar Clerk, Bteowa. and Bownigi** 
Boe Conpatilk wald noehteomM yalrcaU* 
'SUA in Danticr, and maid tooni at jalm alL 

BUf Rt THE If UfBTREI, Book tIIL 



Edward L'^SaHU ofDufibar. — WixHace. 

Patkipk, eighth earl of Dunbar and Maxch, ^surna* 
ined Black-beard,) succeeded to the honours and pos- 
sessions of his father at the mature age of forty-seiren. 
He was iminediatejiyxalled into public exertion ; and 
ly^peared at the parliament at Brigbam in 1S80, for 
the purpose of betrothing the princess Mai^^aret to. 
the son of Edward I. ; where he is called Comes de 
Marchia, being the first time the earls of IXinbar' 
ar« designated by that title. But their hopes were 
disappointed by the death of the yonng queen on 
her Toyage to Scotland. No sooner had the news 
reached that country than several competitors laid 
claim to the crown ; amongst whom was the earl of 
Dunbar, as the great grandson of Ada, daughter of 
William the Lion. The others were, Eric, king of 
Norway^ (as heir to his daughter the late infant 
queen) ; f*lorenoe, «arl ^f Holland, William de Yes* 
cy, Bobert de Pynkeny, Nicholas de Soules, Patrick 
^alythly, Boger de MandeviU^ 'John Hastings, 

c 
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Willam de Ros, John Comyn, John Baliol, Bobert 
Bruce ; and Edward I. of England.* The compe- 
titors submitted their respective claims to the English 
monarch, and bowed to his dedsion. He awarded the 
disputed sceptre to Baliol, whom he doubtless consi- 
dered the most cpnvenient tool. 

In 1S94, Edward having summoned the earl of 
Dunbar, and other Scottish nobles, who had estates m 
England, to assist him in the recovery of Gascony 
from Philip, Baliol, on this occasion, seemed inclined 
to conciliate the wishes of the nation, and evaded 
the demands of the English monarch ; but the eark 
of Dunbar and Angus, Robert Bruce the elder, and 
Bruee, earl of Carrick, swayed by private revenge 
rather than tlieir country's weal, swore fealty to Ed- 
ward at Werk, on the ^th March* 1296. On this 
occasion the earl of Dunbar had his forfeited lands 
aiul:tenetnents in England restored. 

.. Edward, with a powerful arniy, proceeded to Scot- 
land, and the town and castle of Berwick speedily 
sarrendered to his arms. But while the earl of Dun- 
bar^ with the Bruces and thrir adherents, aided the 
Bngtisb, his heroic countess, as wishing to play a dou- 
ble game, still retained the castle of Dunbar, and de- 
Tmrered it to the leaders of the Scottisbf army. On 
tba apprpach of the enemy, they ekiiltingty spread 
tbeir banners,* and, in illusion to the dress of the Eng- 
lisb, exclaimed : <^ Come hither^ ye long-tailed hounds, 
and twe wiii cut dfcyoor tafls fi>r ydu {"^ Tbb brava-^ 



^/Kbwever, was unhfippHy Uianged on the def^tof 
'Aeir countrymeti, 

Ed^^fd despatched the earl of Warrene with 
•12,060 men to lay siege to Dunbar, which was de- 
fended by the iSbwer of the Scottish nobMity.* But 
"the garrison were so much reduced, that they beg- 
-ged a cessation of hostilicies for three days, in order 
^faftt they might have time to inform fidiol of their 
situation. 

The Scdts, sensible of the importance of this for- 
tress, which, if taken, laid their country open to the 
enemy, advanced with, their miun army, under the 
command of the earls of Buchan, Lennox, and Mar, 
to its relief. This formidable army which conristed 
of 40,000 men, was seen the third day after the 
message was sent to Baliol, << clad in burning arms,*^ 
descending from the high ridges of the Lammer- 
fnoors, near Dunbar.-f- 

Warrene, undaunted by the superior Mmbers d£ 
\he Scots, left part df his army to blockade the CaHle, 
while he hastened to meet them. The English hav- 
ing to descend into a valley, (probably Oswaldean, a 
glen near Spot,) before they could reach the Scots, 
the latter set up a loud shout of exultation, and 
caused their horns to be sounded ; but when \^ar- 
renne emerged from the glen, and advanced undis- 
mayed against their formidable front, the undiscip- 
lined troops fled before him, and were pursued with 

* Hume's Eng, K. 

t One of Uie MSS. of Fordun says, that this hatda was fooght 
near Spot— Ridpath, 



-^ . HISTORY 0* DVVBAB. 

great slaugbter as far ag Selkirk forest. The loss ^ 
the Scots on this occauon was estimated at np 
less than 20,006 men, of which 10,00Q were ^lain.^ 
To account for this unusual slaugbteri it wa^ thought 
that the earls of Athol and Mar. who w«re of the 
Brucian party, purposely abandoned the field to Edr 
ward, while it was reported that Bruce, in conse^ 
quenoe of a secret conference before the battle, bad 
influenced his friends in the Scottish army to flee oq 
their closing with the enemy ; by whick meana^ their 
brethren were so disconcerted, that they threw away 
their weapons, and were easily vanquished.f . 

Next day, Edward, with the main body of th^^ 
English army, reached Dunbar, and compelled the 
garrison to surrender. Among the prisoners taken v^ 
the castle, were the earls of Ross> Athol,. and Mon». 
teith; the barons John Cuiiiyn, William St Clait^ 
Bichard Seward and John Mowbray ; besides tbese^. 
thirty'^ne knights, one hundred esquires, and . tlie 
two clerks, John de Somerville and William de St 
Clair, were also taken, and sent into close Cflalbement 
to different castles in £qgland.| 

Edward pursued his victorious march, and, having 

• Sir Patrick Graliame o/ Kincardiq^ f?]l in t^is battle S8^ 
April 1296, wher^ he viai^tained his station, and died applauded b^ 
Ilia enemies, a goodly knight^ all dressed in harness meettv-DaN 
yymple's Ann. L 261. 

. Sir David Graham of Dundafl^ his father, witnesa^d a donatJQii 
of Patrick, earl of Hardii to the monastery of CokU/igham^ in 
226a 

f Holinshed, i. 

\ Fordun says, that many kiightt and baroni fled firom the \mi^ 



crossed the Forth^ the (own ct Perth, nd the castles 
of Dundee, Forfbr, Brecfam and Montrose, speedily 
surrendered to his arms. Terrified into submistioa 
by this rapid soccess, Baliol, with the nobles attached 
to him, hastened to appease the mvth ef the English 
despot; and, alPeir days afterwards, at Kincardine, 
made an absolute surrender of the crown and king- 
dom which he -so unworthily held. 

Happily, at this critical period^ when monarchy 
seemed extinguished in Scotland, a spark riring slow- 
ly in the vale of Ellerslie, grew brighter and bright* 
er, till it roused, like a flash from heaven, the expir- 
ing embers of the oountry^s liberty. The fire of 
freedom expanded iti the breast of Wallace, who took 
up arms to vindicate his country^ honour and redress 
its wrongs, and aflef some partial suocessiss, he wa^ 
elected warden by a majority of his countrymen. But 
it was reserved for posterity to appreciate his charac- 
ter. Those in the Brucian interest watched the mo- 
tions of Wallace with suspidob, abd the earl of Dun- 
bar absolutely refused to attend a meeting of the 
states at St Johnston. Notwithstanding the estates 
jifromised t6 forgive what was past, on the interference 
df Wallace, it is said of the earl, that 

'< licfatly be leuch, in scorn as it bad been, 
And said he had sic metaage Bddom aeeA, 

tie to the castle of Dunbar, but were deUverad hj the treachery of 
Eicfaard Seward, the kec|ierj to alani^tcr. He adds, that Edward 
caused them all immediately to be put |o diUbfent kinds of deaths. 
But this last circumstance is extremely hnprobable^ and does not 
i^ea #itb What tlia mmm aatbor els^mkaam tialea in hSa verses on 
tho battle, (voL ii> 16<r.) wheta ba wyi, <h< alytiyafi wiw lplpriaon» 
ad.— .Btdpath, 199. 

c3 



80 :«i8TOBT or BirVBAK. 

Tluit Wallace now m Oo m m o u r mH ryng» 

Vi^re 15 gi:et f«nla •€ • gude prince or king ; 

Hut King of Kyll I can nocht undentand^ 

Of him I held never a ftif of land ; 

That Bachiller TVowit, for fortoan eeliawit her quhdl, 

Tbarwitb to lest, it saU noelit lang be weflLt 

Bot to you, lords, and ye vill undentand, 

I make you wyra, I aw to mak na band» 

Ala fxe* I am in tlfis regioun to ryng 

Xiord of mine awne^ as erer was prince or Eingp 

In UiglaAd' als giet part of land I bai( 

Ma rent thairof thair will no man me craif. 

What will you mair, I warn you I am free* 

TSor your sumounds ye get na mair of me." 

Hevbt's Wallacv, Book viii.*' 

The patuot-h^Kv could not brook the taunting epi- 
thetof King of Kyle^and^as Dunbar had despised his 
friendship,, he vowed that one of the two should die ; 
and, therefore, with two hundred men w^nt in pur^ 
suit of the haughty baron.. Wallace was joined by 
Robert Lauder at Musselburgh, and afterwards by 
Crystal of Seton. They were met at Linton by Squire 
Lyle, who Snfosmed. them, that the earl had made hi& 
gathering at Cockbumspath, and was on his march 
to Dunbar. Lauder was in a hurry to get thither; 
but Wallace, with all the di£Bdence of a great man^ 
thus compliments Patrick r 

,** We may at laysar ride^ 
With yoQe power he thinkis bargane to bide; 
And of a thing ye sail Weill understand 
A hardier lord is nocht into Seotland; 
Hiirbt bf bf made tiew ttedlast till a 



• This history, the Seottish historians generally follow, but (to 
not iffioptf saya tfat autlwr of Cpl f do n ln. 
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COXIAT WITH WALLACE* SI 



Be wit and foret be can do nMikill thing: 
Bot wilfully be likst to tjne bintelL' 



»» 



Wallace encountered Patrick in a field near In* 
nerwicky where the latter had assembled nine hun* 
dred men. The patriot-hero with half that number, 
compeDed the earl, after a terrible conflict, to retreat 
to Cockburnspath, while he fell back on Dunbar; 
but finding the castle without provisions, and the 
garrison wede away with their lard, he gave it in 
charge to Crystal of Seton, and went in pursuit of 
the fugitives. 

In the mean time the earl of Dunbar had gone to 
Northumberland, to solicit the aid of the bishop of 
X>arham ; but bis ost^isible reason, says the Min- 
strel, was ^ t4> bring the Bruce free till his land.^ 
Vessels were immediately sent from the Northuni-. 
brian Tyne to blockade Dunbar, and cut off supplies 
from the followers of Wallace, while the earl, with 
S0,000 men, hastened to retake his fortress. 

Jn the interim the champion of Scotland had re- 
paired to the west in quest of succour, and returning 
by Yester, he was joined by Hay and his chosen 
cavalry. With 5,000 men he marched to the sup* 
pprt of Seton, while the bishop of Durham, who 
bad remained at Norham with Bruce, came to the 
assistance of Dunbar, and riding through Lammer- 
moor, threw himself into an ambush near Spott-moor. 
By this unexpected movement, Wallace was com« 
pletely hemmed in, when Seton fortunately came 
to his relief. The two armies closed in mortal strife. 
The Soots pushed on so furiously against the sputh* 
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rons in the Uoody game, that they were jttst about 
to fly, but Patrick was 



^ £• craell of mtcnt. 
That aU hit host tuk of bin harduneat;'* and 
** Thraticb bis awne band be put mony to pain.** 

The desperate valour of the Wallaces, the Ramsays, 
and. the Grahams, was of little avail against the su« 
perior force of the English ; so that when the am«i 
buscade of Kshop Beik appeared, they were on the 
pmnt of retiring. Dunbar singled out Wallace amidst 
the throng, and 

** Heraat the plait with hisscharp groundyn daiff 
Throucb all the stufi; and 'wouAdit him som deill.'* 

The hero returning the blow with sevenfold ven* 
geance, clove down Maitland, who had thrown him- 
self betwixt the two adversaries. Wallace's horse 
was killed beneath him, and he was now on foot, 
dealing destruction to his enemies, when 

,«< j^rle Patrick than, that bad gret craft in war, 
With spears ordand goid WaUace dbun to bear ;** 

But five hundred resolute warriors rescued their 
champion, and the war«worn armies were glad to re- 
tire. 

The same night, Wallace traversed Lamtnermoor 
in quest of the retreating host, while Bishop iBeik, 
Earl Patrick, and Bruce, fled to Norham. On his 
return, the champ!^)n, still mindful of the odium at- 
tached to his name by the earl of Dunbar, 

'< Fasait, with mony awfuU men. 

On P^trickis land, and waistit wonder fast, 

Tuk out guidsy and places doun thai cast }' 



Jftis ttCMU, Kvio» that MeU.Ham^* wat aitt*a» 
Wallace gert break the burlj baggings bauldy 
Baith in the Merse^ and als in Lotbiane, 
' Except Dunbar, atatidaikd he teavit naiie*** ' 

' A short peace was conclticled with Bogland, 'v\ 
1997, when Earl Patrick, (says the Minstrel,) ha* 
ving ceased to pay allegiance to Edward, held hi$ 
lands of the Soottttsh crown, and waa favoufably re* 
cdved by Waliaee. But at this time he wavered ; 
for, in 1299, the king granted him iPSOO sterliog^ 
partly in money, and partly in proviaonSf foir supply^ 
uig hb castle with military stores. 
. In 1S04, the earl of Dunbar was one of the ten 
Dppresentatives chosen at Perth to appear at West^ 
minster, for the. purpose of settling the police and go* 
irernment of Scotland ^ but, failing to appear, Mon* 
teith, (the base betrayer of Wallace,) was substituted 
in his stead* 

After the barbarous execution of Scotland's *^ ilk 
req^uited cliief,^ Aobert Bruce laid aside the selfish 
caution that had so long tarnisKed his actions, and 
threw himself on the bosom of his country, which 
was ready to receive him as her approved sovereign^ 
His first step was to subdue tl»e Galwegiana, who* 
were still under the influence of Baliof. 'flie earl of 
Richmond, with a great army, was despatched to ar* 

* Ridpath supposes Metehamys, or MetbamfSf to signify bound 
or mark, from Meith or Mcth; and as ham in the Anglo Saxon «i- 
nifies a house, it is probable tliat '* sewin Mete Ilamys'' siguifiea 
tjbus HS-^n. M4|-<;}).biunl^ts or. Yilla^es. 
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rest his p r o gre s s , while special orders were sent to 
the earl of Dunbar, and other Scottish nobles, (the 
courtiers of England,) to assist the guardian in this 
expedition. It does not appear, however, that the 
earl of Dunbar obeyed these orders ; and, in like 
manner, in 1808, when the earl of Dunbar and his 
youthful son PlUrick, were summoned to support the 
falling interest of the English monarch in Scotland, 
this summons was treated with similar contempt 
Theblood of Wallace had not been shed in vain; 
for when JEmA Pabick aaw thai the basis of the 
champion^s ambitioQ wa» a real love /to his country 
and the Bnieiaii inta«at, he. was not backward to 
join the cause of freedom. With his country he was 
<' entwined f<»reve^--4Mit too late ;^ for, in 1809, be 
bade adieu to the troublous scenes of bumaa life, cit 
the age of sixty-six^ By his wife, M^||Mry Cumyn, 
daughter of Alexander, earl of Buchan, he left one 
son.* 

* Doiigkt* P«er..U. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Now*! the day, aad flow's the hour I 
See the ftont of tettk lower 1 
. Sec approach proud BdwanTe pew«r# 
•lEdiviBitri cfaaina tad atoveiy ! 



Sannockbum.'^Edzeard^s escape to Dunbqr, 

Patrick:, ninth earl of Duntiar mod March, succeed- 
tA his father in 1909, at the age of tweftt j-four» and 
is first noticed in history as surety for the earl of 
Strathem.* 

As Berwick was still in the possetion of the ene*' 
my, there were necessarily many Engttsh partisans 
in the Merse, who were reduced to great distress by 
the partial successes of the Brucian party ; while they 
were exposed to the << insolence of office^ in the pef- 
3ons of the English authorities. The earl of Dan* 
bar and Sir Adam Gordon were delegated to the 
court of England, to solicit assistance and relief/ 
Edward immediately ordered their grievances to be 
redressed ; and, glad of the pretext, promised to be 
at Berwick by mid^summer in the ensuing year, with 
an army well calculated to overawe the refractory to 
obedience. 

This was bdeed a pretext but too plauttble and 

• ChaL Cal. &• 247. 
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Iktal. In 1314^ Edward assembled forces from all 
quarters. He enlisted troops from Flanders ani 
otherfordgn countries ; he invited over numbers of 
4he disorderly Irish, -and joined to them a body of 
Welsh ; and assembling the whole military force of 
England, marched to Ihe frontiers with an army 
^hich amounted to lt)0,'000 men.** 

These delegates, however, were unintentionally the 
means, in the hand of providence, of securing the 
freedom of their country. This immense 'armament, 
which was accompanied with all the pageantry and 
splendour of a Persian camp, and with bards to cele* 
brate victories before they wereatcliieved, melted Kke 
tlie pillars of an icy palace on the immortal plains of 
Bannockbtim^ and Edward, after seeing his army 
nearly annihilated, fled with a body of horse to Ber- 
wick. Sir James Douglas, with 400 chosen horse- 
men, intercepted the royal fugitive, who was glad to 
shelter himself in the castle of Dunbar. Here he 
was received ^^ full gently,^ and by means of a fisli- 
ing boat, .coasted along the shore till he reached the 
towers of Bamborough.-f *< This was honourable,'^ 
observes a distinguished writer, '^^ because Patrick 
must have had in bis thoughts.at that time the mak- 
itig his peace with his native monarch, and could 
not be ignorant how easily and advantageously he. 
might have done so, by detaining in custody the 
person of tlie king of England/'^ . . • 

* Harness Eaglaod, u. xit* • f HoUoshed's Chron. i. 44S« 
I ProviBcial Ant. iU 149. 
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After tkii ii^ad dtAat, iv4iiob Meartd the nd^i 
pMdenctt of Sootlandi the en^ ef Danter made 
|ieie< wkii hk Qoustn, king Robtrt L, «Bd iMto pre- 
atnt at Ayr, od die 96th Aprils ISld, when tbe toe* 
cgMJoa to tbe cvomh of Scgtiland iftt4 tetlled eA Braee 
iMid bk heiiw male*^ 

To stoce far his youtkfbl enorB, Earl Fitficb) m 
191^ by Im mtisdtigmice aad effofts, asMttti in Tf tak* 
isg Bnvick from the EngUah, at wfaieb time be 
wet sheriff of LotbiiMi ; and, in ISM^ he «oiiciimedl 
urith thipe noUes; irtio traofraittad aneaeiqgetic^epfSi' 
tie to Pope John, aaieniDg the iad^an den te of tfaw 

In IS81 peace wtm wnUmA to the tiftflrDatioiii ; 
bsf^ tbehr iranquiHky mM often intefrupled by the 
cktms ef Ihese^ival chieftaina, wl^ Jiad po m cesioDe 
on the bordem. Thc^ hluAu^ of Durfaam prefaned 
^ eempbaatte tbe 8ooi|ish regency against the eorf 
^ Buafaar for in&netion of ibe kle tm^. Tbe 
fkdtitB alleged that the viUnge of UpsetliniftOD, si- 
teaicd on the Scottish side of tbe nvtt Tweed, 
'mait of Norbam, was part of 4he right of tbe 
^himli of St Onthbert or see of Duriiam. This 
place bad fallen into tbe hands of Bruce during the 
MSB: ; but, i^r seveial lequisitieBB, bad been resto- 
i:ed to ita clerical owneiB. Tbe earl t>f Dunbar, 
'bowever^ in dcqpitc ef this arraogement, had seised 

• In tli« nistk yev Of Edwtrd's SNgs, Henigr IVrcy obtaSned 
■« grant of aU those lees in NorthumboIaDdi which the earl had 
-forfeited* 

Jf- Doug. Peer. li. ChaL Cal. S. S47, 

■B 
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the plac^ niid issues thereof, and violently prevent^ 
the l^shep &otn eBJoying them. * Edward .now inter*' 
fered, and sent. letters to King David^- (a minor,) his^ 
guardian, and the earl, deman£ng restitution* ThOi 
bishop again ^complained to Edward^ on being sum*> 
moned to attend the Scottish parliament at! Scone, to j 
shew how and for what .service he claimed ibeJands 
of UpsetIington« The king of England complained *: 
of this.summons astbeing de]H>gatory both.lo him and . 
to the church, and xequested that David would re*/ 
strain his ministers from disturbing the bbhop in hiB'^ 
possessions; and we. hear no more of it ^ . 

In 133S, man J of the English nobility, who 'had> 
imaginary claims to estates and honours in Scotland, 
were men of the first rank and influence ; and taking I 
advantage of that perilous period, (the minority of a ' 
prince,) meditated a descent upon the kingdom.. At. 
this critical moment, Randol{^^ earl of Moray, the; 
indefatigable regent,'«died at Musselbuigh ; and Do» > 
nald, earl of Mar, and Patrick, eari of Dunbar aiKi- 
March, were appointed, by the assembly of the estates : 
at Perth, joint gunrdians in bi» ^^^d: the former ; 
over the. north side of the Forth, and /the latter omn 
the south.-f- 

Lord Henry Beaumont, brother to the bishop vof^ 
Durham, is celebrated as tbe mo^er of this entei^irise.^ 
While an exjle in Prance^ he is supposed to have eon- ' 
certed this plan with Edward Baliol, in order to reco- 
ver the sceptre which Che father df the latter had so 

" •»■■ 

• Ridpath's Bord. Hist. 2j93» ^ . f Holinilied, ' ^ 
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impotently wielded. Th6 king of Ert^and, who wish-- 
ed to- make it appear that he stood aloof in the trans- 
aetion, disicouraged any hosiile attack on Scotland 
through the inarches of his kingdom. Accordingly, 
tlie associated barons collected a fleet of ships at Ra- 
•yenspar, hear the itiouth of the Humber, and sail- 
mg thence, entered the frith of Forth on the last 
^ay '6f 'Jxkly^ and disembarked at Einghorn. A 
body of Soots^ under Sir Alexander Seton oppos- 
ed their tending, but was defeated, and their leader 
dain. This was the beginning of a series of victories. 
The conquerors advanced through Dunfermline to- 
^wards Perth. In the neighbourhood, on the moor of 
Duplin^ a great army was assembled by the earl of 
Mar, to arrest tlieir progi^ss. The invaders, though 
joined by some of their Scottish friends after the af- 
fiiir at Einghorn, had scarcely increased to -4000 
men ; but the traitor, Sir Alexander Murray, (who 
was the friend of Baliol,) having iiBxed' a pole at the 
£btd of the river Earn, the English crossed it secret- 
ly during the night, and coming suddenly on the 
Scottish ca^, put them to the sword. Surprise, con- 
fttanation, -and confusion^ seized the Scottish liost; 
and the chieftains, rushing precipitately to repel the 
aggressors, were slain amidst heaps of their followers. 
The earl of Mar was slain in his tent. Among " an 
undistinguislied multitude,^ fell Thomas Randolph, 
the young earl of Moray, (brother to the countess of 
Dunbar;)- Murdack, earl of Monteith^ and Robert 
Bruce, earl of Carrick ; Duncan^ earl of Fife, was 



4(1 xmomT^r 

tdoBB pnsaoetj ^rfiib the oooquatM piMBedMig ^ 
Perth, tbe town surveadeDed witboat reristoooe. 

On this fatal nighty tbe earl of Diiabar and Lord 
Atdiibakl Douglas wei^ at Ochterurder, a few mil^ 
fvoni' the scene of battle. They speedily advaoo0i 
to Perth^ which was sitrongly fortified by the enemy. 
Meamime, Sir John Crab^^ who, by cooniaad of th^ 
earl of Dunbar, had sailed from Beraddc with a 
S4)uadroo of ten Flemish ships, for the purpose of in^ 
tefoeptiog tbe fleet of the English, ad ventusers whtcb 
bad sailed for the Tay» aaffered a complete defesV 
whereby their .supply of provisions was cut off, atmi 
they were reduced to the necessity of nusti^ tbe 
siege. The earl a£ Dunbar and Lcnrd Archibald 
Douglas concluded a truce with Balbl till tbe 2lM| 
February 1833, whife the infant Bruce had to leth^ 
flDta tbe i^torm, add i9eek shelter and prcitection iii 
tJie vajlies of Fratice ulider the fiist^ing care of S^ 
Malcohad Fleming,^ 

Baliol« elated by this traaa of unexpected miooesses^ 
anumed the name <^ Conqoeroi:, and wA^cswmed at 
Scone, by Dnndan,. earl of Fife^ and tbe bifihc|) <lf 
Dunkeld, while the clergy and barons of that district 
assisted in the aolemnity. 

The imaginary conquetY)r having impudently dis- 
missed the greater part of his English follower^ wlt$, 
n6tivith^|iaidi]ig. the titice^ suddenly lOtacked ne«r 
A.rran by Sir Ardiibakl Dou^as and other chteftians 
of diat party. His anny was routed ;. he was chased 

« Bldpath*8 Bord». Hist. S73. f Chal..CaU iL 



iBto England ; and thus lost his kingdpiii l?j a re 
vcrlution as- sudden as that . by which it was obtain* 

!. The king^ of Engl^uad, who was now ready to pxo- 
secute.tbose measures forthe subjugation of Scotland, 
which at first he seemed ashamed to avow, readily 
prepared ta reinstate Baliol in the possession of the 
crown. Accordingly, with a formidable army, he 
proceeded to the frontiers for that purpose. As the 
brunt of the war was expected to fall upon. Berwick, 
Douglas, the regent, placed a strong garrison for the 
defence of that place under the command of. Sir 
William Keith, while the defence of the castle was 
intrusted .to the earl of Dunbar.-f 

Edward remained for the spac6 of a month before 
Berwick ; but: finding from the strength of the gar- 
li^sop, and their resolute defen<?e of the place, tha| it 
co^ild not be soon taken^ he led part of his army ipto 
Scotland. On his return he found that Berwick still 
held put;, but bejing reinforced by a fresh body of 
troops^ he renewed the* siege with redoubled vigour. 
The garrison being at length reduced to great extremi- 
ty for want of provisions, on the 15tb July, a capitu* 
lation was subscribed betwixt the English monarch 
on the one hand, and Patrick^ earl of Dunbar, and 
Sir William Keith on the other. The feature? of 
this agreement were, that the town and castle should 
tke delivered to Edward on the SOth, if not previous- 
ly relieved by a general engagement This pre- 

* Hume's Enf^ f Ri^pstli'i' BokU^HIsU 
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ctdcd the tattde of IbiiaoimliUI only a ftw da^ 
ifliefe tlie Scots iiere totsUy defaltd) upon whicfe 
the town and castle surrendered. After this fiiUt 
mertbtcmj dm Soottbh noblei bad no imuKcbite 
vesouroe but submisGJian; and befik« Edward left 
BermA^ he receited the fealty of Uie Mul of I>uo» 
bar wkh several others of the ncdxlity; On ^dsis od» 
casion Earl Patrick and Lord Hemy Percy irera 
appoifated jcint wardnsof aM the OMintry sottUi of 
the Forth.* 

The casde of Dunbar> whkb bad been disBsaatied 
and niKed «o tbe grouhdon the i^iproach oFlhe Sn^ 
Ksb) was now rebuilt at the eail^s own expense, ftr the 
purpose of muintainhigan EagKsh gmikem. 

Tfae earl off Dcmbar aitdaded the parliafiiNnt h^Id 
at Edkibufgh in February 1634^ when Baliol ctded 
Berwick^ Dofibair, Roxburgh, and Ediaburgb, aa(fe 
flU the sbuth-^east oounties of 8kx>tland, to be Mmeieed' 
fdr ever to the EngSsh domains.^ But the Eaglidi 
fisrces were no sooner wkhdtawfi, than the Scots 
again revolted from iSie detested Bidiol, and retmMd- 
to rtieir former alle^nee. £arl P;sitri<^k Mired into 
the Highlands to join the friends of Bruce $ and, in 
April 1385^ attended the poft^ment held by the re- 
gent at Dairsie in Fife. J The same year, wben Ed- 
ward III. and Baliol made anoiiber descent on Sco^ 
knd, the earl of Dunbar cut off a body -of archers 
on tfieir return southward ; and he afterwards assisted 

• Ridpath*t Bord. BiSU SIO,. f Hume's £Dg» 



die eari of Moray in defeating the Ckmst of Namur 
on the Borough-moor of Edinburgh. 

The earl of Dunbar, along with Sir William Dour 
glas, accompanied tTie gum'diati. Sir Andrew Mur- 
ray, for the purpose of rescuing the lady of the latter, 
who wa& besieged by the earl of Athol in the castle 
of Kildrummy. Tliey were met by the enemy in 
the forest xsf Kilbhrin, and were on the point of fall- 
ing before sKiperiotr numbers, when a sortie from 
the castle recoverea their scattered forces, and the 
earl of At^ol was^ slain,^ and his adherents completely 
»i«itedv 
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CHAPTER VT. 

Otace more unto tbebKMhfdeftrfilcnds! anoexxuxr^ 
Or fiU tbc van up with our Engliih dead. 

HsDg pat our btamer on tbe ootmrd-wall ; 

The cry Li sdll,' ** They eome.r Our (iutle't strength 

WUl iMiffh A ii«ge to' Mocfl. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Grand siege of the Casile. — Black Agnes. 

At this period the castle of Dunbar was a. great 
annoyance to the English sirbj^cts in the Scottish 
territory. The e^ncursions of the garrison along the 
fruitful coast, rendered the public road betwixt Ber* 
wick and Edinburgh unsaf(^ to travellers, while its 
port of Lammer Haven, ivnder'the shelter of the for- 
tress, " grim rising o^er the rugged rock,'^ afforded a 
convenient and safe reception for the aids and sup- 
plies from France, and other places on the continent. 
Hence the reduction of this place became of great 
moment to Edward, on the certain prospect of an im- 
mediate war with France. 

In January USST, William Montague, earl of 
SaUsbury, together with the earl of Arundel, to whom 
the king had left the chief command of the forces 
m Scotland, attempted thia enterprise with a large 
army. At this important crisis, the earl of Dunbar 
was employed with the guardian in reducing the for- 
tresses in the north ; so that the defence of this 
stronghold devolved upon the countess, a lady who. 



is 

from the dBAx^em'vthmtmbfkaiBt^, iMtt lOmmonly 
ddted Btwft AgMs ; tftft irbosb vfgilattt asid patriolic 
eonduct hm immorUltf^ ber name. 

A^ies, oouaUn of Dtinbar» was daujgbter ta the 
celebrated Thocpas iRiuidolphy eairl of MjQray» aod 
mier to the euA of tbat nanne wlio feU at DiqpUa ; 
and of his ftuoDessor who wad inade piiloiier in tha 
aStAf wkh Cduflt Namur, iiod *who was Hi this time a 
prisoner in England. These ciroualstances inspired 
s^tiioeti^ of tt^eaimeiH agaiftst the JSngliah in the 
iM^ast idf oiur fafeioiae, whieb netllier the sUmtwgyfns of 
art GDuid ^rprisQi nor the ternoraof dbnger disitey^ 
The castle, .wl»ch w«u n^wJy fortified^ fioni its atua^ 
dam (Dn rocks nearly suixounded bjr the sea^ was 
deemed tmpii^a&hle. Bcftaga^t the natural strength 
of the fortress we mint bring the most con^iMsaifiate 
generals of the age. Arundd wae afterwards con- 
stable at the hatlte of Ctessy, atid Salisbury com« 
aaanded ltbe leas «b die bsittfe of Rncders, wbile th^ 
besi^gciB were die efaoscn firoops thai had teen Ticto.^ 
lious in the late invasions. 

*^ * Aa^ i* they eome V" ]Sack Agnes cried^ 
* 'Kor storm^ nor midulght, stops our foes ; 
IVeli, theoj the battle's cbanee be tried* 
The Thistle shall out-thorn the Rose.* 

** She spake, and started iVom her bed». 
And cased Jier. lovely limbs In mail j . 
The helmet on her cocU-black head, 
aiuiMd t*i» bar «y«i>^flR 4iimi veil \ 

<* In her fair hand she grasp'd a spear^., 
A baldrick. o*er her shoulder flungj 



4$ HISTOBT OF BUKSAE. 

And Dunbar's cavern'd echoes>raog«-^ Blacm A«kk8*. 

* ■ ■ 

During the siege, Agnes performed all the duties of 
a bold and vigilant commander. When the battering 
engines of the English burled stones or leaden balls 
against the battlements, she, as in^seom, ordered one 
of her miids, splendidly- drest, to wipe off, with a 
clean white handkerchief, the marks of the stroke. 
The castle continued to *< laugh a siege to scom,^ 
when the earl of Salisbury, with vast labour, brought 
that enormous machine^ the bow,^ to bear agaiiist the 
walls ; but, like the Roman darts at the siege of Jo« 
tapata, it rung harmless against the rock. 

The countess who awaited the approach of this 
new engine of destruction, being full of taunts, ex- 
claimed: 

•* Beware^Montpgov^ 

For £irrow ihall thy sow r*f 

^meaning the men within ib,) when a large fri^pooent 
of the rock. was. hurled from the battlements, and 

* Tbe Sow was • mititarj engine, rasembling Ui)e Roman tes- 
tudo. It was formed of wood corered witb hides^ and mounted on 
wheels, so tKat being rolled forwards to the foot of the besieged^ 
wall, it served' as & sbed or cover, to defend the minen, or those 
who wrought the battering-ram, from tbe stones and arrows of the 
garrison«r- Border Min. i, 40. 

f Of the Qtsiege of Dunhate^ 
Where "ike Omniess wcu ioite and wcase. 
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[1S36- CCHYRE William Montague, that sua (conseguenify)j 
1538.] Had ttine the siege, in hy gret ma 

A mekH and richt stalwart engine. 

And up smertly gert dress it; syne- 



w^ 
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crushed* the cover to' (Pieces, with the poor little pigs, 
(as Major ^alls them,) who weie lurking under it.* 
And although thrir is no rqod road to poetry, upon 
the authority of this couplet, Rttson has admitted 
Agnes into the company of the Scottish poets. 



Tbey warpit at the wa]I:great stanes 
Caitb hard and heavy for the nanys, (purpou:) 
fiut that nane merryng to them madey 
And aUua when they castyne had^ 
With a towel, a damiselle 
Arrayed jollily and well, 
^ippit the wall, that they micht see 
To gere them mair annoyed be ; 
There at the siege well lang they lay, 
But there little Tantage got they ; 
J^or when they bykkyne wald, or assail. 
They tint (he maist of their travaile. 
And as Chey bykeryd there a* day. 
Of a great shot I shall you say^ 
^or that they had of it ferly, 
Tt here to you rehearse will L 
William of Spens pcrcit a 3Iasowne* 
And thro' three faulds of Awbyrchowne, (habergeonyf 
•And the Actowne^ through the third ply 
And the arrow in the bodie, 
'While of that dynt there dead he lay ; 
.And then the Montagu gan say : 
** This is ane of my Lady*s pinais, 
Her amouris thus, till my heart rinnis.** 
While that the siege was there on ihis wise, 
Men sayis there fell sair juperdyia. 



• l>rett over the aniiOQr whcK die armorial bettingt wow U 
^ A coat made of several fidda of leather, oocton« wool, tte, andcovtrali with mail ot 
-email rings riveted together, or smhllpieOes of inn like ash soatob 

^ QttUted covczlBg fbr tibe body madeoCatioiig leather* ^ 
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IPew of tke assftilants >vere able to return to tlmr 
trenches. • Pinding the arts of forcible And oj^ tf»- 
sttutt ufijgiTttliDg; S«Iisibm7 ne^ attetnptii^ to g«ii> iha 
^9tk by titttcheiy. Meatt» weie Hti^qyeA to^ bribe 

For Lawrence of Prtetoun, that tben 

Haldin ane of the wichtest n\eiH 

That was in all ScQtia n d that tide, 

A rout of Ingltsmen saw ride, 

That seamed gude men ^nd wortl^y 

And were arrayed right rtchljr ; 

He, witfa als few folk, as they wei^e^ 

On them as8eml>]ed he (here ; 

£ut at the assemblingi he was there 

Intil the mouth stricken with a spear^ 

While it "up in the harnys ran ; 

Till a dike he withdrew him than. 

And dfed ; for nae mair live he might. 

flis men his death .perceived nouekt ; 

And with 'their faes faucbt stputly, 

While they theio vanqaishM utterly* 

Thus was this ^uid man brought till end. 

That was richt i^reatly to commend. 

Of gret wirschipe (TiMm/io^rfJ fltadgr^bo^^te^goocfne^j,) 

His sauI be aye in ^ftie. 

Sir William als of Oalstown 
Of Keith, that'was of gude renown^ 
•Met Richard Talbot by the w^y 
And set him to sa hurd assay, 
?faat tp a kirk he gert him gao, 
-And close there defenc^to ma ; 
2ut he assailed there sa fasti 
That him belhov'd treat at the lastf 
And twa tbousaod ipaund to pair* 
JkM left heiBfy» acd wmiI his wttf* 

The -MoBtagii WW yet lyaiidy 
'^^ging Diiobure with «f«lwMnltamh; 



^BltQS W THE leASTltf. 49 

tile prnter, who bad charge of the gate. This he 
agreed to do ; but dkolesed the transactioii to the 
^diHiBtees. Sofisbury, at the tiead of a chosen party, 
<iMimaiided this eixterprise in person, aad found the 

for till assiege it bj the sea* 

And as lia <hus a8$ic|;end Isy^ 

He was set intil hard assay j 

Por be bad purchased him covyn (ucret agmment) 

Of aoe of thein, that weve therein. 

That he should leave open the yetey 

And ceitain term till him then set 

To come-; bHt thej therein halily 

Were warnit of it privily^ 

He came, and the yete open iand» 

And wald have fane in foot steppand j 

But John of Cowpland, that waa then 

But a light poor simple man, 

Shut him off back, and in is gane^ 

The PortOttlUs came down on ane ; 

And spiqred Montagu, thereout 

They cryed with a sturdy shouip 

"*' A Monta^ for ever mair*!*' 

Then with the folk that he, had tbm^ 

He tumod to h^s Uerbery, 

Audi let him ja^t fullyly. 

Syne Alexander^ the Bamsay, 
That trowed and thougbti that thi^ 
That were assieged in Bunbai^ 
At great distress or misclpef wer« | 
Tba^ in an erening ftA^ tfa^e Bass^, 
With a few foUc, that^ith him wai. 
Toward Dunbar^ intil a boat. 
He held all privily his gatej 
And hf the;gaili«a all slyly 
He gat with hit Company i 
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gates of the castle open to receive hbti* The oflL- 
ciousoess of John Copeland, one of his attendant!^ 
saved the general from the snare. Copelan4 hasti^, 
gassed before the earl, the portcullis was let dowq,. 
and the trusty squire, mistaken for his lord, remiuned 
a prisoner. Agnes, who from the southern tower 

The lady, and all, that were thexp. 
Of his coming w^ comfort wev^ 
He issued in the morning in by. 
And with the wacfais iturdily, 
IVIade ane%part and stout melle. 
And but tyhsel entered be. 

While McMitagu was there lyandy 
The King Edward of England 
Purchased ttim help and alyawn% 
For he "wald amowe were In France^ 
And fof the Montagu be sends ; 
For he.cowtb {bring) nae thing till end 
For owtyn b'lm, for that time he 
Was maist'of bis counsel privie 
When be bad heard the king*s bidding 
Jle remored, but roair dwelling, 
When he, I (row, liad lying there 
A quartcflf Of a year' and mtiir. 

Of this assiege in ifaeir hetfayng (derision^ ' 
The English oysid to makelcarping 
** I vow to God, she makes gret stere 
The Scottiih wenche ploddere, ( Hghtef) 
Come I aire, cbme I late, 
J fand Aniibt at the yate." 

WtHtowkxA CaoKrmi Book Viu* cap. 83.* 

• ANDREW WINTON wbm casonjregalw of St Aadmnit sad prior of Lodderen, 
and WW bttm about 13C0. Rude u his oouplrts may appear to the madcraa* his pflflw 
are much priced bf the learned for the prospecti ofjodetjr they praent, and the early diw 
cumatancn of hiitMy they record. At he lived at>a time within tha flaemory of maa 
w'hcntheil^cC tbe cMtk took place, hif iafonnfttioa ouufi turn liMi|g«thiBedfima 
oralaouroea* 



SACHB m TRS^ 6AftTLt. fit 

"bbserved the event, cried to Salisbury jeeringly; 
^ Adieu, Monsieur Montague ; I intended that you 
should have'supped with us, and assisted in defend* 
ing this fortress against the robbers of England."** 
i. Thus unsuccessful in their attempts, the assail- 
ants turned the siege into a blockade, and closely 
«nVii!'ohed the castle by sea and land. Amongst the 
ships were two large Genoese gallies, commanded by 
John Doria and Nic^holas Fiesca. But famine was 
threatenins: to effect what force and art couM not 
achieve. In consequence x)f the protracted siege the 
garrison was i educed to the utmost extremities for 
want of provisions ; this intelligence reached Sir Alex- 
ander Ramsay,- a bold and enterprising officer, who 
having procured alight vessel with a supply of provi- 
Bionsr and military stores, sailed in a dark ntghi^ with 
forty chosen Gompamon^^ from the eontiguous rock of 
the Bass, and* eluding the vigilance of the enemy, he 
•entered the castle by a postern next the sea, and 
l>rought relief and refreshment -to the desponding soU 
<liers. Next morning, Ramsay made a smart sortie on 
,the beaeger^t killing and surpriuog them at their 
posts, and taking many prisoners ; and the same night 
he completed the glory of his stratagem^ by pa&sing 
from the castle in the same manner, and with the 
aame safety with which he had entered it. 

The English having vigorously prosecnted the 
Mege for six weeks, were compelled to abandon this 
fiopeless enterprise.* Besides the commanders of the 

* S■l>sbw7^ wcacMHcnted to a caiMtion of arms, aiid'd.parting 
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anny; there wet e pf^sent oil Ihis oeeosion^ the earl of 
Gloucester, Icxds Percy and NevUle. H^insbedat^ 
aerta that Edwajod was^ present himeelf. At all e^eo^ 
he spent some days- at Berwick at the! periody^and 
if be was not present, at least gftve orders to abandon 

the siege of Dunbar. 

While the countess tlius gallantly defended her 
husband^ ^stroii^4iou9e'***'aftDuiibor,he Waaenafdoy^ 
ed aioiig with the guasdian,. Sir William Douglas, and 
other loyal nobles, in reducing the fortresses on the 
other side of the Fbrth. After defeating a great bo*^ 
dy of Engiishmen at Panmure, they took and des*^ 
troyed the castles of St Andrews and Leuchars,. and 
the tower of Falkland ;: the castle of Cupai i^one 
resisted their utmost eflbrts. In March they reduc^ 
ed the castle of Both well, while this esitraordinary 
success is ascribed^ to the use of machines sent avet 
from France,^ accompanied by French engineers. -f" 

The failure of the English at Dunbar ted to inK 
portank eoosequences. It eBeou>raged Sir Andrew 
Murray to lay sl^e toStirhng, and essentially coii^ 
tributed to> animate the courage,, improve the unions 
and asigmeiit the nombers of the Brucian party. 

In 138d, the eari of Dunbar assisted Ix>cd Robert 

into the soudi^ltiinislMA tke can of the borden to Robtal M«U3fr% 
WillAm* Hcson, and other Moithumbnan tercuu. 

* Oltti} 80 called in recoida of these timei. — Bidpalfa. 

f Fordtan says, that the governor prevailed in the siegjB of Ihe foi^ 
tre9se« mentlaned, b; tfaedread of a cectain engine called Bousibutk. 
— Ridpath- 
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'Stewart, who was elected guardian on the death of 
Murray, in the reduction of Pertii^ aad led the ne^ 
bond division of the army.^ 

The Soots^ during the year 1840, made several 
-Micessful*inroad»into £ngland, in which Sir Alexisn- 
der Ramsay, :wbo had brought such timeous succour 
to Diinbar at the late siege, particularly dfsiinguished 
himself. A party, however,' headed by the earls of 
-IhmlMur and Sutherland was less successful ; for they 
were routed by Lord Grey and Sir Robert Manners^ 
assisted by John Copeland and the garrison of Rox* 
burghr-|% 

? Cdward having again entered Scotland with a 
powerful army, the Scots were induced to sue for a 
truce for the space of ux months. On this occasion; 
there was a safe-conduct, «daled Westminster, S4th 
March 134^ granted to the earl of Dunbar and 
others, to visit any place in England or Scotland un* 
der'the king^s authority, to treat with him for a final 
peace ; but -what was determined in consequence of 
this meeting is not related.^ 

' David. Bruoe, who had reached his seventeenth 
year^ returned with his consort from France; and the 
earl of Dunbar now attended his youthful monarch 
as assiduously as; a counsellor, as he had formerly 
acted daringly for him as a soldier. He was witness 
to many charters granted by David at this, turbulent 
period. 
: In 1843, in askinnish dear Berwfbk* Lord Ralph 

• HoUuslMd. t Ibkl. I Ridpath, SOd» 
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tffM taken pmonef, and ient' to Duhai^t 
wbmoe lie im» speedily Huiaoiiied^ 

In 1346, while the king at Englaiid wm eli^Bgeif 
at the sieg^ #f CuIaUr David Bfuoe thought it a ft^ 
vouiuble opportwmty to aid Us ally the kk^ 4£ 
Fipaooe. EnteriDg NorthumberfinMl al the head of 
50,000 men, be earned his Eavagea t& tha gate* of 
Durham^ Bat Queen FhtlippOy asatasbling a bodj^ 
of tfoops^iatrutted the cenroand to LordPen^^ aarii 
mel him tdb Neville's Cton, near that <aly.^ The 
SootUA mnoj formed into one line» The Higb 
Steward of Scotland and the earl of Diinb^r com* 
maaded the right,, the earla of Marraj lind Dougjaa 
the left ; while David^ with soaae French auaiiianei| 
and the* flower of hie nobttty, ao{qMuted the centKi 
The English archert began the battle with aho^m* 
of arrows on the left^ which galled the ti^kt diviakm 
80 severely, t^at the body undes the »»1 of Simfaan 
chaiging, pUed their beoad^wcads and battle-anes 86- 
dexterously, that iHey drove the bowmen back upoi» 
the party commanded by Percy^and ooeaMoned greafe 
oonfu8i€>|i and disOader. At tiiis eriiical period, Ba-^ 
lid advi^nced upon the end with n . large body ofr 
horse ; i^nd not only au^peeted the archexa who hadb 
given way, but oUiged the party 4jiide£ the Higb 
Steward and the eerl of Dunbai ta sound a cetnaat^s 
which thfy efi^ted with incensidesaUe Joss. Thai 
iEoglish now pressed upon the division eommandedf 

by Di^id 01 peiriiM> vho lefiwed tii ^utk the fidd y 

* HiHiie*s Bag. a* 



ran muELS^F smiAMiB. 5S 

mhSkt fais AiTowm miiatmiim ttimake thttr priiwe^ 
farmed a phalanx azouad him^ and fiji^g l it valiaotlj 
liil natabttve aigbtjr of tbcm mnaiiied* The king 
was at lengtb compelled to surrender to John Copa* 
laod^ afWr ianring knocked^ out Xmo of that gentle 
ttaa'a teeth, wilb hk gauntlet The femakiing di vU 
lion of the gaota^ commanded by Moray and Doik 
gjks, intimidated by the firteof tbeiff oompaaionfyi 
Unm ao<m roiaiedw Moiay was slain in the fieldy 
{)onglas.wnB taken pvisoneTr and fievof their UU 
kiwers escaped. Thii battle took place 17th Octofaea 

. AnMBgst tbe nobles who feil in the field of Dur«) 
Imm^ WBM Thomas, earl of Moray) brother to the he-* 
tonpcmntessof Dtmbaa, As he had no male issoe^ 
Agnes became sde possessor of his vast estates ; and- 
her husband assumed the additional title, of earl of^ 
Moray. Be»dea the earldom of Moray, the earl oB 
SnalMur and fals^ couitess^ obtained the. Isle of Man^ 
llielordshxp of Anoaodaley the. bnoaies of. Mortoa 
and ?Tibfaer& in Nithsdale^ of Morthingtoun and 
IidDBigfi»macu% and the madoe of JDunse in fittmsickw 
shire ; with , Mocbram in Galloway^. Cumnook in; 
Ayrshiffe> aad flhui^rre in Clydesdale.^ 
; Bttt^^-ibe' gaUfiAt knights liad left Uiek nonarebi 
l^eiindV* (oB Scotland again depniwd of itsrtgak 
vuler.by the oaptivtty of..itaBOfreveign» the guardisA*: 
ship devolved on Robert the High Steward ; wboy 
with tbe earl of Dunbar^ had returned in safety froni 

• Doug. Ftew. K^. 
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the tented field, not without siispiciuas of haVing de. 
aerted the king; which, with the mo6t credit, may 
be imputed to. the Steward, who wa» hdr apparent to 
the crown.* 

After the surrend ^ of Calius, a truce was agreed 
on between the kings of France and England, in 
which the Scots were included. During this peaces 
the earl of Dunbar bu^ed himself, without effect, tq 
c^tain the liberation of his sovereign, offering his sob 
and heir as an hostage,^ which seems 'to exculpate 
him of the blame of forsaking the king. 

In 1355, the truce, which had been prolonged for 
eight years, expred ; when the Scots, exasperated 
that Edward would not listen to any proposals for 
the liberaiioo of their king, had already commenced 
their destructive inroads into Northumberland. The 
earl of Dunbar and Lord William Douglas havin^p* 
united their, forces for this purpose, despatched Sir 
William Ramsay of Dalhousie with an advanced < 
party to destroy the populous village of Norham and 
the country adjacent, which he effected ; and, in or^^ 
der to inveigle a large body of the enemy, who were 
i^proaching in the pursuit, he retreated, with a great 
booty of cattlef, to Nisbet-moor in Berwickshire^ The. 
niain body of the Scots, who waited in ambush, with 
their . French auxiliaries, rushed upon the Engli^i 
and completely routed them after a gallant, resist^ 
ance.| 

• Ridpatli*8 Bord. Hist f Cbalmm' CaL iL 
I Holinshed's Chron» 
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Encouraged by this Micoeas» a Meheme wai {bimed 
tofr the recovery of Berwick, The eftd of Angus iXk 
eonewt with the eari of Duabar, having cpUetted » 
oiHiiberof ships, filled them with dioseik warriors); 
and, in a dark night, passed over X/Oi the north luda 
of the Tweed ; thence they moved unobserved to 
the foot of the w^Is of Berwick, and, by the dawn of 
next oMrniog, the town was^ m their possession. Jm 
this assault the English lost two knights» and; th^ 
Scots no fewer than hist^: whiie^ the whole wealth of 
the town fell a prey to the victors. 

But this ac()uiution was of short duratioo. £d^ 
ward IIL, whabad;^ii8t landed froi&CalaiacfDwned 
witb victory, thought the plaee of suofa iipfKirtaiicc^ 
that he was there with his army by the l^th Jaaoary 
1356 ; and, as the castle was still in the hands of the 
Englisli, the Scots, on his approach, applied the torch 
to the town, dliid abandoned it to the invader. 

In 135*2, the eacL of Ounbax was one of the pienir^ 
poten^iarieswho me% at Berwick, to adjust the liberal 
tioh Off King David. It was one of the articles of 
the treaty, that David shpuki deMver uf^ to the king 
of Englmid twenty hoi^ti^e^, heirs of the ohirf fkmi* 
lies in the kingdom ; the principal of whom Were, the- 
sons of &cd)ert», steward of Scdtfaad, of the earia of 
Dunbar^ Sutherland^ &c. ; and that ,three out of 
eight of the principal noblies (^ the kingdom^ (amongst 
which is mentioned the earl of Dunbar,) should alsi^ 
enter themselves hpstages on the delivering up of the 
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king, hot to be relieved otherwise than by others of 
the same number supplying their place.^ 

As some difficulty occurred in paying the king^s 
i'ansom, (100,000 merks steriing yearly, during ten 
years,) the eari of Dunbar thrice visited the court of 
England, in 1358, to adjust matters; and, again, iii 
1859 and 1360, a safSe-conduct \ras granted him td 
treat with the English on certain articles respecting 
David Bruce."f- 

To reward his services, he obtained' many favours 
from his ransomed prince : be was ghmted it legal 
right to assume the earldom of Moray, and to receive 
what it bad yielded in rent and profit from 1346 to 
1S60; he obtained a grant of all the castle- wards with* 
in his own lands, during life ; and a pension of L.40 
sterling, (dated 8d July 1362,) during the king^s plea<* 
^^ure; and his town of Dunbar was erected into a 
royal biirgfr, while, on the other hand, Edward III. 
resented the hostile conduct of the border chieftain, 
by granting some of his estates to strangers.^ 

It was fashionable at this period to make pilgrim- 
kges to the tomb of Becket. In 136^63^ and agiaiti 
in 1366, the earl of Dunbar joined the vast swarms 
that visited the sacred fane of Canterbury.§ The6d 
devotional longings which were often used for politii 
cal purposes, have furnished subject matter' for the 
pen of Chaucer, in his admirable tale of The PiU 
grims^ 

* Ridpath*s Bord, HisU f Chal. Cal. ii. 

I DiiUKlas Pe^r, ii, § CUnl. Q4I lit 
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^ After a life «peDt amidst the ^n of arms and alt«r« 
nate strife, the earl of Duqbar feems to have sub- 
sided into the calnr of ptet)r« In, May 1867» be con- 
finned to ^he monks of Coldingham^ by a charter to 
tb^ pior aiid convent of Durham, the manors of 
lElderham and Nisbet, with the church of Bderham* 
This confirmation was witnessed by his relation, 
George de Dunbar, Alexander Hicklyntpn,* constat, 
ble of Dunbar ; Robert Lecke, his steward ; while 
his wife Agnes, co^untess of Dunbar and Moray, ra- 
tified the whole, which was xx)nfirmed by David in* 
the August following. 

The earl was again called on, to assist a conreiw 
tibn, for preserving tlie peace of the borders ; and 
in June 1368, the king was advised by the parlia* 
ment of Scone, to consult the earU of Dunbar and 
Douglas on the security of the eastern marches. This 
2q;ipears to have been the last public service <that Eaii 
Patrick performed. Weaned with the toils of ae* 
tive life, at the advanced age of eighty-four, he bade 
4idieu to the tented field and the gaudy court, and 
resigned his earldom iuid estates to his ^dest son 
George. His death must have taken {rface betwixt 
^his period and 1S71, as he was not present at the 
.-coronation of Bobect IL which took place in that 
year. 

* In 1S64, the earl i^nted to Alexander RicUynton, who had 

Jbeen his armiger for twenty year% half of the lands of East Spot, 

with the tenandries within Whitsome, In Berwickshire, which Sir 

Patrick Ramsay had resigned, in the eaii's court, at Wfaittiagham. 

This grant was confirmed by Dayid II* Rycklynton offered bis 



410 ttflnroRT 0F jyunjks* 

By his heroic lady, Agnes, dmnghter «f Thomas 
Baadolph, earl of Moray, regent of Scedand, he had 
issue as Mlowst Greorge,teDtiieari of March; John, 
«ar] of Moray ; Lady Margaret, married to William, 
first earl of Douglas:; Lady Agnes,* married to 
James Douglas, lord Dalkeith; and Lady Elisa- 
beth, married to John Maitiand of Lethingtony-f 
ancestor of the earls of Lauderdale. 

adorationt at tbt loiii^ of Bedset^ m 1368, wiA sis hvnaneii in 

1|MS|lUf. 

In 1365, the earl tAao made a mnnificeot grant to bis a/trmsiff 
John de Hepburn. — Eobertson's lod. Chahners* Cat u. 

* Lady Agoet Dunbar got a« ber manaage porticai fromber bro- 
fber, the laods of Moidm^ton in Berwickshire^ confirmed by Ro« 
1)ert II. 6th December IS7S ; Wbittingbaniy in the county of Had- 
dioglon ; and L. 100 laid in tfie Isle of B&n. — Doug* Peer. ii. 

f When the second earl of l4widerdale was created a Dufce, be 
<ikose for bis saeond titfe that of Marquis of Maicb, to iftdSeate 
4M«em ^MS 1^ aads 4tf MaM jud DinbaK» 
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CHAPTER Til. 

'It fdl upon the Lammaa tide* 

'When-the mufaMnen Win their hay> 
The doughtf earl of Douglae fode 

Into England to catch a prey.^-OID BAlLADi 

For why ? luAceth them to know 

The good old rale> the ilmple plan ; 
That thejr should take who have the power* 
And they •boold keeljp who oao.— WORDSWORTH. ' 

The Border Forays. 

<G£0B6E, the first of that name, and tenth earl of 
Dunbar and March, when he succeeded his father in 
1869, was twenty-nine or thirty years of age. From 
the vast possessbns he inherited both from his father 
and his heroic mother, he became one of the most 
|K>werful nobles of southern Scotland, the rival of the 
Douglasses, whom, -as the author of Caledonia ob- 
-serves, he surpassed in the antiquity of his bouse, and 
the splendour of bis descent. 

On the death of David II. in 13T0, William, oail 
of Douglas, laid claim to the crown in right of Ba- 
liol and Cuming, in exposition to Robert Stewart, 
who had been legally settled Iieir to the throne. But 
ivhen he found that the earls of Dunbar and Moray 
were not inclined to support this usurpation, he 
abandoned the enterprise; they having declared for 
Stewart, who was descended from Robert Bruce by 
4he female side,* 

* Holiftshed^s Chron. 



\ 



62) SMTQir or MrirtAB. 

In I37I9 the earl was present at Scone, when the 
earl of Carrick was proclaimed the heir of Robert; 
and, in 187S, the earls of Dunbar and Douglas, who 
were joint wardens of the marches, tnade an explana- 
tory agreement with the bishop of Durham and Hen- 
ry Percy, in rego^vA ta the more reg^r payment of 
king David^'s random. 

An afiray happeiiied at ^his ti«ie»^bkh marks the 
ungovernable temper of the bord^ chieftains, " with 
whom seveage was v4ftue^^ At a fair, held at Rox- 
burgh in August, to which miUlitud^ resorted from 
both kingdoms; one of the household servants of the 
earl of Dunbar was slain by the English. The earl ap- 
[rfied to Lord Percy, warden of the opposite marches, 
f^ redress; but as no satisfactory answer was return- 
ed, a cruel mode of retaliation was adopted. On the 
return of lioxburgh fdXr, in the following year. Earl 
George and his brother the earl of Moray,, ac- 
companied by their friends and fbHowers, attacked the 
town by surprise, put the English to dieath, and, ap- 
plying the torch to the houses, carried off the spoil hi 
tniimph. The southerns immediately followed up 
this inroad by ravaging the adjoiliing lands of Sir 
John Gordbn, who in his turn mad« repayment la 
kif»d% This led to a more serious invasion ; for tQ 
avenge these losses and itisuhs, Lord Percy entered ' 
Scotland with 7000men^ and encamped near Dupse ;. 
bdt his fkrther progress was happify stopt by a 
siQ^pIe expedient- adopted by the peasants in the 
neighbourhood. They made use of a kind of rattle, ' 
composed of drie4 skilUb. djal)ettded round ribs of 
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^^ocd, filled widi pebbl6^, and fixed 6ii kmg poiev, for 
the purpose of frigbtetiing the d^r aod wild cat- 
tle iirom their corn. These bag»j when vigorously 
shaken, made a hideous noise. A number of these 
jnaehinea being placed oti the adjacent hills during 
the nighty startled the English horses, which;^ breaking 
away from their keepers, became tbeprej of the Scots. 
Th^ army being awakened by this strange noise, and 
iiodiog themselres deprived both of their horses and 
beftsts of harden, retreated on foot towards the Tweed 
•with the greatest trepidation^ leaving their ba^age 
liebind them.* 

Nothing material occuiTed daring, the few remaini> 
ing years of the reign of Edward III. ;: but on the 
accession of Bichard II. the flama which the borderw 
ers had roused at the tryst of Roxbuigh, was destin>- 
ed to be rekindled. Percy,, who. was now created 
earlol'Northumberland,.eatered Scotland with 10,000 
men ; and^ for the space of three days, ravaged the 
lands of the earl of Dunbar r-^thus evincing, that 
the two wardens^ placed thera for the peace of others, 
were contioually engaged in bi^ils of their own. The 
fespective governments were how compelled to inter- 
fere ; and commissioners were appointed for the pur^ 
pose of quieting these dis(»xlers^ and making repara- 
tion for their mutual injurb& Bat on the night be- 
fore the feast of St Andrew, about the time these ne- 
gotiations shoukl have begun, the castle of Berwick 
was suddenly surprised, by seven desperate fellows 

• Bldpstl|*8 Bord. Hitt. 
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from the Scottish border. This new breach of the 
peace was complained of to the earl of Dunbar, who^ 
however, disclaimed all knowledge of the transac- 
tion.* 

At the period of 1380^ the Seots guned' oonsideni- 
ble advantages on the western borders, partly owing 
to a plague that ravi^;ed the north of England, and 
partly owing to a want of circumspection in those 
who had the administration of affairs during the m»- 
nority of their king. This^ probid)ly induced John, 
duke of Lancaster, the king's uncle, and chief of the 
English regency, to come north at the head of a great 
army, vested with powers to treat with the king of 
Scotland, and to regulate border differences. Ao^ 
cordingly, the earlsof Dunbar and Douglas,. and lord 
Galloway, (then wardens of the marches,) accompa^ 
Hied by the bishops of Glasgow and Dunkeld, met 
the duke at Berwick; but arrangements were post- 
poned till the 12th June, in order that the earl of 
Carrick, eldest son of Robert II., might be present at 
the conference. This congress again met at Abches- 
ter, near Ay ton, on the days appointed ; and, on the 
18th, a truce was concluded between the rival parties 
to continue till Candlemas lS84.f 

During the truce. Earl George, with other Scot* 
tish nobles, performed a pilgrimage to the saint 
of Canterbury4 These, pious^ rambles were as us- 
ual followed by bloody encounters; for scarcely 
had the truce expired, when the Scots took the 

« JBLidpathTs Bord. Hist^ f Ibid- i ChaL CaL iu 
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castfe of Lochntaben. I'his turned the attention 
of the English to the security of Roxburgh •, and, 
tvhile the Baron of Graystock, with his furniture 
and family, proceeded with a convoy of ammunition 
and provision for its relief, the earl of Dunbar 
** o'ertook the spoil-encumber*d foe,** and, with his 
baggage, led the baron captive to the eastle of Dun* 
bar.* 

In fulfilment of the treaty between the French and 
Scots in 1885, John de Vienne, the French admiral, 
arrived in Scotland with 9000 auxiliaries and 50,000 
Kvrei« The nioney was (fistrlbuted amdng the nobi- 
lity ; and of this- ifhby lucre, Earl George pocketed 
4000 tivres, and the earl of Douglas TOOO.f 

Meanwhile,: to disconcert the dengns of the Scots 
and their allies, Richard II. entered Sootland at the 
head of a powerful army. The Scots, who knew 
that their strength lay in their secret ambushes, fled 
before the invaders ; and RieHard; harassed by their 
%ing pinrties, found himself surrounded by ftmine 
ill a ddbrted l^nd. Aft^ setting tire to Edinburgh 
asid the beftutifal abbey of Melrose, and oommitiing 
cither devas^iiidfts, he retrAeed his steps homeward, 
like a destructive vokano returning to ita inflamma- 
ble source. 

' During the English invarion, the earla of Fife, 
I>iaiXibar Md Douglas erosAng the western border 
with an larmy of SOiyOOO men, pkuidefed and laid 
wiMtethecotaitfytotlitfpvemiiets^Neweastle, Thej 
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also took the castles of Wark, Ford, and ComhilT; 
and were on the eve of proceeding to the reduction of 
Roxburgh, when disputes arising between them and 
their auxiliaries respecting the right of conquest, they 
abandoned this enterprise; Hostilities were continued 
on the borders till the middle of the summer of the 
following year, when a truce was concluded at Billy- 
myre in Berwickshire, between the earls of Dunbar 
and Douglas on the one hand, and Lord Neville on 
the other.* 

But these truces were^ as usual, << like angel- visits,, 
short and far between.*' The Scots, in 1887, made 
another successful inroad over the western march. 
At this time, however, the earl of Dunbar seems to^^ 
have been at peace with his neighbours v for, towards 
the end of the year h€ obtained a safe«conduct from . 
the English king,, who allowed hkn to enter his territo-. 
ries with a hundred horsemen iA his train,' and to 
remain for the space of six months. -f* 

In a parliament assembled by B4»bert II. at Aber-^. 
deen» in 1388, it was decreed, t^at a powerful army, 
should invad& the English borders to retaliate some- 
ravages which had been lately committed in Berwick-- 
shire. James, earl of Douglas, with the earl of Dun» 
bar and his brother the earl of Moray, invaded Nor* 
tbumberlaad and Durham with 800(X' men; while the 
earls of Fife and Strathem, (the king^s sons,) entered 
Cumberland with a still more numerous host.:[ 

Douglas having penetrated to. Newcastle, encamp^ 

• Rid£Mth*s Bord, Hist f II4d. f Boliiuhed. 
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€d* in the neighbouriiood, where Henfy P^rejr, (sun- 
named Hotepur,) lay in garrison; Perey^ willing to 
shew some proof of his peisonal prowess, challenged 
Douglas to single combat; In the first encounter 
tie English knight waa unhovsed, and had been ti^ 
ken prison, but for the timelj interference of the gar- 
rison, Douglas carried off Percy^s lance with the 
pennon attached to ic, and waving it on high, swore 
that he would carfy it home to Scotland as a trophy 
of victory, fiuraing with revenge. Hotspur and his 
brother Sir Ralph, immediately collected' an army 
thrice as numerous as the Scots, and taking the be- 
nefit of a moonlight march, suddenly attacked them 
in their camp at Otterburn^ This assault was so 
unexpected, that the earU of Douglas^ Dunbar and 
Moray, who were sitting at sapper in a tent, had 
scarcely time to reach their armour.* The action,. 
which was long and doubtful, was fought with un*- 
common gallantry on both udes. At one moment, 
the Scots giving way,, the English had nearly pene-^ 
trated to Uie Scottish standards, when Patrick Hep- 
bur|],f with his. son and company, conui^ up, gal.^ 

• Heron's Hist Scot; 

f Holimhed giye* u« tins account of tbe origia-of the H«pbiirnt r 
In the reign oF David II.>one of that name, an £iigUshinan» on-- 
being taken prisoner by the Scots, was present while the earl of. 
l^nbar was exercising a young geldmg. The animal proving 
restive, the earl was in imminent danger of his Ut^ when Hepbunr 
lei^ing forward, boldly seised the bridle rein, aad held the aniinal 
tiU the earl aUghted. l^ reward for.thia essential sesvlca, the earl 
gave Hepburn certain lands in Iiothian... 
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landy miptSorted the^ fdting l»ttiiiioiis. The earl of 
Douglas now appraacUng, armed with* a ponderous 
maoe^ and aeoompadied only bj bis cha{rfaln and two 
flquires».riiabcd into the thickest ranks of the enemy, 
and afteir prod^ies of valoar, fell covered with 
wounds^ He desired his folbwers, who had come to 
liii re8c«e» to oonoeal his death, aad avenge his fall. 
^ 1 die like my forefathers,^ said the expiring chie^ 
^' in a field of battle, and not on a bed of sickness. 
Conceal my death, defend my standard, and avenge 
my falL It i» an old prof^iecy, that a dead man 
shall gain a field, and I h<^ it will be accomplished 
Ibis night^* The Scots having again raised the 
standard of their fallen commander, shouted, ^ A 
Douglas I a Douglas r and rushed on with redoubled 
vigour tq the confliot The fight continued, with 
great obstioacy till the morning, when the English 
were completely routed, and the two Percys taken 
pris(H)6rs.f Oa this ngnal defeat, the Northqm- 
brians retired; hut the bishop of Durhism, who had 
arrived too late lit Newcastle t^; join the army of 
Fercy» »ow advanced with fresh finces. The Soote^ 
who were encumbered with their prisoners, were plae^ 
ed in imminent danger in the event of a rencounter 
with the enemy ^ but still flushed with viclory, they 
prepared to meet them, and according to John Major, 
were encouraged with these memQrable words of the 
earl of Dunbar ; 
• Bordtf Minia. i^ 

f HaidliBg u,y9f tiMt Hotspur was taken to Dunbar ; 
** Henry was taken there anone. 
To Dunbar led^ for whomi was made great mono**** 
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^ We have this ni^ty moat noble Soots, suttain- 
led the chief heat and force of the battle ; we have 
•overthrown the youth and strenglhi of Northumber* 
land, with their two princes ; for which there is no 
cause why we, after such honour obtained against 
those valiant princes, should now fear this silly priesi* 
Truly there Femainetb nothing now for U8» but that 
every one of us give but two strokes ; because the 
leader will fly at'the thnrd, and all the flock will fol- 
low : since the shepherd beings stricken, the sheep wiH 
di^rsed. But if they shall so long contend with 
us> that, (as God most rightly forbid,) we chance to 
be overcome, then shall we most shamefully lose the 
-glory,' which we before have honourably gained by 
tins night^s travail. But contrary, if we be men^ 
-and put on us such vaMant hearts, (as the {ireservation 
of honour requireth,) we shall easily teach this mi«> 
tred priest, that it had been far more honour to himv 
safety to his, and most commodity to them all, that 
he had remained at home, with rods to correct un«- 
hridled and negligent scholars, than with- swords to 
ei|ter battle against grown and bearded soldiers.^ 

Having thus spoken, the Scots, who remained se* 
ictirely entrenched in their encampment, agreeably to 
a preconcerted, plan, set up a loud shout with Uieiir 
favourite war^^homs, which being echoed among the 
bills, made the English believe their army considera- 
bly strengthened, upon which the bishop retired, 
vrithout attempting the rescue of the Perdes. This 
battle was fought in August 1388. 

It was happy for the Scots^^that the command of. 
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d»eoi now devoWed on tke mA of Dunfai^, t!i« most 
prudeat generml of kis age; As bis droumspecdMi 
coostantlj predoniuuitedoTer his oourage^fae was ak 
most always inieoesBfol in his various biittle& The 
earl of Dunbar conducted his army with the prisoci^ 
ecB to the Tweed ; carrying the adored reoakis of 
the gallant Douglas to Melrose, the sacred cemetery 
of his yaiiant family. 

Hostilities continue on' the borders tilLipeaee was 
concluded atLelibghen bcftween England and France, 
in 1389, in which the Scots were as usual included. 
Robert, king^of Scotland, died in the following year, 
and was succeeded by his eldeilt son, John^ ead of 
Ctetiek, who, on aacending the tbiroae, assoaaed the 
name of Robert III. But the turbulent chiefs of the 
borders, not sufficiently cheeked by the supreaae ao- 
Ihority, and wanting their brutal oo^ufiation of wiMv 
plunged i^ain inta sceiles of faction and seditioti ai 
home. It was probably the result of sbitie qualiiel 
with the administradbn, though the patticulars ant 
not known, that induced the two gr^at bocdor heroiea^ 
the earls of Dunbar and Doc^ias, to enter at tUs tim^ 
into treaties with the king of England,^ for giviag and 
teceivingud ; and by which they were engaged topaj 
him certain services during thrir lives. The eommis^ 
sion issued to negociate such treaties is still extant^ 
though it is not known how it terminated* But the 
fiefs of the feudal nobility had long become hereditary 
ID Europe; so that a baron who had incurred tbe- 
displeasure of his sovereign, no longer run the risk of 
being stript at random of his honours and possessions. 
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Ito Mr Ulndndvi'a bati a0«k. 

Fu'dowie, ru repair t 
ThcM PMC* wf gantfee pMlcnot 4w«a»«> 

ya« cteacBy feud* axe tberft 
With teuB ni wither tIkA cfavm, 

LUu dmpi o* baleful yew« 
And wail tha beauty that ootild hami 

A knioht tae Xopv and true. 

C. K. BUARPE, Efth 



Lady. ElUabeth Ditmbar.^TfieDuke ofBotJkUiff. 

In 1899, the earl of Dunbar, who now ranked 
among the first of the Scottish nobles, and was about 
to be united with the royal family by the ties of 
blood, was doomed to experience a cruel dbmestic 
aflfiction. His daughter, EKsabeth, had been be« 
trothed to David, the young duke of Bothsay, son 
and heir to the king. On the iaith of the prince, 
who had given a bond, under seal, to perform the 
espousals, the earl had advanced a constderabre por- 
tfon of his daughter's matrimonial settlement 

Archibald, «arl of Douglas, (surnamed the Grim,) 
jealou» of the advantages which, this marriage pro- 
mised to bestow on a family, whose pre-eminence in 
the state already rivalled bis own, protested against 
the ainance, which had not obt^ned the sanction of 
parliament ; and, in the meantime, by his intrigues 
at court, tiirough the influence of the. duke of AI^ 
bany^' who entirely governed the aflfaurs of hb weak 
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brother, he had the contract lietweai the dake cf 
Bothsay and Lady Elisabeth Dunbar cancelled, and 
his own daughter substituted in her place. The 
tnaitiage of David Vitili Marjory Douglas, was there- 
fore celebrated in the church of Bothwell, in Febru- 
ary 1400, while Elisabeth Dunbar, the grandchild 
of the heroic Agnes, was doomed to hide her disap- 
|)ointed loves in a theedess cloister, and like the 
£loisa of Abelard, 

*' Wami in youfh to bid the world farewell.** 

Her noble parent, however, was not so easily ap- 
peased. He hastened into the presence of the king, 
to demand reparation for his child ; or, at least, that 
he should be reimbursed for that part of her dowry 
which had been advanced. These remonstrances were 
in vain ; upon which the earl of Dunbar withdrew 
from the faithless court, and entering into a revenge-, 
ful correspondence with Henry IV., requested that 
lord Furneval or the earl of Westmoreland might be . 
«ent to the marches, to confer with him on the sub- 
ject. As a proof of the splendour of the barony's . 
retinue, he further requested a safe-conduct, to en- 
dure while the feast of the nativity of St John the 
Baptist lasted, for " one hundred knights, and squires, 
and servants, gudes, horse and harness, as well with- 
in walled town as without ^'^ and he goes on to say: 
^* Excellent prince, since that I claim to be of kin 
to you ; and it, peradventure, be nought known on 
your part, I shew it to your lordship by this mj 
letter, that if dame Alice de Beaumont was your 
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tj^amdam, dame Marjory Comjn, ber full sister, was 
^y grandam on the other side, so that I am but of 
fAie fo«Fth degree of km •tiH yoti, the whieh in oM 
thne was called iiear.** 

Heni^ invited Earl Greorge to England, «and ap- 
pointed the earl of Westmoreland and the abbot of 
^Al&wick to treat with him in March, 1400. Leaving 
"die cftsSile i>f X>imbar in diarge of his nephew, Mait- 
land of Lethington, he repaired to England in tho 
ftionth of July. By an indenture drawn up by West- 
moFeland, the earl dUiged himself to renounce aR 
liomage, fealty, «nd service to ** Robert, pretendeA 
4chig ^f Scotland,^ before the ^d Auguet current, in 
«on«iderdtk)n of whi(^, the king, withm that period, 
«or two dajre afier, engaged to grant by his letters pa- 
tfidt, io Earl George, bis wife, and their heirs male, 
the castle and lotdship of Somerton in Lincdnshire, 
laitd ah assignment on the customs of St Botoilph, to 
itbe amouivt of ;50b merks a*year, and also the manor 
*0f CJ^eston, "in the fbrest "oJF Sherwood, during his 
4ife. In rettirn for this grant, he obliged himself 
-to perform liege homage and fealty to the English 
^ndiiardi ; and if wi€hki fourteen days from that 
agreement Henry should enter 'Scotland, his son 6a- 
^m was to be sent as an hostage to -the court cf £ng- 
land. It was further stipulated, that, 'from tbe date cf 

. « :PiqtetaDl» Scot; i. M49. 

13m letter is. <iat«|i CfttUe of PtmbM^ l^^ EtbMity, 1494. 
Xt would appear that the Latin and French languages were the 
court style of writing at this period, for tbe ^arl observes : '\ Mar* 
▼el thee not, (hat t write my letters in English^ For that is more 
=cle«r to my understanding than Latin or French." 

a 
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this contract, the 'subjects of the klag of England 
should support his lordship in the time of need ; and, 
in like manner, that they should be supported by him, 
and be received into his castle of Dunbar or other 
fortresses ; and, on the other hand, that the earl of 
Punbar^s men should be sent, when necessary, to sup- 
ply the garrisons of the castles of the English king in 
Scotland, and be received and supported as loyal sub* 
jects.* 

Robert, who was not ignorant of these transactions^ 
despatched young Douglas to Dunbar ; and Mait- 
land surrendered the castle on the first summonsL 
This second injury was irreparable. The earl on 
his return finding his principal place of strength in 
the hands of the son of his rival, withdrew into Eng- 
land with his wife, family, and followers, meditating 
scenes of deep revolt and retaliation. 

The Scottish king, who now dreaded the intrigues 
of the injured baron, despatched a herald with letters 
of forgiveness ; wherein he not only ofiered pardon 
for past ofiences, but redress for the wrongs he bad 
sustained. Finding this offer spumed, he next de- 
jxianded the English prince to send the rebel out of 
his dominions ; but Henry, sensible of his lordship's 
importance, rejected these remonstrances, and pre- 
pared for war.-f- 

In 1401, the earl of Dunbar and the celebrated 
Hotspur entered Lothian by way of Pople, at the 
head of the Northumbrian yeomanry ; and, advanc- 

• Bid^th*! Bord. Hist* f HoUnshed't Cbrao. 
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iRg to tbe borders of the Tyne, laid siege to the cas- 
tle of Hailes, which successfully sustained their attack. 
Burning the villages of Hailes^ Traprene»and Merk- 
biil, they encamped at Linton and Preston, on the 
northern side of the river.* Young Douglas, having 
mustered his warriors at Edinburgh, went in pursuit 
of the invaders, while they, alarmed at the approach 
of superior numbers, made a precipitate retreat to 
Cockburnspath, and left their baggage and booty be- 
hind than. The Scots pursued them to the gates of 
Berwick, made a great slaughter among the fugi- 
tives, and brought away the spear and banner of Sir 
ThcMiias Tdibot as a trophy of victory .-|-. 

In 1402^ Henry was so well pleased with the earl 
of Dunbar's conduct iit the late inroad,, that he gave 
orders to the wardens of the English marches to ad- 
mit Earl George, his men, and subjects, into the cas^. 
des, fortresses, and walled towns in .England ; and, 
iii tbe spring of this year, a penaon of ^4^ waa 
glranted him during the continuance ,of the war with 
Scotland, on condition that he provided twelve men 
at arms, and twenty archers with horses, to serve 
against Robert The earl's son, Gawin, was also re-i 
ceived into the service of the English monarch, with 
a penmon of £40 per annum. • 

. Shortly after, Henry invaded Scotland with a 
powerful army, but behaved with great clemency to 
the inhabitants. He seemed rather inclined to im- 
press them with a terror of his power than to make 

« HoUnshed. f Cbaknen' CaL iu— Hcnm's Hist Soot. 
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tkev <e»I die loroe of hnr arnu. WUk at Hadtfo^p- 
tflo^ apartBKDts wece as^pnd faim in the numerj^ 
and in retiira he bounteously tewarded the hdy m^ 
teriiood, and caused Ihesr prtcnicts to be respected^ 

Those who wept over the fate eC EiisabeliL Dan^ 
bar wili now listen to the alent but sure retributiqa of 
hearrcn* Hothsi^, the young and peefligateBothsayl 
aiio fell a. prey to the perfidy of faia unde».. Havingi 
eemimtted some youthful- indiscsetioB^ his^ fiisther peF« 
mitted the duke ojf Albany to plaeehim.in confinement. 
This monster, acoompanied by yoimg DbaglaS) s^aedi 
the prinoe when on his wqr. to St Andrews, and, with; 
a strong guard, dn^ged him to die tower of Falkland* 
He was here bdged in a/ small chamber,, undeir die 
canr of two woetches, who were bnbed to report- tbal» 
he diedr oS a dysentery ; bat the opinion preiwikc^ 
that be was starved to death at the. instigation of host 
andntiooa uncle. For some time a. woman . fbuodt 
means to convey meal to the prisones through' a crei^ 
vioe<in the floor ; while another^ by means of a.reed^ 
fed him with milk from her breaste; but dieyweve* 
both^liacoyered and despatehed; Thus destitute ok 
att. flttsteaaace, he i» smd to have .gnawed his own. 6n^ 
gers^ and was left in this horrible manner to pedrii> 
by hunger.* 

The earl of Dunbar did not remain inactive;: but. 
iv ooa}ttnctioa- with Lord Percy, condnually harassedr 
the.So6ttish borders. Arshifadd, earl of Dougiasy 
who had no«c the direetion of military, affairs in thati 
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quarter, sent forth parties, under different leaders, to 
repel and retaliate these wasteful inroads. The first 
of these enterprises was conducted by Thomas Haly* 
burton of Dirleton, who, after having ravi^ed the 
country near Bamburgh, returned laden with spoil. 
Patrick Hepburn, (younger of Hailes,) conducted 
the next inroad) but was not so fortunate ; for, having 
penetrated farther into England, and acquired great 
booty, he was suddenly attacked at West Niabet, ia 
Berwickshire, by the eari of Dunbar, who lay in wait 
with a body of Northumbrians.. Victory was awhile 
doubtful ; but George Dunbar, coming to his fiitber^a 
assistance with a troop of thirty hcnrses, determined 
it in favour of the latter. Hepburn and som^ of the 
bravest. of hisi folbwers were slain ; , while John and, 
Thomas Haly burton, John and William Cockburnit 
and Robert" Lauder of tha Bass, with niany^othersy 
were lak^n prisoners. 

Douglas, who now held the castles :c^ Duabar and 
Edinburgh, 3,nd had the military 'for<^. of thc.bordera 
at his command, was not slow to avenge thi^ disaster* 
About the middle of August, he invaded • England 
with an army of ten or twelve thousand men,. and 
penetrated to Newcastle. Apprised o{ this move* 
ment, the earls of Dunbar and Northumberland^, 
widi; Hotspur and other bacons and knights, assem-- 
bled their 'forces, and met Douglas about a mile from: 
Wooler, posted, on the hill of Halidon. With dif- 
ficulty the earl of Diuibar prevented the impetuoua 
Hotspur from rushing, at the head of his spearmen, 
on the enemy. Agreeably to the counsel of tho'cir- 
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anmpMt' ettri the Bugissit acchcrs'with.' tbeil^ looSf* 
bows* began ta gatl the Seots at a cEstaa^ whHa tiie 
latter, wfaoM bcfvrs were trfiOEt, and within the range 
of the eiiemy,,w«reaniioyed«mth tert^eefifaet. The 
Scottish ehiefy Sir John Swinton^ umdtile longer, 
to bear this pasetw shnigbter^ cailod upon hi^feUom 
aoidftrs.to follow^ hhn down the dec^vify agsnnst ther 
eneoy. At diat m om en t ^ Adan^'Gondon o£ Qrordoii^ 
Utberlo the mortal foe of Swinton,. kneetix^^ beft»^ 
his adTef*sary, entreated forgiveness, and, with* sjm*. 
pathetioenthttstasfld, revested the honnmrof knigl^ 
hood from his handss After tfai» ei^raordinaisy re-> 
eonciHation, the two knighte, with an hundred men,, 
dosed in eombat wMi theEnglish^ but were speediilji 
destroyed*, and the Soots owsplet^ routed. The 
fisgitives were* pursued ix> the Tweed,, atid manj igw 
nolrant of the fords were drowned ; while Dough^^ 
who bad lost an eye, was taken prisoner;* The earfr 
ef Dunbar and Lord Persy, wishing to foHow up 
fteir successes, immediately assaulted the easfie off 
Goefelfvw in T'eviotditle'; but the gallant gnrison e£« 
feoluaUy resisted their atteaspts, and obtmned a truce, 
of fifty dayaf 

After* t^ battle oC Halidoft in* 1409^ Henry ad. 
dl^ssed oengratulary letters to the earl of Suobor^ 
theF^toiesaiid'o«hsvs; and partioukrty insisted that/ 
they should- not raiMom- or* chsmiss any of their p»» 
soners without his eiqpresspemttssion. Tbili'piplnlMtid^ 
prof^ed a resentment whioh had been> galthering:beN 

^ BNTfAtlirs Bbsd* Hiib^-Bfemali Soal^ f i&d«sbf4 . 
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tiri3it:tb0:Fi8ndlttsiaQd timf:B^t^mff$9 ibaiDQw brak^ 
out into open rebeilioiruodfir the pne^«9iceof advaocing, 
JilDrtia^ry tbe Engli^ «arl» ol Marebir to tbe; tbrone ; 
nrhik thj»;e;itrl.Q£ DoMg]Ui%, cm condition of obtaining^ 
biS liberty and tbis town oC Berwick, jwted tbft rebH 

. QhaffintA 9t sofiing tbci sons of hia civals^ Doug)«» 
^d. Albaoj^y so q09U rele^se/ii tbe. earl of Dunbar for- 
sook the r«»beJiioiis ehtefa^, and fled to ibe cpm-tof 
ll«ini:y. He waa neM ang^iged at tbe battle of* 
Sbre^?flj>iiry, wbera HoU^uc was slaio, and tbe aofor* 
t^nate Ii)iougla& again takep priaQner*. Aa these, suc- 
cesses of the king were, in a great measure^. attribut- 
ed! to the earl. <^ I>unbar and: bis^ aoot Uenry beOow- 
edt on tbem ample rewards.* 
, £arJ Gkeor^e no.w suppU(«5ited tba. English parlia- 
mani to r^tor^ h'm; bis estataa. in tbe. event of tbeir 
brnng conquefM ;^ but tboHgb ^hp army peneiratad 
to Innerwick, in £ast Lothian, they made little pro> 
g!3^a&.ia aubdouKg th« earidom o£ March a¥ul Suq. 

ba»fct 
The earl of Dimbar, wjio bad mail«rially''a8mt6di 

ih quashing the rebellion of the Farcies at- S}^rew8>» 

bury, now incurred the veng:eance of the followers of 

i^A( p^>war&il fiui^ily-. la^a l^Jtte^ from tbe. cojuAt^ia. 
ofi IKmbar to Hemj UVu ^ laaMBtft tha* nMaToatuoMi 
her famUy had endured' mcethey left Scotland ^ and- 
attbough surrounded, by the pestileoce, they wejre 
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Hfnud to retire to their castie of Colbrand^th oat 
aeoount of the North umbriansb*^ 

In 1405, while Lord George Dunbar held the 
castle o( Colbrftndsptfth as fieutenant, Chrigtal, a 
shipmaster, and seven marines, when employed io^ 
providing victuals for the garrison, were attacked by* 
two officers, with an armed force, from the gar* 
rison of Berwick, who seized their ships, cargoes,^ 
and men, and carried them thither. An order from the 
king, dated Pbmfret Castle; August S^, commands 
John Topciiff^ sergeant-at-arms, to compel the of-^ 
fenders to make restitution* for the injury they had" 
committed.'!* 

* In 1407, the car! of Dunbar had a dispute with the 
dean and chapter of Lincoln about tithes. This oc-' 
casioned the murder of John Bleswelt at Nanneby, 
by a party of men; for which his lordship obtained? 
a^ pardon from ' Henry, dated May lOtb. > 

» 

* This letter is written in French.— After a prefatory ftddress of^ 
the most fulsome adulation, the countess states the distress she and^ 
1^ lord iMtfOn lay under from the- debt they had incurred, since 
t|iey. were expelled from their country ; that the plague was so pre*- 
▼alent and mortal, that she looked upon nothing but for death in its 
most fearful shapes ; that by no treaty could they gain liberty from 
their enemiea to retire to* Colbrand^spath titl *tfae mortality ceased i ' 
that, since the death of Sir Henry Percy, they were much amoyed ^ 
by the malice shewn to them by his- followers, while the retainers- 
of the earl of Douglas equally harassed them on the other side, by 
making prisoners of their people ;' and she concludes by requesting 
Henry might order such remedy as the bearer would suggest by 
word of mouth.*- -Pinkerton*8 Soot* i« 450* 

t Ridpath*a Bord. Hist. 



But Earl Giimige began «iioa. maae ta aigh' for Am 
^Aadeof theelm^.and Ihe aoHOid o£ diarecd,^ iit> 
h» natij^elimd Through, the: mednniaa. of Walter 
Halyburton of Dirletoa^ who was mamed to the go* 
leemo^'ft da^gbter^ a. leconciliatian wa& effected in 
14S8; yei Soiiglas would nol casfieiU.to bia loidfihip's« 
reaHarationf l»li be had ohiaiiied the oaatle of Loch*. 
nudieB and. the ksrdabip of Amiandafe, m liea of tfas. 
castle of Dunbar and earldoan of Marcfa^ which hr 
thm poa^eaBed.. Albany acaordin^y graiotal a char-, 
ter of Lochmaben and Annandale to Douglaa and. 
Yob hem male; whteh fatliag, the estktea were to re« 
ijiert to George and his succedsors. The earl returns 
ed to Scotland^ and on. the 8th June, wiineaaed a* 
chacfiec of Halybnrton^ at Dirleton.^ 
r Hoatilitiea eonlinuiog, io: 1410, Patrick,. seeand» 
son of the earLof Dunbar^ with, a bundlrod hoave. 
foUowesB,. took. Fasteaatle, and captured Thomaa^ 
Holden, the governor, who had long infested thit* 
cxuintry by hia pillaging excursidns.. Shortly after 
tbis/affiur^. G«win Dunbar, in caii^unctiQn: with Wik 
Kamr Douglas of Drumlaniag, leyelled. the bridg&all 
Boxhurgb,, and plundered: and burnt the: town.-f-- 

In 1411, the earls of Dunbar and Douglas, and 
seven others, were appointed to meet the English 
Goamnismonerv at Hatideir^taBk, to negociate^a truite ; 
afnd, in 1414, we find the son of the former, Sir Par- 
trick Dunbar oFBeil, among the commissioners who 
concluded a furXher. treaty of peace,, in which. Franca 
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was indadisd ; and in «n aimistioe with the latfer 
oountry in the following year, the earl of Dunbar,' 
with the lords of Man and of the Isles^ aie compre** 
hended as the allies of that power.* 

In 14179 the Soots, nnder the duke of Albany, hav- 
ing defeated a body of the English in the n^ghbour-- 
hood of Roxborgb, the governor pursued his suc« 
oess ; but as- an immense army was approaching, the 
earls of Dunbar and Douglas prevailed on him to 
retreat \ and the English did not think it prudent 
to follow. 

• At this period. Sir Robert Umfranviile, governor of 
Berwick, made great devastations on the eastern 
marches, and burnt the market-town of Dunbar, and 
other places on the borders ; but ^* the aged heio- 
comes forth on his staff^ and his grey hiur glitters in 
the beara,^— 41 eontagious- fever dosed the chequered- 
life of Geoige, earl of Dunbar, at the advanced age 
of eighty.two. 

By Christian, daughter of Sir William Seton of 
Seton, he had six sons and two daughters, as follows : 
George, eleventh earl of Dunbar and March; Ga-^ 
win ; Colin ; Patrick Dunbar of Beil ;'f^ John ; Sir 

• Ridpath'i Bord. Hitfe 

, f Sir Patrick Dunbar of Beil^ was taken prtsoner at the battle- 
of Halidon. He was. a hostage for James I. in England, 26th- 
July 1426| when, a safe-conduct was granted to his wife and four 
servants to repair thither. He was ambassador with his bro- 
ther, George, to England,, in 1429. Two charters of George- 
de Dunbar, earl of March, to Patrick Dunbar of Bail» knight, of 
•tveral land^^in Berwickshire, were confirmedi S4th Ap"l l^S2^ ^T 
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David Dunbar of Cockburn ;* also Lady Elisabeth, 
who was betrothed to the duke of Rothsay ; and Lady 
Janet, married first to John, lord Seton^ and next 
to Sir Adam Johnston of Johnston. 

James II. His son, Hugh Dunbar, sold the lands of Beil, in 
East Lothian, and the Mill of lifersington, in Berwickshire, te 
Robert Lauder of Edrington, 13th September 1489.— J>ouglas* 
Peer. ii. 

* Sir David Dunbar of Cockburn was the first who came to the 
assistance of James I. when attacked by his assassins in 1437. A 
charter was granted 7th February 1425-6, ratifying the donation 
which the deceased George Dunbar, earl of March, and George 
Dunbar, now earl of March, made to David Dunbar, son of the 
said deceased George, of the lands of Cockburn and Brighame. 
His only daughter, Mariota, married Alexander, second earl of 
Cr»wlbrd« — Doug. Peer, ii 
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*!!■ no IftiiA «f tunc, 

Thy place U fiU'dj thjr toeptzt wrung tram thee» 
Thy hakn imht off irha«with thon watt anoinfeed « 
Ko tafuttnt iMMe will lall tkae Cow nmr. 
No hamble luiton pren to ipeak for right: 
No> i|Ot ftnwB oomet IbricdnM to thee. 

KIWO HENRT VI 



T?ie last ^fhe Earls. 

'Ueoiige, eleventh earl of Dunbar and March,* sao- 
tseeded his father about the mature age of fifty. He 
waa lieutenant of the castle pf Cockburnspatb^ . §» 
already noticed, in 1405, and was engaged in va- 
nous public transactions during the last years of his 
father's life. In 1390, he obtained from Robert II. 
a grant of his ward-relief and marriage for the earl-> 
dom of March and lordship of Annandale ; and be 
acted as a commissioner for liberating Murdac, son 
•of the regent Albany, in 1411 and 1415.-f- 

In 1427, the earls of Dunbar and Douglas obtain- 
ed a truce from Henry in London for two years, 
which Umfranville had refused. 

The Scots, on the death of Robert, duke of Al- 
bany, began to turn their wishes to their captive 

* He was designed earl of March and Dunbar, lord Annandaie 
and Man ; as in his charter, penes Comitem de Mortouiiy to tli*^ 
abbacy of Melrose.— Nisbet's Heraldry. 

t Douglas* Peer. ii.^ChaL Cal. ii. 
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priaee, who was stijl retained in England; upon 
which, the earl of Dunbar and his brother accom- 
pamed the embaasj sent to oegotiatje the liberation 
of the king. As the regent of Scotland earnestly 
aeconded this ob|ect, it was soon concluded; and 
James I,^ pn the sftipulation of L.40,000, was restor- 
ed to the throne of his ancestors. * 

In 14S49 Earl George was one of the conserva- 
tors of th0 seven^y^ar^s truoe, and had the honour to 
vm^ tb» king and his young consort at Durham on 
tfaeir r«iuna t^ Seotland.f He was also present at the 
coronation at Scoae, on the ^Ist May ; and, with se- 
rs^ eminent nobles, was knighted on that joyous oo- 
<^abn.| 

JBtit x^ouds were gathering over the family of Dun- 
bar which were never to be dispdied. In 1425, the 
eanls of Dunbar and Douglas, with the duke of AU 
bany, and tw^^nty other barons, were suddenly arrest* 
ed and placed in confinemem. The cause of this de« 
psivc measure is thus explicitly stated : 

During Jameses captivity in England, the rapadty 
of the Govemor*s family and other nobles, who had 
shared the spoils of the crown, had nearly alienated 
the royal .domains; and when the ncusy acclamations 
that welcomed the prince's r^urn home b^an to sub- 
mde, he found himself on the throne of an impoverish* 
ed nation. It was in vidn that taxes were levied to 
defray the pational expenditure, while the resources 
of the country were locked up and monopolized by a 

• Hume's Eng. f Ridpath*s Bord. Hist. 4 CbaL C«L it , 
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corrupt administration. Matters halving, therefore, 
reached this necessitous crisis, a parliament, assem- 
bled at Perth, adopted this bold and eflective 
measure. Albany and his sons, with his father4n- 
law, the earl of Lennox, weretxmsigned to the axe of 
the executioner, while the earl of Dunbar, and most 
of the other barons, whose guilt was less apparent, 
were set at liberty.* 

The royal confidence being restored, the earl cf 
Dunbar was employed in negotiating temporary 
truces with England ; and officiated as sponsor for 
James II. at Holyroodhouse, October 14S0.-f 

In 1435, the earl of Dunbar and his son Patrick 
visited England ; and, on the SSth January ensuing, 
they had a safe-conduct granted them, to continue 
in force for a year. The motive of this visit to the 
English court is not known ; but it was highly im« 
prudent. The slumbering jealousies of James, 
who had already struck a blow at the power of 
the barons, were easily awakened ; and he at length 
formed the bold plan of seising the estates and 
fortresses of a family, which for ages had been the 
most powerful and most opulent on the Scottish bor* 
ders. The earl of Dunbar was arrested and impri* 
soned in the castle of Edinburgh, while the earl of 
Angus, Chancellor Chrichton, and Adam Hepburn 
of Hailes, were despatched with letters to the keeper 
of the castle of Dunbar, who immediately surrender- 

• HoliD8hed*8 Chroxu— Heron*s ScoU f Ciial. Cat. u. , 
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ed it to the king's authority, and Hepburn was left 
eoDstable of this important fortress.. 
• In a parliament assembled at Perth, on the 10th 
January 1434-5, George was accused, not for any 
treason committed by himself, but for holding his 
earldom and estates, which had been forfeited by 
his father's tergiversation. *' In vain did he ptead,*^ 
says Bobert Douglas, << that his father had been 
pardoned and restored by Albany ;" it was an- 
swered, << that a forfeiture incurred for treason 
could not be pardoned by a regent;^ and the 
parliament, in compliance with this reasoning, hav* 
ing heard Sir George Dunbar, knight, on his part, 
adjudged, ** that» in consequence of the attainder of 
George de Dunbar, formerly earl of March and lord 
of Dunbar, every right both of property and posses- 
sion in all and each of those estates in the earldom of 
March and lordship of Dunbar, and all other lands 
which he held of our. said lord the King, with all 
and each of their appurtenances, did and does exclu- 
sively belong and appertain to our lord the King.^ 
Thus it was found that the earldom and estates of the 
4arl of Dunbar were now vested in the crown. 

These harsh proceedings may safely be attributed 
to an envious ministry. James could not soon for- 
,get the interest the earl of Dunbar had taken in his 
liberation ; and, according to Fordun, he created him 
earl of Buchan, as some atonement for this cruel de- 
cision ; or, as it. was otherwise said^ he had an as- 
signment on the earldom of Buchan, which being 
,£bund inadequate,, on the death of James, 400 merks 
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yearly were granted out of bis ancieDt inheritance till 
James II. came to the crown. 

There was little policy in thas removing this fUiis- 
(rious nobleman from the borders. He was oert&inly 
a severe check on the Douglases, who seem to have 
contributed to his overthrow, and wliose family soon 
proved an ungovernable burden to the crown. 

After this reverse, the earl and his son retiretl idfh 
their families to England, to hide their former spleil« 
dour in obscurity. By a charter granted in 1457, it 
appears that Patrick Dunbar, son of George, eart of 
March, possessed the lands and barony of Kileon* 
c|uhar, in Fife, which being held under the bishop of 
St Andrews, were not involved in the forfeiture to 
the king. 

The earl of Dunbar is supposed to have been 
twice married. By his first wife, Beatrix, he had 
a son, the before-mentioned Patrick; and, in 14S1 
he obtained a dispensation for his espousals with 
Halysie, daughter of the late William de Hayj^ 
knight, lord of Vhestyr, permitting him to marry:^ 
notwithstanding they were related in the fourth de» 
gree of consanguinity,, and Beatrix, his fest wife, was 
in the second degree of consanguinity to this lady. 
But whether this last marriage took place is' uncer* 
tain, as Alicia, daughter of Sir William Hay of Ye^ 
ter, married Sir Gilbert Hay of Errol. 

James I. was destined to fall the victim of Ihos^ 
nobles who had planned the destruction of this pa- 
tent family. On the night of the 21st February, 
Stewart and Graham^ with seven of their accom-. 
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plices, forced their way into the kiDg^s apartment ia 
his favourite Carthusian monastery at Perth. Har- 
mg slain Straiton, the only domestic in waiting, thty 
burst into Jameses chamber, while he sat at supper, 
and assassinated him before the queen. Her majesty^ 
who had vainly interposed hei^self to the murderer^^ 
daggers, was wcninded in the scuffle. Sir David Dun- 
bar, (brother to the earl,) on receiving intelligence, 
hastened from the town, and in his attempt to rescue 
the king, and intercept the retreat of the assassins, 
he was severely wounded ia the arm, and left for 
'dead on the floor. 

The last exploit we have to record of this now 
subdued family, happened in 1446 i when Jane Sey- 
mour, the queen-mother, ilying during the tumult 
raised by the barons to Dunbar Castle, now held 
by Sir Patrick Hepburn, Archibald Dunbar took 
the castle of Hmles,, and put the garrison to the 
sword.* 

Patrick Dunbar,, son and heir of the last earl of 
jQun bar, possessed the barony of Kilconquar in Fife. 
liis charter runs thiis : " Patricii Dunbar, filii et 
herede Georgii Comitis de March, terrarum baroniae 
de Kilconquhar, circa annum 1437.''^ These lands 
were enjoyed by his posterity for several generations, 
till the last of them dying in the reign of Queen Ma- 
ry, left their memory but a name, and their grandeur 
but a dream. 
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CirAPt«!l X. 

Ah Bier I tBrUlM Mdb oTtty 1«UWT 

The tigtr nmr Mtb tdied tite gcntk hU& 
Inralting tyimnny iKgtni to Jut * 
V^ tbf tium|Biit Md «wlt»t^nM* 

RICHARD IIL 

For some tirne^ the estates of Dunbar and Marcli^ 
pow vested in the crown, were held by the Homes 
and Hepburns conjunctly, as stewards. In 1448> 
the earl of Northumberland invaded the eastern bor- 
ders, and burnt and ravaged Dunbar,* On the death 
of the queeivmother, Hepburn delivered up the cas-^ 
tie to the king.-f* 

Thie lordship of Dunbar was bestowedby James III 
on his s^ond son, Alexander,^duke of Albany, in hi& 
infancy* After the marriage of James III. in IHlXj^ 
the duke, his brother, is introduced to us, by the 
Chronicler of Pitscottie^ " as one well proportioned 
in all his members ; yet he was broad-faced^ red-nos* 
ed, great-eared, and of very awful countenance, when 
he pleased to shew himself to his unfriends.* This 
amiable personage was also *^ very wise and manly^^ 
and loved nothing so well as able men and good 
horses; ^' and was held in such estimaUon by the 
lords and bacons of Scotlaad^ that they durst never 

• LitidiMij of FlticotCii^ f Hdinshed, 
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rebel against the king, so long as he rang in pcaee 
with his brother.*^ *Ta his grace was awarded the 
castle of Dunbar with the living pertaining.ihereto ; 
be was also appointed captain of Berwick, and lieu- 
tenant of the eastern borders. 

Albany, as a natunJ consequence, soon iseurrecl 
^e displeasure of hotd Home, who had enjioyed the 
chamberlainship of Dunbar and March cturing the 
reign of James II. The duke heedless of the pre- 
tensions of his lordship, drew the profits and duties 
of these lands himself, which exasperated Home so 
much that he joined in league with the Hepburns ; 
but as Albany resided in the castle of Dunbar, and 
badt the men of tbe eastern nurrches at liis eommand^ 
the border chieftains were unsuccessful in tlieiroppot* 
srtiofi. Finding their comlttned forces could not 
thwart the duke, they demised means ta ruii) him in 
the opinion of the king. One Cochran, an architeo9> 
bad at this time gained a wonderful ascendency over 
tbe mind of James. To this* favourite tbe inj.ure4 
party addressed themselves ; and as the duke was no 
less odious to this upstart than to the barons of the 
Merse, he soon found means to poison tbe mind of 
kis majesty against his brotbes. Tbe powers of dark- 
ness were conj,ured up to aid in tfiis work of iniquity, 
wd a witch being ushctred into the royal presence, 
predicted,, thajt ** tbe king should be suddenly slain 
by oiie of the nearest of his kia T* James^^s. suspiciooa 

mad OB 0»* of thM« av«oioq»» Jumfs IIL hwing motmtad & hmekr 
nej to rid« from the castle to Hol^rood A^Umj^ refowd to move on 
till hU brother bad mounted behind him^ when the; rode on the 
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were ndw excited. The earl of Mar was arrestedl, 
and committed to Craig Millar Gastle, where, after 
being accused of practising sorcery against the kingV 
life, he was bfought to Edinbui^h^and bled to death ; 
while Albany, who was imprisoned in Edinburgh 
Castle, by a dangerous stratagem, and with great dif- 
ficulty, eifected his escape to the castle of Dunbar ;* 
from whence he proceeded toFrance, where be married 
.the duchess of Bouillon, and remained there till 1482. 
Meanwhile, the king being informed of the dukeV 
escape, sent Lord Evandale, then chancellor, to be- 
^ege Dunbar. In a stiort but warm contest, three 
,knights were slain. The lords of Luss and Craigie- 
,wallace, and Sir William Shaw of Sauchie fell by the 
shot of the same gun, while John Ramsay was killed 
by a stone thrown from the battlements. The garri- 
son, finding it impracticable to resist the royal au- 
thority, made their escape by sea, bearing the princi* 
pal articles with them.-f- Amongst these were Home 
of Folwarth, Andrew Jackson, David Chirnside, and 

■ 

same horse down the High Sh-eet of the metropolis, an edifying^ 
spectacle of fraternal concord, which, however, did'notlong remain 
unbroken.** — Provincial Ant. ii. 

- * A coil of ropes was conveyed to the duke in a cask o£ wine, 
^d a letter,, warning him to effect bis escape, inclosed within a cake 
of wax. Having plied the captain, whom he had engaged in a 
game at dice, and his attendants with wine, he suddenly slew bim, 
and the rest shared the same fate. The keys, which were at the 
officer's belt, supplied the duke with the means of escaping to. 
the battlements, while the sheets on his bed supplied the means 
of lengthening the rope, with which he descended without injury* 
and reached the sea-coast, where a skiff was ready to receive hhn. 
f Hblinshed*s Cbroa. 
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others, who, by their names, seem to have belonged to 
the Merse or East Lothian, and who were declared' 
forfeited by parliament in 1480. This is supposed to 
be the first time artillery was used against the castle 
of Dunbar. 

In 148S, Albany left France for England^ and en- 
tering into a league with the English monarch, he pro- 
ceeded to Scotland, and took possession of Bewick, A 
peace was now conclvided between the sister kingdoms^ 
when he was once more restored to his Scottish po88e9* 
sions* This was, however, of short dtiration. Und^r 
pretence that an attempt had been made to take away 
his life by poison, he again fled to the castle of Dunbar. 
On this occasion, the earls of Angus, Buchan, and 
others, followed the fortunes of the duke, when the 
king alarmed, shut himself up in the castle of Edin- 
burgh, and raised an army, to lay siege to Dunbar. AU 
bany, terrified into submission, delivered uptlieci^tle 
to the English, and sheltered himself under the proteio- 
tion of Edward, till again departing to France he waB 
slain in a tilting match by the duke of Orleans. 

In 1484, the c^lstle wad in the hands of the Eng- 
lish. Some partial successes of James induced 
Richard, who was harassed by his rebellious subjects 
at home, to negotiate a peace ; but as Berwick wais 
in possessicoK of the enemy, Dunbar, which was of 
material consequence to the Scots, as tl^ key of the 
'eastern marches, furnished an insurmountable obsta* 
cle to any peaceable arrangement It was, therefore, 
found necessary, on the plenipotentiaries meeting at 
Nottingham in September, that the castle of Dunbar 
sliould form a separate article in the treaty ; viz» 
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'< The castle of Dunbar, with the bounds belong- 
ing to it, was to enjoy an undisturbed exemption frooL 
war for the certain term of six months, after the com- 
mencement of the general truce;— and this truce 
with the castle was to continue during the remainder 
of the three years' truce, if the king of Scotland did 
not notify to the king of England, six weeks after its 
eommencement, that it was not his wish that it should 
be comprehended longer than six months. Certifying, 
that should hostilities commence after that period, 
ibey should be wholly confined to the attack and de- 
fence of that fortress, and should in no other respect 
infringe the peace concluded between the king- 
doms."* 

It is with no surprise, therefore, that we be- 
hold the Scottish parliament in February 1485, ad- 
vise the king to besiege the castle of Dunbar. By 
the first of May, all the men on the south side of 
the Forth, capable of bearing arms, were summoned 
to repair to Dunbar^ properly accoutred, and furnish^ 
ed with provisions for twenty days ; while by the 
•18th of the same month, those, on the north of the 
same river were to relieve their countrymen, and to. 
share in the labour and glory of the enterprise.-f* 
Notwithstanding this parade, nothing hostile was at-- 
tempted during the life of Richard. III. who. con.- 
tinued to amuse James with fair promises in reply 
to repeated solicitations for the restoration of this im- 
portant fortress^ But when "the weight of Richard'^s 
guilt had crushed him on the bloody, field of Bos worth,?^ 
James, taking advantage of the commotion which placed 

« BJdpatliV Bixrd. Hisu f ^^^ 
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Henry, earl of Richmond, on the throne, laid siege to 
Dunbar in winter, and compelled the garrison to suf# 
render. This, however, did not break the truce; 
as at this period both monarchs had strong reasons 
to cultivate a good understanding with each other. , 
The mutual hatred betwixt James and his nobles 
increasing, at length broke out into open rebellion. 
He then resolved to annex unalienable to the crown 
the lands forfeited by the duke of Albany, and 
this was accomplished hy act of parliament, on the 
1st October, 1487. These lands were the lordship 
and earldom of March, the baronies of Dunbar and 
Colbrandspath, with the castle of Dunbar, and tower 
and fortalice of Colbrandspath, and the lordship of 
Annandale, with the castle of Lochmaben.* These 
dependencies, particularly the castles of Dunbar and 
Lochroaben, and the tower and fortress of Codcburn- 
spath were vested in the king ; but any gift of thena 
made by him or his successors, without the consent 
of parliament, was to be considered revocable. The 
Tepresentatives of the burghs alone appear to have 
sanctioned this arrangement. Indeed, a project 
which threatened the introduction of severer mea* 
sures tban those to which the border chiefs had 

m 

been accustomed, could not fail to excite alarm and 
furious resentment ; and immediately the southern 
counties, instigated by the Homes and the Hep* 
burns, were once more in array against the king. 

The rebels, to give a colour to their proceedings, 
placed the duke of Rothsay, the eldest sonof Jataes, 

* Dougltts' Peer, »• 
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«t Aeir head ; and thrir first object was to retake the 
castle of Dunbar. This was speedily effected. They 
pursued die king to Stirling; a party under the lords 
Angus and Home decided the event ; the royalists 
were routed^ and their monarch slain. 

dunbar Castle was iiow in possession of the re* 
bellious lords. In 1490, the English, taking advan- 
tage of these civil caoHOotionSy entered the fritli of 
Forth with five vessels^ and did considerable damage 
to the mercantile shipping. J.aine8, irritated by this 
indignity, could not prevjiil upon any masters of ve^Si- 
seis to proceed against the enemy, till tbey i^licd to 
Sir Andrew Wood of Largo, whom they incited to 
the enterprise by Ivge supplies of men and artillery, 
and with promises of royal favour and reward. 
Wood proceeded with his two ^ips, the Flower 
and the Vellow Carvel, against the English, who 
also were wdt furnisbed with artillery, and over- 
taking them opposite Dunbar castlp, a sanguinary 
eoufiict ensued. The ScotUsh admiral^s courage and 
naval akill secured the victory. The five English 
ships were taken and brought to Leitb; and Wood 
was amply rewarded by his sovert»gn and the ap- 
plause of his country. This incident shews us the 
insignificance, rather than the want of bravery, of the 
Scottish navy at this pcuriod, when Wood had to be 
bribed into ithe sermce. 

fienry VIL dispkoa^ed at the di^^ace infiictedl 
on his flag by a naliqn unknown in the aonals 
^ ufae aea, offered no yearly jivim io #ny Qprnmao^r 
who should capture Wood. Stephen Bull, an Eng. 
lish officer, engaged tp M^ $hp Scottish hero dead or 



idntr and widi tbtee fthip% stronglj garnished for war^ 
proceeded to the Forth. He anchored behind the 
isle of May, and waited the return of Wood> who 
had been escorting sooie vessels to Flanders. On the 
morning of the lOth August, he descried two vessels 
under sail near St Abb'^s Head, which proved to be 
chose of the Scottish admiral. Bull distributed wine a- 
moRgst Iu8 raeQ to inspire their courage, while Wood, 
nsgardiesB of superior numbers, prepared for the at- 
tack. <^ These, my lads,^ he exclaimed, ** are the 
fbes^ who CKpect to convey us in bonds to the Eng- 
lish king ; but, by your courage, and the help of 
God, they shall fatL Charge, gunners : let the cross- 
bows be ready ; have the lirae»pots and fire-balls to 
the tops ; two*handed swords to the forerooms. Be 
stout, be diligent, for your own sakes and for the ho- 
nour of the realm.^ Wine was then dealt out, and 
the- ships resounded with acclamations* The sun 
rising above the horizon, shone full upon the Eng- 
lish vessels, and displayed their magnitude to the 
Scots. Wood, by a skilful manosuvre, attained the' 
windward of the enemy, and engaging in close com- 
bat, the battle raged undecided till the shades of 
night parted the combatants. Next day at dawn, 
the trumpets sounded to arms, when the conflict was 
renewed with such obstinacy, that the neglected ves- 
sels were allowed to drive before an ebb-tide and 
south wind, till they were oj^osite the Tay. At 
length the valour of the Scots prevailed, and the 
three English ships were captured. 

When the intestine commotions^ which raged on 

Mr 
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V 

the accession of James IV. began to subside, inteiw 
vals of peace gleamed upon the borders, and truces 
If ere made and violated, like *^ sunny brightnesses 
breaking through** the pauses of the storm. 

On the marriage of the Princess Margaret of Eng- 
land with the king of Scotland in 1503, the earldom 
of Dunbar and lordship of Cockburnspath, with their 
dependancies, lying in the constabulary of Hadding- 
ton, were assigned as the jointure of the young 
queen; and Bobert Sherburn, dean of St Pauls, 
her majesty^s attorney, obtained seisin for the same 
from the sheriff of Edinburgh. ** 26th May 1608, 
James Logan, the sheriff of Edinburgh, went < ad 
crucem fori/ to the market-cross of Dunbar; and 
there personally gave seisin and possession corporal, 
of the earldom of Dunbar, and lordship of Cow- 
burnspecht, to the queen's attorney, in presence of 
the bailies of Dunbar, and other respectable wit- 
nesses ;^* but in this article the castle of Dunbar, 
and its custody, is expressly mentioned as being re-« 
served by the king to himself. 

Nothing further occurs in the history of Dunbar 
till afier the fatal field of Flodden, where James per- 
ished with the flower of his nobility. The crown 
now devolved to his son, a boy about two years old. 
On this event, the family of Albany was again an in- 
mate of the castle. John^ duke of Albany, (son to 
the expatriated duke,) who had been born and bred 
i^ France, was invited to Accept of the regency ; and 
as he soon found it necessary to employ foreign auxi- 
liaries against the turbulent chiefs of the borders, in 

* Chalmea* CaL ii« 
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IfilS, Dunbar saw its fortress garrisoned with' French 
«oldiers.* 

By some means the chamberlain^s mother was de^- 
tained prisoner in the castle, upon which lord Home^ 
who was at enmity with the governor, penetrated into 
Lothian, plundered Dunbar, and seizing on the Lyon 
Herald at Coldstream, took him into custody till the 
lady should be released. This triumph was of short 
duration ; for shortly after. Home and his brother 
William, were arrested by the artifices of Albany, and 
led to'the block. 

After the execution of lord Home, in 1617, Albany 
created Sir Anthony D'Arcy, (styled k sieur de la 
Beaute,) a Frenchman, warden of the east marches 
-and captain of Dunbar. While the duke was absent 
on a visit to the king of France, this gentleman held 
the delegated reins of government ; and as might 
have been anticipated, the substitution of a foreigner 
in the place of Home, by the person who had brought 
his lordship to the scaffold, drew down the vengeance 
of his kindred on his devoted bead. 

William Cookburn, uncle to the lairdof Langton, 
purposely ejected from the castle of Langton the tu- 
tors of his nephew, who was then in his minority, 
and held the place by force in contempt of the re- 
gent's authority. D'Arcy, depending on the aid of 
Sir David Home of Wedderburn, who had com- 
menced a mock siege of the place, repaired with a 
&w neighbouring gentlemen and domestics to the 

• Btapath*s Bordr Hist. 
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^t Home immediatelj reviled If Arty amd \m 
master for the death of his kinsman, when a reiK- 
oouBter took place, and the Frenchman seeking for 
safety by ffight, directed his course to Dunbar. Hts 
horse unfortunately sunk in a morass, a little east 
from Dunse; and the pursuers coming up, ovte 
of them struck off D^Arcy^s bead, which, fixing 
ion a spear, they exhibited in that town ; and theft 
carried it in triumph to grin with ghastly horror on 
the battlements of Home <»stle. In^nred with th^ 
ferocious spirit of the age, David Home cut off 
DlAjrcy's long flowing locks, whidi were gracefully 
plaited like womens^hair, and knitting them as a tro* 
phy, hung them on his saddIe>bow.* 

After the murder of D^Arcy, Morrice, andtlW 
Frenchman, was sent in 1518, with a r^fcnrcement 
of soldiers from France, to take charge <^ die castle^ 

Bobert Stuart D^Aubigny and the Seigneur dels 
planes landed at Dunbar on the 27th November, 
15S0, with overtures of peace to the king of England, 
as the truce with Scotland was neariy expired ; and^ 
in 11^1, the duke of Albany returned from France 
to Dunbar, after an absence of four years and five 
montJis, with a powerful escort <^ Fr^ich guards and 
4«rtillery.-}- 

Henry VI IL, jealous of the influence which the 
govertior possessed over the young prince, Ims .rm- 
phew^ imd the queen«>mother, was muefa displeased at 
his return ; and even sent a herald to the states of 

* Llndsay'a ChroQ« f Hidpath's Bord» HisU 
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Scotland, requesting that thej should depose Albany 
from the charge of the king and government^ and 
banish him from the kingdom. Incensed at this pre^ 
sumption, the duke invaded England ; but speedily 
disbanding his forceSf- he returned once more to 
Franee in qyest of aid. In the middle of Sepjtember 
ISSSf he arrived on the coast o£ Arran, with a fleet 
of fifty ships, containing 3000 foot and 100 gena- 
d^armes. After an unsucces^ul siege of the castle of 
Wark, he returned to Dunbar, where he probably 
remained dll December, when he bade a final adieu 
to Scotland^ after an inefficient regency of eight 
years-- 

On bis last visit to Danbar, the governor built |t 
great store-bouse and inch ta the cattle, called the 
outward blockhouse^ and fortified it with artillery.* 

The French continued to hold the castle of Dun- 
biar for the regent, even after his return from the^r 
country was despfured of«. In December 1527» when 
James V. laid siege to Tantallon, then the strong- 
holdof 'Douglai^ he " gart send to- the castle of Duo- 
bar,'^ says Lindsay of Pitscottie^ *< to Captain Mor- 
rice, to borrow «ome artillery^ imd laid great pledges 
for the same ; because the castle was thea in the 
duke of Albany ^s' hand^ and the artillery thereof his 
own ; but it was ever at the king's pleasure when he 
had ought ado, and that by the command of the said 
duke of Albany. Butyet,. for restoring and delivering 
of the same^ and observii^ of a good order^ caused 

* landsay*! Chron.^ 
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three loMs to pasft in pledge for the Mid bitillerjv 
Itill it was delivered i^ain, and received the aame, ia 
manner as after follows : that is to say, two great 
tanons thrown-mouthed Mow and ber Maitow^ 
with two great botcards and two znoyans, two double 
fidcons, and four quarter falcons, with tbeir powder 
and ballets^ and guntiers for t6 dse them, conform to 
the king'^s pleasure.'** After the aege of Tantallon,. 
Argyle came to Dunbmr in pursuit of Douglas^ and 
advanced to the tVase. 

In 1698, James sent to Flanders for more M-tiilery. 
and amnmnition to supply Dunbar, Stirling, fee. 

The castle continued to be occupied bj the Frecfcb 
during flie reign of James V. ; and When this unhap^ 
py monarch, wounded by the perfidy of his noWes, 
had abandoned himself to melancholy^ it is said that 
liis distresses were increased by the intelligence that 
one Leech, a Lincolnl^hire refugee, had murdered 
Somerset, an English herald, at Dunbar. -f 

• Lindsay's CtiroD.^ f iUdintli*i Bord. 
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CHAPTER XU 



Tbe iniest XfAiAA i3m htVbl -gnnp btkke tUte altar s^ild* 
And sigh'd fts he drew forth his book ^Mrith flour reluctant haad r 
He aftur the bri&e^ flower*wreAthedludr, and mazk'd ber lovely eyet> 
Asid dca&'a Is ZcM W Chrttttan rtte'ttaaa hJ^LgKa Mcrffice. 

THE KS£FSAK£. 



iQ}ieen Mary. 

The same picture, it hasbeei^ observed, #ith d^^r 
shadows, is about to be exhibit^, that disgraced the 
former minorities. James V. was succeeded by bi3 
datiighter Mary, on infant seareely« BKKi^h okl. The 
'ambition "dfthi^ ^r^t, whieh the itfrigsiof France «iid 
England endeavoured to keep at vartancfe, emp^loyed 
every means to strengthen their par^y, while the dif. 
ferenee of religious opinions that now prevailed, a^ 
fordM a favourable opportunity for tiieir 'ac<;Miplk(lii. 
ment. Jam6s had left tbe office 'of f^xit ^p^n tt> 
ev6ry pi^tender, ahd 'Cardmal fieatoh "was tli'e Hirst 
that claimed that high dignity ; but the church par^ 
were dfsoom&ted) and on the S2d DeeembeiSk^ tbe^arl 
of Arraii, oh being pitkjFaitoed sole totrtr ft> tibe'qiseen» 
and governor of the kingdom, ii^sumed the rights df 
the eastle c^ Dunbar. 

The English^ in the inroad waAet the earl <]i 
Hertford, hn lS44, ^ft§r their fetU^n ftom the me^ 
of Leith^ and after burning Ha(ddS!ngtdn> ^dtftrpeiii 
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the second night near Dunbar, (S6th May,) and on 
the morning set fire to the town, when *< men, women, 
and children, were suffocated and burnt**^ 

During another inroad, they took and fortified the 
abbey of Coldingham, and ravaged the neighbour- 
hood. The goYcmor who went in pursuit of the in- 
Yaders, met with such a gallant re«stance, that^alarm- 
ed at the approach of the main army, he secretly de» 
parted to Dunbar. The bravery of Angus, however^ 
saved the artillery. With a band of his dependants 
he marched in rear of the ordnance, and in despite of 
the English horsemen^ brought it safe to the castle. 

In 1547) when lord Borthwickwas appointed keepr 

* ** The same daj we bnrnt a fine town of the earl Bothwell's^ 
called Haddington, with a great nunnery and a house of friarK 
The next night after, we encamped besides JDunbar; and there th*' 
SeoCa gave a«niaU alann to our camp. But our watches were in 
soch readinesa that thej had no vantage there^ but- were faia - 
to recoil without doing of any harm. That night they looked for 
us to haTe burnt the town of Dunbar, whic hwe deferred till thte 
morning at the dislodging of our camp, which we executed by V. C • 
of our hakbtttters, being backed with V.C. horsemen. And by reg- 
ion we took them ia the morning who having watched all nigl|t 
for our coming, and perceiving our army to dislodge and depart, 
thought themselves safe of lis^ were newly gone to their beds ; and 
la their first sleeps closed in with fire, men, women, and children, 
were suffocated and burnt. That morning being very misty and 
foggy f we had perfect knowledge by our espials, that the Scots had 
assembled a great power at a strait called the Tease. ''—J^j^iedicion 
under the Erie of Hertforde. 

The other piles and villages- desolated by these cold-blooded sa- 
vages, were Preston andf the castle of Seton, Tranent, Shen8tone» 
(probably Stevenston*.) Marklei TrapriD^ KirkUmdhill, Hetfaer- 
wick| Belton, East Bams^&c. 
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er of Hail€Ss«bstfe» (d lining «h6 0titlfl<«rry of Bothlrell,) 
be was oommaiidecl, in the event of being mttadced b^ 
the English, to apply to the captain of DcmtNir fdt 
aMslance in th^ Lord Governor's abeefice. 

Tire same yeai^ the duke of Sotteriset icfvadeA 
SeotJttid wvtAi •& ainiy of 14,000 men. BeaootH 
were placed on the bills near thfe coast. Robert 
iiainiilton^ i^aptain of Dcmbar^ was vhAfgei. with 
that on the I>Mniiaw above Spot ; tlie prioress ef 
N^rth Bewick with that on Nc^th Berwick Law \ 
asud the earl of Botfawell with Dudlpender Lawi 
Ai^d it was ordained, tfarkt ail fendbie men, betweeA 
fixi;een :and sucty, shouM ^peltr at the .markets 
crosses of Dunbar, North Berwick, Haddington, &c. 
'* weil boddin in £ur of weir.*"* The duke's amjr 
lianng orassed tihe pass of Peaiw, with ^< puftyng and 
payhe,^ as Patten say*, demolished th6 «ifttle^ xf 
T)un|;lass, Innerwick, and Tf horn ton "f; Oh passing 

• Keith^s ^ist. 5^. 

f ** This done, about noon, we marcliecl oi), passing teibn afteV 
vttbin the gunshot of t>uabar, a town standing longwise upon thie 
sea-side, Whereat is a castle, (which the ScoCs count veiy strong,) 
that sent us divers shots as we passed, but all in vahi I tlietr horse- 
men shewed tKemseWes in tlreiir fields beside us, towards whom BiiN 
tevile with his viii. men, all hakbutters onhotseback, (whom he hacl 
right well appointed,) and John de ]flybaucl, with divers others, did 
make ; but no burt on either side, saving that a man of dartevile*s 
slew one 6f them with his piece, the skirmish wsft soon ended. We 
went a ilii. mile farther, and having travelled that clay a x. mite, w'e 
^itrnped nig^ fan'ta!1on, afrd hsA at nt^t a bKnd a^ahn. Here 
had we fii-sft adveitisement ciertftiA, thtit itth Scbtk Vei% tfss^mbi^d 
in camp at the place wb^Bt^ W« fo^nA tbMi. 

*^ Marching this morning a ii. mile, we came to a fiiir river caU> 
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Dunbflir, the castle fired serend shots, but the anny 
had not time to spare from their main enterpiize for 
the reduction of such a strong fortress. 

After the defeat at Pinkey* in 1548, Dunbar was 
burnt by the Grennan mercenaries under the earl of 
Shrewsbury, on his return to England from the at^ 
tack on Haddington. 

In 1550, when Thomas, master of Ersktne, was 
sent ambassador to France, he was instructed to re^ 
quest the French king, to ibrtify and maintain such 
garrisons in Duid)ar, Blackness, &c. as were neces- 
sary in the time of peace ;-|* and, in 1551, when the 
fort of Aberlady at Luffness was considered an un- 

td Ljn, (T^c,) ruimlQg aU tttugfat caslwird towafd tfie sea ; wet 
this river is there a stone bridge, that they name Linton bridge, of 
a town thereby on our right hand, and eastward as we went, that 
stands upon the same river. Our horsemen and carriages fwssed 
Arougb-tbo water, (foi it was not verjdeep,) our footmen over 
the bridge. The passage was very strait for an army, and therefore - 
the longer in setting over. Beyond this bridge about a mile west^ 
ward, (for so methought as then we turned J. upon the same river on 
the southside, stands a peoper house, and of some strength, be1ike» 
they call it Uajles Castle, and pertaineth to the earl, of Bothwell, 
but kept as then by the governor's appointment, who held the earl 
in prison." — Paiten's Journal. 

The army kept along the coast, to be near their ships, which 
were in the Forth ; from Hailes. they proceeded hy Beanston and 
Garleton to Longniddry, keeping clear of Haddington ; their en* 
campment on the dlh. September being at Sali Preston. 

* The lord of Yester and Hobby Hambleton, captain of Dtt^bary 
were amongst the prisoners taken at the battle of Finkey* 

t See Note !• at the end.of this chapter. 
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necessary burden to the state, Patrick Hepburn of 
Waughton was authorized to demolish it, and to 
send the ammunition and artillery to Dunbar at his 
own expense.* 

In June 1555, the . queen-regent, on her return 
from the southern shires, visited Dunbar; and, in 
1557, she sent De Oysel, the lieutenant of the French 
king in Scotland, with a detachment of French from 
the castle, to rebuild the fortress of Eyemouth, which, 
by the convention of 1551, had been demolished.-t" 
- After the destruction of Perth and the abbey of 
Scone by the partisans of John Knox in 1559, the 
queen-regent, alarmed for her safety, fled with three 
hundred guards to the castle of Dunbar.;^ 

In 1560, when the English forces, under Lord 
Grey passed Dunbar on their way to Leitli, some 
skirmishers sallied from the garrison ; but as they 
kept near the walls of tlie castle, only a few lives 
were lost.§ 

While the English were now aiding the cause of 
the Reformers at the siege of Leith, the latter were 
Employed in the destruction of palaces and abbeys 
in another quarter. Nor were their opponents 
less active ; for Both well and the French comman- 
dant of Dunbar, cut to pieces many straggling parties 
of Scots and English* and more than once seized the 
military chest when on its way from Berwick. {| 

The English and French ambassadors having met 

* See Note II. at the end of thif chapter. 

f Maitland. | Spottiswood. § Ridpath. g Maitland. 
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at Berwick for the purpose of negotiating a truoe, it 
appeared to be one great object of tfae Scottish nobi- 
Uty and people to get the French ganasons sent out 
of the country. But while thus anxious for their re* 
moval» they, at the same time, were equally anxious 
that their departure should not take place till restitu- 
tion had been made to those they had wronged. 
Here two difficulties occurred : The commissioners of 
France wished, that a certain number of men siiould 
remain for the service of the king and queen, while 
those that were disbanded should be allowed to de- 
part with their baggage unmolested. At length, to 
propitiate both parties, through the intercession of 
the queen of £ngland, conceissions were made to the 
nobility and people ; and part of the fortifications 
lately built at Dunbar were to be razed, and no new 
buildings erected without the consent of parliament. 
These resolutions are noticed in a parliamentary ar- 
ticle, entitled, ^^ Concessions granted by the King^ and 
Queen to the nobility and people of Scotland."* 

• <* I. Itemt That no more than six score Freoch soldiers shall 
ba retained in the forts of Dunbar and Inchkeith, to be divided be- 
tween these two places ; sixty whereof, and no more, shall rernaia 
in the fort of Dunbar ; and if the states can fall upon any secure 
means whereby to retrench the expense laid out on these two places, 
without incurring the danger of rendering them a prey to those that 
would pretend to make themselves jnaster of thcv» they are at free* 
dom to acquaint their majesties thereof. But tfae foresaid nunber 
of French soldiers shall in nowise be augmented ; nor shall it be 
allowable for them to do harm or injury to any person, nor yet to 
receive within their forts any Scottish men, of wlmt quality or de- 
gree soever, with iateDtion to secure ihem flrom. the mi^strmt^ of 



Trom these article it appears that certain new^ 
works lately erected at Dunbar were to be demolish- 
ed. On the IStb July 1669) the French army em« 
barked in English vessels, and the English army 

the countrj^, ar defend them agftinst 4he officers of justice ; nor shall 
they take any part in any private quarrels, which may ^rhance to fall 
out among the great men or other persons wiChin the kingdom t 
And if any complaint shall be made against any of th^mselveSy they 
shall be' bound to answer before the ordinary judges of the land, and 
idball be liable to puaisbaaeat according to the laws and customs of 
the country. Item, It is provided, that, to prevent their taking things 
upon loan, they shall receive their wages regularly each month. 
And it shall be lawful for ttro Scottish gentlemen, <fhosen by the 
council, to be present at their musters, and to Inspect the forts, lest 
4faeir be more men got into them, than the stipulated Bunber. Jtem, 
The soldiers belonging to the garrison of Dunbar «hall not take to 
them anjr victuals, without paying ready money for the same; at 
least, they shall not lake them against the good will and consent of 
those to Whom they belong ; and the nobility shall be obliged to 
furnish them with as much as they stand in need of, provided they 
have money to pay for the same. 

IT; « As to the petition presented <o the Lords Deputies concern. 

ing the demolition t>f -fortifications, tiiey have consented, agieed, and 

4q>pointed, that twa commissioners shall be appointed by the said 

Lords, who; together with two Scotsmen, shall visit Dunbar, and 

consider what therein is fit to be demolished ; and such new works 

' as have been added to it since the beginning of these troubles, to. 

gether with saoh as may serve to enlarge the foitiacation, and ren. 

der it capable 4o receive soldiers, shall isU be -thrown down, three 

days after Leith begins to be demolished. And feraamuch, as by 

die said demolition, eiid the few soldiers that are to be left in garrl. 

'son, the place will be in danger to be surprised ; His accorded, That 

those who have presented thisp^ition^ shailoaoh in particular oblige 

'themselves to -defend it with all the^ force against all those that 

would attempt to seize itt The same thing shall in like nuoiner be 
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when Ob ibmrwky to Berwick, made it their business 
to 8^ that the demolition of the fort lately built io 
front of the castle of Dunbar should be put in exe- 
cution.* 

In 1562, Lord Gordon, eldest son of the earl of 
Huntly, was convicted of joining with his father in 
an enterprise against the queen, and was condemned 
for high treason, the sentence was however commut- 
ed into imprisonment in the casde of Dunbar.f 

On the assassination of David Rizzto, by Lord 
Ruthven and others, in Holyroodhouse, on Satur- 
day, 9th March, 1566, Mary, alarmed for her safe- 
ty, left Edinburgh on the following Monday, at mid- 
night, in company with Damley, and proceeded to 
the palace of Seton, whence she pursued her jour- 
ney to the safer retreat of the castle of Dunbar. Ha« 
ving thus seduced the king to abandon his party^ 

agreed upon by the ttetes, with respect to the wardcni of the marches. 
And neither the kisg nor the queen shall hereafter cause to be built 
may new Ibrtification within the kingdom, nor yet enlarge tbos^ 
that are now subsisting, nor repair those that are nOw to be demo^ 
Ushed, tmt by the advice and consent of the states. Neither shall 
they cause to be imported any artillery, ammunition, gunpowder, or 
vivres, In a greater ^antity than almU be necessary for the defence of 
the two fore-metationed forts* and the coMplemeot ^ their gaiii i wia 
from one half year to Another, or at most from year to year, withont 
the advice and coilseiU of the states foresaid." — JTekk's Bitt. p. 137. 
This paper is dmwn up in French. The title prefixed to tiie copy 
In the Cotton Library, is not written by the same band, but by Se-* 
crefary Cecil; and is entitled: " Aceoid betwixt tin French Kyitg 
a^d Queen of Soots^ and the noliilitfe of Scotland^ 3. 'die Julit 
15eO." 

« Keith*t Hist. f n>id. 
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the queen^s next step vnm to aveoge the mtmier of 
her favourite. A proclamation was accordinglj issu** 
ed from Dunbar, on the 16th March,* calling on the 
inhabitants of the sheriffdom of Edinburgh in. the 
constabulery of: Haddington, Linlithgow, Stirling^, 
Lanark, Roxburgh, Selkirk, Peebks, Berwick, Lau4. 
dir. Sec. to meiet her at Haddington, on Sunday the 
17th current, with eight days provisions, ^^ and or* 
^anis tbairfiMr letteris to. be direct to officiaris of 
armes to pass to the mercat-croces o£. the said burgh 
of Hadingtoun, and utheris places neidfuU, and thair 
be opemn prockmatioun charge all as aforesaid,, un* 
der the paneof tynsall of lyff, I^ndis and gudis.'^'f* . 
, After issuing this {Mroclamation, Mary, sent or- 
ders to Ljord Erskine to fire upon the associated 
Lords from the castle of Edinburgh; and the earl 
of Morton, lord Uuthveii, thjp barons of Ormiston, 
Warriston, &c. w^^re i0»aaediately summoned to ap« 
pear under pain of rebellion ; hut tlie two first fled 
to Newcastle, while the others SQU^t refuge in the 
highlands or on the border. The queen thereafter 
returned to Edinburgh in triumph, with 8000 war«- 
riors in her- train. Sir James Melville, (one of the 
gentlemen of her chamber at Haddington,) says, that 
she complmned bitterly crf'Darnley^s conduct in the 

.' * Present, George eerl of Huntlyv James earl of Bothwell| 
^hn earl of Atbol« William earl Mareschal, David earl of Craw- 
ford# Gilbert earl of Cassilis, and George earl of Caithness. 

t KeUb'a App. isa, wbo qiiotea Acts of Fdvf CounciL , 

2 
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late assafisination ; and from that day forward never 
met him with a smile.* 

The birth of James VI., which soon took place, made 
no alteration with regard to the prejudices she had 
imbibed against the king. But if Rizmo fell by the in. 
attgation of Darnley, the latter was himself soon destined 
to fall by the devices of one still morefavoured^ Thiis 
imprudent woman, regardless of the suspicion attached 
to her conduct, threw herself into a dangerous illness,' 
by riding^ post to Hermitage castle for the purpose of 
seeing Bothwell, who had been wounded in an affray 
with the mauraders of Liddesdale. << There is a tide 
in the affairs of men ;^ and to mark how fast that of 
JE)arnley was ebbing, in January 1566, Mary went 
to Glasgow to Visit her husband, who was slowly re* 
covering from the supposed effects of potsen^ On 
consenting to be removed to Edinburgh, he bad 
apartments assigned him in a remote part of the city, 
whii€f Bothwell was royally lodged in Holyroodhouse; 
The fatal charm was now nearly wound up. On the 
9th her majesty appeared* uhcommotily kind to the in- 
valid, but took leave of him at midnight fo# the great 
purpose of attending the marriage of Sebastian, a fa- 
cetious musician. Meanwhile Bothwell, to make 
sure work of his yiclim, came upon the king in his 
steep, and after strangling him, removed the body 
into an orchard, when, to avc^d suspicion, the bouse 
was immediately blown up by gunpowder,-f* which 

* S^ttiisvoodii SOOk-— Msitland^ who quotes Anderson's GolL^ 
965. 
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bad be^ brought from the c«stle of Dunbar* Both« 
w^U waa instantly accused of this atrocious murder^ 
to vfaich his intimacy with the queen seemed to lend 
lis sanction. Lennox, the father of Darnley^ stood 
fbrward as the accuser; and on the ^tb March 
1^67, the Privy Council directed that the " enor- 
mous sulgect'^ and his associates should appear before, 
the. tribunal of their country. The same faction, 
however, which had goaded the ambition of Both- 
weU, now interposed ; a,nd by means of intrigue and 
Ix^aence obtained his acquittal ;* yet, that he was 
the contriver, of the plot, was afterwards confirmed 
by his own confession^ when a prisoner in Denmark.^ 
A very few days after his acquital, Bothwell was 
permitted, by the infatuated Mary, to carry the. 
sword before her in the procession to parliament; 
^d, as a {^eli^de to high^ fiivours, besides the rati-* 
fication of his other lands and offices, he was award- 
ed the following in tb^ neighbourhood of Dunbar ; 
. *^ On the 19th of April, in parliament^ the queen 
taking regard and consideration of the great and ma«* 
pifpk) gpod service done and, performed, not only to 
her Highness's honour, weill, and estimation, but also 
to the common Weill of her realm and lieges thereof, by 
fTames, earl Bothwell; and that, through his great serr 
vice foresaid, he not only frequently put his person iA 
peril and danger of his life, but also super-expended 
himself, alienated and mortgaged his living, lands and 

• Cbalmcn' Cal. ii. f Keith's Hi^ 
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heritage, in exorbitant sums, whereof he is not hastily 
able to recover the same, and that he, his friendis and 
kinsmen, for the most part, dwell next adjacent to 
her Highness's castle of Dunbar, and that he is ntost 
habile to have the captaincy and keeping thereof, 
and that it is necessarily required that the same 
should be well entertained, maintained and furnished; 
which cannot be done without some yeiarly rent; and 
profit given to him for that effect, and also for regard' 
of his said service: Therefore, her Majesty infefted 
him and his heirs male in the office of the captaincy 
keeping of the castle of Diinbar, and also tn the crown 
lands of Easter and Wester Barns, the lands of New- 
tonleyes, Waldane, Rig and Fluris, Myreade, with 
the links and coning-yairs, (warrens) &c. the mill; 
called BrandVsmyth, West Barnes mill, with their 
lands, and L.10 of annualrent from the lands of 
Liochend, with all the lands, privileges and fees be- 
longing to the government of the castle, lying in the 
constabulary of Haddington, and sheriffdom of Edin- 
burgh, holding of her Highness and her successors; 
in as full a manner as if contained at length in the 
charter and infeftment, of the date of one thousand five 

hundred threescore and years. And now her 

majesty being of the same mind, the better t& 
strengthen his lordship's title, with the advice of the 
three estates, she had thought proper to ratify these 
grants in parliament, never to be revoked, verba 
regiSf by her or her successors.^* 

• Douglas* Peer. ii.<-MaitI«nd'i Hist. 
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Next day a more extraordiiiary scene occurred ; Tor 
BotliweJI» havitig iavited the principal ii4>bility to sup- 
per, surrounded the house with an armed force, and 
compelled them to sign a bond, signifying their ap^ 
proval of his marrying the queen. ' 

On the Slst April, Mary went to Stirling, to visit 
her son ; and, on her return on the %4tb,* Bothwelf, 
with an armed party of 800 men, met her at Cramond 
Brig, and taking her horse by the bridle, he conveyed 
her ^* full' gently'^ to the castle of Dunbar. The earl of 
Huntly, Secretary Maitland, and Sir James Melville; 
were taken captives with the queen, while the rest of her 

* " Upon the 24. of ApryU, her Mi^eatie^ upon comeing back 
from Striveling to Edinburghe, at the bridge of Craumont, the 
earll of Bothucll, being well accompanied, raveshett ye Queine, an4 
so took her yat same night to ye castell of Dumbari (not^ against 
her awen will.) 

•* The 15. of Maii» the Queine wes maried to the duek of Ork. 
jiey, in the chapel-royall of Holyrudhoos, by Adam Bothuel, abbote 
of Holyrudhous ; and hes text wes ye 2nd of Genesis. 

" The II. day Juniiy the Queine being in Borthwick castle, upon 
the sudden, certain of the nobility beset the castle round aboat in 
arms, very well provydit. The principal of these wer, the Earlei 
of Athol, Gtencairn, Mtnton, Mar, with the lords of Home, Und- 
fiay, Semple, Ruthven, Sanquhar. The chief of the small barooa 
and gentlemen yat accompanied them, wer Tullibairdin, Druralan* 
ricke^ Ceasford, Drumquhaill, Coldinknowes, Lochlevin, Ker of 
Caldomyde, Grange, and the tutor of Pittcur, with divers others. 
Tliey desyred the earll Bothuell might be delivered to them ; but 
the Lord Borthuick answered, that he was fled to Dunbar. There* 
after, they desyred the Queine to come and assist them in perseute 
of her husband's murtherer, and she altogether refusit. 

** The 12. day of Junli the Queene and duke rode to Dunbar.— 
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«ervaiU8 were albwed to deport Sir James Melville 
iofonns us, that next daj, when in Dunbar, he ch- 
taioed permission to go home. ^< There,"^ eontinuei 
he, '< the evrl of Bothwell boosted he would n»urry 
the queen who would or who would not ; yea,.wheth^ 
she would herself or not.^ Captain Blackater, who 
had taken him, alleged, that it was with the queen^s 
o.wn consent* Crawford justly observes : ^< the 
friendly love was so highly contrasted betwixt this^ 
great princess and her enormous subject, that thens 
was no end thereof, so that she suffered patiently to 
b^ kd where the lover list, and neither madeobstackr 
impediment, clamour, or resistance, as in such acci« 
dent used to be, which she might have done by her 
princely auth<Mrity.''-f" ** They had scarcely remained 
ten days in the castle of Dunbar,^ says Buchanan, 
^^ with no great distance between the queen'^s cham- 
ber and Both weirs, when they thought it .expedient 
to return to the castle of Edinburgh ,^^ and the dei- 
pendants of Bothwell threw away their weapons, that 
they might not be challenged for detaining tlie quecii 
prisoner. 

Finding Mary in accordance with his wishes, Both« 
well, on the plea of his having an adulterous connec*^ 
tion with his maid, sought to procure a divorce from 
the elegant and accomplished Lady Jan^ Gordon, 
whom he had married only six months before. In 
tlie court which sat on the occasion, appeared John 
Mandersott, canon of the coHegiate church of Dun. 

• Melville's Menu f Crawford MS., quoted by K«hh, 393« 



WEEK MAKT. 117' 

bar. The clei^ granted a divorce on a bUnd excuse^ 
which had been previously ova*looked, viz. oOnsah* 
guinity to hid lady, while the laymen granted it on the 
plea of the before-mentioned adultery. - Sonie demur 
now took place in publishing the bans of this political 
marriage, which' the conscientious principles of the. 
Rev. John Craig could not overcome. On- this ooea* 
sion, Thomas Hepbui^n, minister of Oldhamstocks^ wa» 
deieg^itd to enforce the ceremony, but without effS?ct ; 
for it formed the subject of public reprobation, and 
was demiited. But he who has benefits to confer^ 
can easily obviate scruples ; and, accordingly, Botb« 
well, after being created duke of Orkney and Shet« 
land, was, on the 15th May 1567, married to Mary»* 
queen of Scots, in Holyroodhouse, by the bishop of 
Orkney, amidst very few spectators, while the French 
ambassador refused to attend.* 
^ The niipiiats excited the indignation both of the 
nation and of foreign courts. A confederacy of no^ 
bles met at Stirling, levied troops, and prepared to 
march against the murderer of their king. The re<» 
gicide being alarmed fled with Mary to Borthwick 
cattle. Lord Home, who with other border chief- 
tains, had jpined the confederacy, environed the caa* 
tie ; but Botbwell effected his eacape, and the queen^ 
disguised as a page, witti some difficulty followed 
him to Punbar."f 

The associated Locds, thus disappointed' in their 

• Spotttswood*s HisW" flbicL 
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enterprise, piooeeded to Edinbur^, and issued Ae 
following proclamation : 

^^ Uih June 15G7. 

^< That the earl of Bothwell, having put violent 
bands on the queen^s person, and shut her up in the 
eastle of Dunbar ; having proceeded to a dishonest 
marriage with her majesty after obtaining a divorce 
from bis former infe ; having already murdered the 
fete king, and now attempting by bis gathering toge-t 
ther of forces, to murder the young prince also: 
Therefore, they command all the lieges to be ready 
on three hours warning to pass forward with them^ 
to deliver the queen*s persoti, and take revenge 'on 
the earl of Bothwell, for ravishing and detaining hec 
majesty ; and charge all those who will not assist 
them, to depart from the town of Edinburgh withia 
four hours, with certification,^ &c.^ 

But while the inhabitants of Edinburgh heactily 
joined in the confederacy, the magistrates and towoH 
council fouml it convenient to stand aloof, and author 
ris^ deputies to wait on the queen.-f- 

« KeiOi's Hist. 399^ 

f « Vndecimo, Junijt 1567.-*Thequhilkday, the provost, bailliea^ 
councill and deacons, names Edward Litel, baillie, William FouUer 
of the councill, and Michaell Gilbert, goldsmith, to pass to Dunbar 
to our tov^raine, quha was tb«re for the tyme with James Hepburn, 
dulLe of Orkney, &c« to excuse the gude town and councill thei? 
part anent the entering and continuing in this town, of my lords 
Athol, Montrose, Morton, Mar, Glencaim, Home, Lyndesay, Rujth« 
ven, Sanquhar, Semple, Tulllbardyn, and Grange, &e. quha had 
conVenit thamselffis in arms for punasiog Kiog Hary Stewart's mur- 
ther, putting of our soverane to Linlythgow, dissolving of the mar- 
riage betwixt our soverane and tbe said doke^ 4c,"— iTetf/i's Hist* 
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Meantime both parties prepared for war^ and iq 
a few days after the queen's arrival at Dunbar, 4000 
men had flocked to her standard. Confiding in ber 
numbers^ Mary left Dunbar with Both well on the 
14th June, with SOO hakbutters, the flow^ of her 
forces, and some field-pieces from the castle; and 
lodged the first night at Seton. 

This news having reached the associated lords, they 
left Edinburgh early next morning, (Sunday,) and 
met the queen's forces at Carberry^hill, near Mus- 
selburgh. Here Bothwell a second time threw the 
gauntlet down to his accusers ; but after the challenge 
had been for the second time accepted, he refused to 
fight. The confederates/* conquered^ ere a sword 
was drawn ;^ and the poor bufietted queen surrender* 
ed herself to the laird of Grange, whilst the guilty 
Bothwell retraced his steps in a solitary flight to 
Dunbar.* 

Mary has beep c^isured by her friends for leaving 
Dunbar so speedily. ** This fort,^ says. Keith, " the 
lords could not have taken without ammunition and 
warlike engines, tirith which they we^e not provided, 
and for want of which each was on the point of dis- 
missing and shifting for himself.^ 

The queen was led to Edinburgh the same day, and 
obliged to submit to the indecent aspersions of a heat- 
ed populace. Still glued to her fate, she repented at 
having so hastily surrendered ; and found means to 
bribe one c^ the guards to get a i^ter ct»iveyed Id 

• apattifwb<4207. 
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BothweO. This, howeyer, the soldier delivered to (he 
lords, who, finding that her mftjesty still doated on her 
outlawed husband, jndged it necessary for the peace 
of the nation, that Ae should be sent to repent of her 
ibily in the picturesque solitudes of Lochleven castle, 
whUe active measures were taken for tlie apin-ehen- 
saon of her lord.* 

Accordingly, on the 96th June, the ILords of coud- 
cil ordained, ^ letters to be directed in the queen's 
name, to heralds, &c. to pass and charge the keeper 
of the castle of Dunbar, to surrender the same to the 
executor of the said letters in six hours; because the 
earl of BotbweU was reset and received within the 
said castle.*^ 

' Bothwell, afraid that he might be environed in 
Dunbar, fled by sea to Orkney, wheie he intended 
to defend himself in the castle of Kirkwall ; but the 
keeper refused to admit him. After having eluded 
the vigilance of «ome vessels sent in pursuit of him, 
he was taken by a crew of Norwegians, while endea- 
vouring to make prize 6f a Turkish vessel, and car- 
ried to Denmark. Here he paid the price of his 
crimes, by languishing out the remainder of his days 
in a loathsome dungeon, confes^ng his guilt in his 
last moments, and exculpating Mary from being pri- 
vy to her husband's murder.J 

» After an unsuccessful negotiation with Throck- 
morton the English ambassador, in August 1567, 
'the confederated lords had reason to appreb^ad, that 

* Keith*8 Hist. f M«lvak> Mem. f Ibid. 
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Elisabeth would shew her resentment by the force of 

war. 

Dunbar castle, besides .protecting one Wilson, a 
•convicted Tegicide, still held out for the duke of Ork« 
ney. The keepers at this period were Patrick Whit* 
law of Whitlaw, John Newton, junior of Newton, 
and Mr Thomas Hepburn, minister of Oldham- 
stocks. 

The regent knew that it was of <the first importance 
ito get this fortress into his possession ; and, according- 
Jy , on the .S6th August, the same year, an order was 
issued for ^* letteris to be directed to command and 
xbarge James erle of Bothwell, Patrick Quhjtiaw of 
that ilk, Johne Newtoun, zoungar of that ilk, Mr 
Thomas Hepburne, parson of Aldhamstocks, and all 
utheris keiparis of the castell of Dunbar, to render 
.and deliver the same, witii all artaiUierie, pulder, and 
munitionis, being thairin, to the officiaris executoris 
4ieirof, within sex houris after the charge, with certi- 
iication of forfaulter, &c. as.traittoures in case of re- 
fusal.^* 

The same persons were likewise charged io deli- 
ver, before the justice add his deputies, within the 
Toibooth of Edinburgh, in the space of twenty- 
four hours after the charge, ** the person of Patrick 
Wilson, who had been declarit traittour, and art and 
part in the kingis murthour, under the pain to be re- 
pute, haldin, caUit,persewit, and denunceit as plane 
partakaris with the said Patrick in his rebellioun and 

• Keith's Hltt. 
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treMflonabrlMetds, mid to be pfornebt tfmtrfbtr with 
rigour, in exempill of utheris,^* 
' Notwithstanding this charge for the surrender of 
Dttrtbar castle, the keepers were determined to hazard 
"a siege ; and on the Slst September 1667, four com- 
panies of soldiers, under captains Cunyngham, Mar- 
ry, Melvil, and Haltburton, were sent to take Dun- 
bar ;'f and, by an order of the privy-council, issued 
on the S8d, <• the brewsters, baxters, and fleschers of 
tbe town of Haddington^ are charged ** to pass and 
gang forwart with bakin bread, brewin aill^ and 
fleHche, to fumische the camp lyand at the siege of 
Dunbar castell, at competent pryces, under the payne 
to be repuit assistaris of the rebellis : And charging 
tbe provost and bailzies of Haddington to see the 
said breid, ail and flesche, furnished to the said camp, 
as thai wilt answer upotin thair obe^ence, and under 
the payne foirsaid.^'J 

As th^ estates of Bothwell lay in the bosom of 
Sast Lothian, he had many friends and adherents in 
^hat district. Accordingly, while the siege proceed- 
ed, the noblemen and gentlemen, who were in the in- 
terest of the queen, or friends to the duke, were com- 
manded, on pain of confiscation, to submit to the new 
regency. Some readily obeyed, while others were 
d«aouaoed rebels, and their property confiscated. 

After these precautionary arrangements, the castle 
jof DuAbar was summoned to surrender; but the 
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usual Mswer ^f that haughty fortrest wjis gbten, tliat 
the place would be defended to the last extremity. 
Another proclamalaoo was therefore issued by the 
regent Murray, on the let September,* commanding 
all men betwixt sixteen and sixty, *^ weiU bodin in 
feir (^ weir,^ to meet him at Edinbui^ ;*|* and <x\ 
the S6th September, four of the best double can* 
naOiJOid six smaller pieces, with powder and bulletin 
and other provisions, were sent from Edinburgh, to 
assist in reducing Dunbar; and the next day the 
iotd regent with his company followed. 

Despairing of support, the captain of Dunbar^ 
when he saw these resdute mea^ires adopted, surren- 
dered to the regent on the 1st of October. On tb^ 
fttbmission of Hhis important fortress, the earl cf 
Morton, the lords Hume and Lindsay, and several 
crtbers, apiplied for its kee|Mng. But it had been w^ 
^fuen a weapon in tbe hands of ibe border lords, that 
the Begeisit* by removing die avtillery and ammunition 
to Edinburgh, wisely gave offence to no party;^ and 
committed this stronghold to the custody of the 
town of Dunbar, till the meeting of parliameotf 

Matters were now arranged in a peaceable manoery 
and Sir William Cecil, in a letter to Sir Henry Nort* 
lis, the English anaAiasBBdor in France, writes : ^^ All 

See Note III. at the end ^ this chapter, 

t CMvwaod'a MS. and €iiiwl^i>d's 9lfi. i«i«r, ^Ut aB tiM 
cannon and guns therein ^mpflifmt, werecArifted to the caUk'Of 
Edinburgh. 
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things be quiet in Scotland since the last of Septeork 
her, at which time the castle of Dunbar was surren- 
dered to the earl of Murray ;> and one named the 
lord Waughton, follower of the earl of Bothwell, 
which kept the castle as long as he eould, was ad^ 
judged to pay for the charges of them which besieg- 
ed it ; and the charge of tlie carriage of the ordnance 
^ck to Edinburgh ; a new kind of punishment suf* 
ficient enough for such a beggar."* So writes Sit 
William Cecil ; but the laird of Waughtoo (Hep- 
burn) was no beggar in one sense, if he paid the 
change of those engaged in the siege. -f" . 
. On the Sd January following, the regent ordered 
the execution of four persons, who were convicted of 
assisting in the murder of Darnley. These were Hay 
of Tallo^ Hepburn of Bolton, and William. Powry 
and George Dalgliesh. John Hepburn, at his exa- 
mination, on the 8th December, confessed, that the 
greater part of the powder was brought from Dun«. 
har.+ 

♦ Keith*s Hist. 

t " 1567, December 29; The 29. day, which was the last day 
of the parliament, James Hepburn, lord Hailes, earl Bothwell, 
marquis of Fife and duke of Orkney was forfaulted, together witB 
th« laird of Ormistoa and others divecs, who had been at the king'ft 
murther, 

" 1569, January 14. Robert Hepburn, son to the laird of 
Waughton, came to the house of Waughton, and brake the stables, 
and took out 16 horses; the latrd of Carmichael being captain and 
keeper of the said house of Waughton. They issued out of tha 
house and slew three of them.; and diveis were hurt of both tbe 
parties.**— JKrre/** Diaryi 

\ Anderson's Coll. iL 173; 



On the meeting of parliament, December 1567, the 
castle of Dunbar, which had been so often the asylum 
of the unfortunate and the guilty, was ordered to be 
destroyed. In act 35. pari. 1. James VI. we find the 
following item : ^< Forsamekle as thair hes bene of 
befoir divers large and sumpteous expensis maid he 
our soverane Lordis predecessouris and himself^ iq 
keiping, fortifying and reparatioun of the castell of 
Dunbar and forth of Inchekeith^ quhilkis ar baith 
unprofitabill to the realme, and not abill to defend^ 
the enemeis thairof, in cais the samin war assaultit : 
and now seeing that the said castell and forth ar 
baith becumin sa ruinous, that theaamin sail alluttec- 
lie decay, except thair be sic expensis maid thairupou 
as is unhabill to be performit without greit inconTeni- 
eocis; and alswa havaad consideratioun of ane act of 
parliament maid in umquhile our soverane Lordis 
grandschirb tyme, King James the Feird, of malst. 
worthie memorie, ordinand the s£ud castell of Dunbar 
to bedemolischitand cassin downe, as in the act maid 
thairupon at mair lenth is contenit, quhilk act as zit 
is not abrogat. Thairfoir our soverane Lord, with 
avise and consent of my Lord Segent, and the estatis. 
of this present parliament, hes ordainit, and ordainif » 
That tlie castell of Dunbar and forth of Inchekeith 
be demolischit and cassia downe utterlie to the 
ground, and distroyit in sic wyse that na foundment 
thairof be occasioun to big thairupon in tyme cum« 
ming.*** 

< 

; Kcidi'* AppMdis, I5& 
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' Some months elapsed before this act was carried 
into execution ; for after the escape of Mary from 
Lochlcven, an attempt was made by the relation of 
Bothweli, John Hepburn, the parson of OldhanN 
stocks, once more to regain Dunbar for the queen.. 
Sir WiHiam^ Drury thus acquaints Cecil with the 
transaction r 

** 6th March 1568. — ^Upon Monday,. Dunbar had 
Hke to have been surprised ; for at one instant there 
arrived into the town the parson of Auld-Hamstock 
with a xr. ; and as many sent from the Lord Hume ; 
but the town more aS&cted to the Lord Hume, in- 
creased his strength so much, that the parson desist- 
ed from his enterprise^ and so returned.^ 

Thus fell that venerable fortress, which had so of- 
ten ^^ laughed a uege to scorn,^ after it had sustained 
the brunt of war and the ravages of the storm for 
seven hundred and sixty-seven years of authenticate 
ed history. 

' *' In 1581, among several grants excepted by 
James VI. from the general' revocatfon of his deeds 
of gift made through importunity, mention fs made 
of the " forthe of Dunbar granted to William Bbncfe, 
burgess of Dunbar.'' This probably referred to the 
site of the fortress, and perhaps some ground adj a-' 
cent.''* 

The earldom of March was conferred on Robert 
Stuart, grand-^imcle of James VI., on his resigning 

* FroTiocial Act. ii. 
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the earldom of Lennox to his nephew, Esme Stuart 
of Aubignj ;• and be had a chartev of the earldom^ 
of March and lordship of Dunbar, ^th of October 
158^, erecting the same of new- into an earldom. Dy- 
ing, without issue, the title again reverted to the 
crown. Lord William Douglas, second son of Wil- 
liam, first duke of Queensberry,. was created earl of 
March in 1697; hi» grandson William, third earl of 
March, succeeded as fourth duke of Queenberry, ia> 
1778; but dykig without issue in 181:0, the earl of 
Wemyss succeeded to the title of earl of March, along 
with an extensive range^ of property in Peeblesshire. 

With the fall of the castle, the ancient military his- 
tory of Hkinbar is at a close. After the union of the 
kingdoms there was a repose from the miseries oT 
war, and the glorious work of reformation fi-om po- 
pery next engaged the attention of the people. This 
yi^as followed by the virulence of sects, or parties,, and 
*^ pulpit drum ecclesiastic, was beat with fist instead 
of a stick.'* — ^Dunbar could take litftle part in these- 
quarrels ; but in the winter of 1588, when the popish 
lords had leagued witbthe Spaniards, the inhabitants 
felt the natural alarm, then spread throughout the 
country, lest the Spanish Armada might land on 
their shores. The elements happily prevented this ; 
ajnd we have only ta notice the wreck of the hulk oS 
Jan Gomes de Medina on the opposite coast of Fife^ 
as recorded by, the minister of Anstruther.* 

* See Note IV. at the end of this chapter^ 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER XI. 

MOTE I. 

** Jpwt EDiirBtfftQiti fSrf JprOeSt ISSOfpratentibus Rxciva. 

<< In the answeris to the raaist Cristine King of Francis Memo- 
riale, ressavit fra Mons. de Finnell, gevin to Thomas, Maister of 
Bffttkin, ainbaaaador for the Queema graoa of Scotland and mj 
JUord Governour thaifof (to be schawln to bit Hieaea uptm tfaair 
behalf,) is this item: 

" Tliat the king putt sik garrisones in Dunbar, Blaknes, cas- 
tell of Bruchty and Incheketb, as his majestie or his lieutenant 
tbinkis neidfuU for presenratlon of the samyn in tyme of pece« and 
that they be fortifyit, and specialie the foru of Inchekethe and cas- 
tle of Bruchty ; becaus thai ar the eotres of twa of our soueraoes 
maist speciale revars : And that the lord Hume kepe the castell of 
Hume, and the king to support him as he pleses ; becaus it is our 
charge, and to the said lord to keep the samyn as an hous of were 
so nere the bordoiis. It is thocht expedient l>etlie Qneais grace^ 
my Lord Governour, and counsak, that the fortis of Lauder, Dun- 
l^as, Roxburc and Aymouth, be all cassin down ibr sik motives as 
the said Maimer of £rskin can schaw.*'— JTcfiiA'^ -^J^P^ 

NOTE XL 

Jpud Ebiuburob, f7th January ISSl, prasetUUms KftoiKiL et 

** The quhilk dly, forsamekle as the Queenis grace, my Lord 
Goremoar^ and Loids of secret Counaale, bekig remembrit of tbo 
m«ny and diverse graftituds done to our iOTerane Isdy^ hir reahne 
apd liegis thairof, for defens of the samyn, be the maist Crisftin 
King of France, and speciallie in bigging of the foH of Abirlady at 
Lufness, and strenthning thairof with men and munitioun In time 
of weir ; and that the samyn 1$ snmptuous'to his mijestie, and nocht 
neccfltary to bo keipit now in tyme sf peax f and willing to dimi- 
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oiwiie' tbe sumptuoiui cbargeis susteDit be his Majefttie in thia 
isealme^ insafer as chat may : Thairfowthe Quenis gnee^ my Lord 
OotecQOur, and iordis foresaidiS} ordainis tbe said fort of Abirlady 
to be randerit and deliverit to Patrik Hepburn of Wauchtoun, andf 
the same to* be cassin down and destroyit to the erd, except the bout 
and mansioun thairofy swa that na fort nor strenth be thair in tymea 
to cum ; . and. the said mansion and hoasis to be broukit and joisi* 
be. the said I^atrik as his heritage, like as his forbears bruikit th* 
famyn of before in tymefi bipast, coiiforme to his infeftment ; provld* 
ing always that the said Patrik caus the tnurtiiioun and artailzery 
bemg in tMa said fort, to be had and' carryU- to VviUBAtk upoun Ai*> 
gxpensist '•— laiB^ 

NOTE iir. 

**" Proclamatioun to alt if en to^e in red^hes- 

' *' Iflt September. 

: ** Forsamekilla^ it- hes plesit Alroychtie God lauchfuUie and' 

vychteouslie to call our soverane Lord the Kingis Majestie to the 
voyall crowne of this his kingdome, be the dismissioun of the Quenis 
grace his moder ; and that he, according to the same, is solompulfif 
investit and possest in the same kingdome, quhairof all his guid and 
lufing subjectis are debt-bound to prais God tliat hes so favourablie 
and gratiouslie luklt upoun this natioun ; and. conforrae to«bis or- 
dainance and wil] to reverance, obey, and serye his Hienes as thair 
native Prince and soverane Lord : Nevirtheles the malicious hartis 
of sum unnaturall and disobedient personis, legeis to his Majestie,. 
ceis nocht, sa far as in thame lyis, planelie to resist and gainstand' 
llts Hienes* authorit:e, uow in the begyning thairof, contempnand- 
lie plukkandd6wn and'stoppaiid the herauldis andordinar officiaris 
ef armiii to mak procl&matiouti and siguificatioun of his majesties 
coronation ; tending natiiing ellii^ as weill appears by th^ir proceid* 
ings, bot planlie to disobey his Hienes, and nawayis recognosce him 
as their soverane Lord: And lykway is, James, Erie Botbuile,, 
fl^enuncet rebell and traitour for the tressonabill,. schamefull and 
iinworthie murthour of umquhile King Hennrie, our soveranis 
derrest faden beiti^ fugitive ffae the 02 dinar lawis, and culpabill be 
tbe law of armis for refasall of that singular combat quhairunto of 
befoir he •flSirit himself for puiigatiOun of his allegat innocencie, hos. 
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k^yth fttttti $aA gunlmk oar wwenwwcMteH of Duirtiar «Mi meiiy 

9Mtiiitipttii« aad ottMrwa jis ; ^ and beiag ra^oy fit la Mk«r the «ac» 

iMt l^Mwlie nfiiai^ mTiidmg to deteia and hald tha said oaitcll 

(gaiqst <mt aoverane JLord, and bis authoritia : And in the vmaa 

yfUM, tha said «rle» aoeumpanjit with a greit numer of nototiooi 

f yimtiitt fugitivat fraa all Uwis» and utherit brokin men, being past 

10 the lej, dayUe oomaaittis raiff, depredaliowi, i^ana pyrade and 

eppvesaiono on tba suljectis of aU Oistiane Princes, friendSs anA 

oeofederatit ef this leakna^ evir thynking, at his pleseur, to valyrtf 

him lo oor said soYeinnis eastall of Dunbar as a aaif-fpias d to Mp him 

fine justioe ; and alsva* ha die ayd of sic udiatis as abstraciis their 

dew obedienoa fraa his Hienes, to resist his authoritie foifsaid, 

cachew the dew punischment qtihilk worthilie he descrvis for his : 

bellioan and treasonabill deids to the incourageing of sic ungodlie 

and wicliit men to contiocyv in thair mlscheivous deids^ and to the 

greit hurt of this commounweill, gif tymous remeid be nocht pro- 

Wdit: Q.Thairlbir» our soverane tiord> with a?yis of hia derreat 

cousing, James, Erie of Murraj, Lord Ab^rnetfiia^ Begpnl oif hie 

Hienes^ his realme and legeis, and Lordis of our Sficmit CowasaW^ 

9rdaiais letter^ &c.'*-— Iain. 

NOTE IV. 

Letter by the Ittfv. Mn Mdvitte of Jnttruther^ regarding the 

Spanisk Armada* 

** That winter, in the year 1588, the king occupied in Gommeatr 
ipg of the ApocIypse,and in setting out of sennons thereupon, agaire^ 
the Papists and Spaioaards; and yet by a |Hece of great o?ersight the 
Papist practised never mair busilie in this land, and maid greater 
preparation for receiving of the Spainaards nor that aeir. .For a lang 
tyjne the newes of the Spanish navie haid been blazed abroad } and 
about the Umbas tyde of the 1558, this yland haid fund a fearful e^ 
feet thereof to the utter subversion bathe of kirk and police, giff God 
had not wonderfullie watched over the same, and mightilie faughtei^ 
and defeat that armie be his suldiars the elements, quwbilk he inai4 
all fojur maist fercelie to afflict them^ till almaist utter consumption* 
Terrible was the feir, presshing war the preachings, earnest, sealoos, 
and fervent war the prayers^ sounding war the siches and sobbes, and 
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4rtN]i8iidinf W8^ t^e t^an Utthatffnt tittid General Assembly keept ik 
Ediifborgfa) wtien tli« news war credibilie tauld, sumt^nnes of their 
landiiig at Dttnbar, sntntymcs- at $t Andrais, and in Tay, and now 
«nd flieii at Aberdeen and Croniartie frith : and in verie deid, 
as WB knew certarnlie soon af^er, the Lord of armies wha ryddes 
upon tike Wings of the wunds, the keeper of Ms awin Israel, was iii 
tile mean time convoying that monstrous natie about our coasts, and 
difecltn^ their hulks and galiaees to the ylands, rokkes, and sands, 
%^arupon be had destinat their wrak and destruction ; for within 
twa or thrie moseths thereafter, earlie in the morning be brake 
of day, ane of our bailaies came to my bedside, saying, (but not with 
f^ay) I have to tell you news. Sir; there is arrived within our har- 
brie this morning a shipfull of Spainzards, bot not to giffmercie, hot 
to ask, a»d aa sbawt me that the commanders haid landit, and he 
bald commandit tfaam to their ship again, till the magistrates of the 
town haid advyst; and the Spa nzard had humblie obeyit; therefore 
desiret me to ryse and hear thair petition. With thaim up I got 
with diligenee, and assembling the honest men of town, came to the 
ik>bbuihe, and after consultation taken to heir tham, and what an« 
swer to make, there presented us a verie reverend man of big sta- 
ture, and grave and stout countenance, gray-beared, and very huml 
ble like, wha, titer mikle and verie low courtessie, bowing down 
^mtfa his face neir the ground, and twitching my sho with his hand, 
began bis harange in the Spanish towng, wharof I understood the 
substance ; and being about to answer in Latin, he haiffing onlie a 
Kdung man with him to be his interpreter, began and tauld over agairi 
to us in guid English. The sum was, that King Philip, his mais- 
ter, bad rigit out a navie and armie to land in England, for just 
causes, to be avengit of manie intollerable wrangs quhilk he haid 
receivit of that nation ; but God for their sins haid been against 
them, and be storme of weather had dryven theimavie by the coast of 
England, and him, with a certean of capteans, being the general of 
tweiitie hulks, upon ane yll of Scotland, called the Fair yll, wfaar they 
maid shipwrack, and whar sa monie as had eschapet the merseless 
aeis and rokkes, hmd mair nor sax or seaven ouks sufiered great 
hunger and cauld, till conducing that bark out of Orkney, they werft 
come as to their special friends and confederates, to kiss the king*i 
iBu^jfistj's band ef Scotfoad, (and therewith bekkit even to the zeird). 
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and to find relief and comfort thereby to bimeelfy tbe gentlemea, 
cilpteans, and the .poor souldearie, whase condition was for the pr«- 
aent maist miserabile and pitiful!. I aaswerit this mikle in sum, 
that wbowbeit neither our friend8hip,%quhilkcoiild not lie great, see- 
ing their king was friends to the graitist enemie of Christ, the Pope 
of Rome, and our king and we defyed him, nor sit thair cause 
against our nibours and special friends of England9 «ould procuie 
anie benifit at our hands for thair relief or comfort; nevertheless 
they should know by experience that we war men, and ee maned to 
human compassion and Christainess of better>religion-nor they, which 
should kyth in the fruits and effect plan contrar to thairs ; for where- 
as our people resorting amang tham in peaceable and lawful! affairs 
of merchandise, war violentlei taken and cast in priseo, their guids 
and gear confiscat, and their bodies committed tocrewal-flamiog fyre 
for the cause of religion. Tliey sould find natbing among -us but 
Christian, pi tie and warks of mercie and almes, leaving to 'God to 
work in their kartcs ooncerning.religion «s it pleased him. This be- 
ing trewlie reported to him be his Prenchman, with grait reverence, 
he gaiff thanks, and said, he could not make answer for thair kirk 
and the laws and order thairof ; only for himself, that thair war di- 
vers Scotchmen who knew him, and to whom he had shewn cour> 
tesei and favrer at Calles, and as be supposit since of the same town 
of Anstuitber. Sa show him, that the bailsies granted him lednce 
with the capieans^ go to thair ludgingforHhiur refireshment^ hot to 
nane of their men to land, tiU the- over lord of the town was adver- 
tised, and understand the king's majesty's mind annent them. Thus 
with great courtesei he departed. That night the lord, being adver- 
tised, came; and, on the morn, accompanied with a guid numlj^r of 
the gentlemen of the countrey round about, gailf the said general 
and the capteans presence, and after the same spietehes in effect as 
-before, receavit them in his house and interteaned them humeanlie, 
and sufierit tbe souldeirs to come a land andJy^U togedder, to the 
number of thirteen score, for the maist part young berdless men, 
sillie, trauchled, and Jiungrit, to the quhilk a day or two keall pot- 
.tiige and fish was giffen^ for myadvyce was conform to tbe prophet 
£lixeus, Giff them bread and water. The names of the comman- 
ders ware, Jan Gomes de Medina, general of twenty hulks, Capltaa 
Patricio, Capitan de Legaritto, Capitan de Lufiera, Capataa M«u- 
ritio, and Seigneur Serrano. ***-J?(/m« Jltfog.| S^pt. 178 £• 
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CHAPTER Xfl. 



Arm> wurUxri ! arm for fight ; th* foe at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will tave us long punuit 
This day. Fear not hia flight ; so thick a cloud 
He comes, and settled in hisfiwe I tee 
Sad resolution. 

WLVTON. 



Oliver Cromwelh — iBattk ofDoonhtU. 

On the commonwealth of England, which now held 
the reins of government, receiving intelligence that 
the sons of Charles I. had taken refuge among the 
$cots, preparations were made for an inevitable war ; 
and Oliver Cromwell, a gentleman of a good private 
family, who by his talents and intrigues had gained 
the sway of the parliament, was sent into Scotland 
with an* army of 16,000 men. 

On Friday the 26th July 1650, he marched from 
Cockburnspath to Dunbar, which he found the prin- 
cipal inhabitants bad abandoned, and none between 
the ages of seven or seventy remained : Eyery thing 
in the shape of leaf or ear, root or branch, was re^ 
moved. The murderous proceedings of the English 
in Ireland had inspired the people with terror ; and 
it was believed, that it was their intention to cut off 
the right hands of all Scotsmen capable of bearing 
arms, and burn with hot irons the breasts of all wo- 
men capable of bearing children.* 

• Whitelock*s Memorials of Sngllsb Affairs, p. 453. 

M 



On the arrival of the English , an alarm being gi« 
ven that the Scots were approaching, they drew up 
in a field near the towi). Tlus alarm, however, 
proved false; and next day the Amity and other 
ships arriving from Newcastle with a supply of pro- 
visions, the Protector 4ki»rled to Haddington. 

The command of the Scottish j^rmy is^ the mean- 
time had devolved upon Leslie, an experienced of- 
ficer, who had entrenched himself in a fortified camp 
between £diabi9it](;ii Md Itcith; iu»d as^ wcf his po- 
licy .to remove from the Merse and Lothian every 
thing which might serve fo;r subsistence to the in- 
vaders, Cromwell found himself straitened for want 
of provisions, and on the 6th August be had agai^n to 
return to Dunbar ; where^ on the 17th, bis army re- 
ceived a supply of tents and provisions from the ships, 
fie jaow found the people in such a deplorable state 
from starvation, that the iron front of .war was smooth- 
ed, ;^nd the commissioners were ordered to .d^tribute 
pease aud whe^it to tlie yalue of L-S^Q among the ijn- 
liabitaiUs.* Two 4ays were then spe^t jp pi-py^rs and 

• ** The inhabiUnts of Dunbar/' says HVbiiel^yck, «' were in «ucb 
want of proTisionSy tbi^t tbey picked the beans from \he hprses off* 
4lie i^ound, and ate 4he sfaeeps* guts which were thrown away by 
thf ^^iars : And snaaf o£ iha wcomen of the eouotpymen ape so 
gli^ttis)i, t^^ ^bie^ do iiot wf»h their 4iq«n fUxwre.o^ce A-montb, jior 
their hands luid fa<;e^ f^ojt^e Q9ce 4-year«" 

Wfi scarcely thip> tb^ tbe EngUsboianb^d tfxM ^ prove 4Jie 
last assertion. The Scoj^ badjoo doubt received the ss^ne hint that 
Leslie gave to the household troops of Musselburgh : " That the 
gude women of the town should aw come awa with their gear^ and 
not stay 40 %rtw •r4MlieliN'liie £n]^8fa army on pain of cteath." 



cx!rort*riomr to tHe stttf^; «fWr #fcfetf tte^ AdvattWfed 
to EdSfrbt^rgh. 

CroittWell eri^tte^ourecJ irfvain to *a^ LttHe fkjW 
a Stroftg pdsttioh he oecufpfe* riear A^tftrtjf 4 seit^ diiA 
having sfeippetf hfe-^fcfc atJ^sseBbotgfi, lie reti^eafuM 
to HaxfdHigtoft, ^iAU <bei Steots ktfng «» hw figtft 
ferifc. riet^ «* tr6 «taM,'* say* Caf^taM JcM Hc^gL 
stAr, *< tiff aljbtrt itrt ofdock, wtierj afteir pray elf had 
be^ iriHie in ^^Ht repttkerks, w^ marched a pMr 
rffatteifetf,* Irtnigi^, dSicctaragrt^ a^my,'' ta DuAfett*. 
^PTrifa' J^rfc6 they eftfterrf 6» S6n(% th^ l-«t Septenftbei^. 
Ctotn'#eIl di^w' itp in a M& nekr Ddif^bar «« ftrM 
6^ swafmpsr tfnrf bogsi" while the Sc6t* tanked hiw oh 
tfie hiifs otr tfre right. Thetr a^my Waa cotnptrted ek 
117,600 met), and tfaa't of the English at 19,000. 

Threatened with fdmitie, h^ #»« on the eve of 

aending hiir foM and artillery by sea to England, 

and of bt^akmg through the Seot^ pivty on tte 

Ixn^ers kt aH haz^f ds with his cavah-y, v^heli be vtm 

spared this disgrace by the wifd ^%ithu»iflisfrt of tHe 

dergy, ivha, fike thbse' of SwiiwflHtiA at the baU 

tie of Sismpscfi, had joined the p«it!ftotfe standard. 

l^e Sicbt* afchMy, instead 6f b6*ng vffidet tfce eoim 

troi of its gien/e^af, wai related tiy k committee of 

f hes^ enthusiasts ; and aA^r#ard€^^ amongst Grom- 

^eirs prisoners^ W0 fi»d Gallespy and War^^e, mini«- 

^teirs.* I'he'se iroitbiea Uirvoig cleared the amy of 

* " A 8bdt8 aaptt^ taALtv pnikmet, tM ih€ Eng^ offioen, tliat 
t^efr xftinnfters t^i^Mii thettt if tbt^ were taken» Uuit they ahouU 
throw tiwtiy t!fi«lt Mbtel ? ibr if tlw Englnft lo0k a»f wkfa biblesi 
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about four thousand profane persons and sabbath- 
breakers, believed that there remained a remnant of 
invincible saints. Night and day bad they been wres- 
tling with the lord in prayer ; and revelations, they 
imagined, had been made to them, foretelling that the 
sectarian and heretical army, together with Cromwell, 
the modern Agag, should be delivered into their hands. 
Leslie had encamped in an admirable position on 
the top of Doonhill,* an eminence four or five hua- 
.dred feet high, about two miles south frum Dunr 
bar ; and while, from its summit, he had an excellent 
opportunity of observing the motions, of the enemy, 
the gentle declivities of the Lammermoors immediate- 
^ behind it, were admirably fitted to conceal and 
shelter the army. He had also taken care to possess 
himself of the pass of Pease, the pnly road which led 
from Dunbar to Berwick. But the indiscreet zeal of 
bis pious partisans, notwithstanding the remonstrances 
of the general, compelled him to descend, and give 
battle to. the enemy."|- 

. On Monday evening, Leslie increased his right 
wing of horse with two-thirds of the left ; and edged 
down towards the sea ; while his infantry and artil- 
lery inclined to the right. When Cromwell observ- 
ed this mavement^ he ordered three regiments and 

*' * On the south-east summit ef Doonhill, is the supposed remaiBs 
of a Roman camp, now ploughed up ; the tumuli and trenches oF 
"which are still visible. A little aboTe Spott-moor is another camp^ 
from which perhaps the neighbouring hill of Chesters ( Ceasters) gets 
its namei as that term in the Anglo*Saxon signifies, a fort or castlo. 
f ^* lit is said that Leslie's officers were averse to fight^ and pr<^. 
posed rather to make a bridge of gold for them to gass hovi^ i l>«^t 
the clergy over-ruled it.** — Whiy^lock's Menu 
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a-ftalf ofYoot id ih«tdti to the vtfflj whilst Che brigikle 
under Colonel Moffk', afnd (hat titldet Colo^ls Prid^ 
kad Otertotr, with Ihe twd rctoifftihing regiments of 
hotici Broftfgbt up the caifjnon and tekt. They, how^ 
feve^5 stood in banaHa all the day ; a great ditch or 
i-avine, formed bf Sf)Otf watef^ from Bl-ands^mill 
tiresti^ard^ lay heiW^vi both rirmtes, offering muob 
disadvantage to those who should first attempt 
fa fms ie. Durit^g the night, the English drew 
1^ close lo the tk^ne as possible, itith their field 
fn^ces j[>lanft^ ki edcb regiment. Before dawn on 
Tuesday^ the W S^eftembcfr, Cfomflrell despatched 
three fe^meiitA of hbrse arid tvi^o t>f foot, to force 
th* pass of P&dse^ iV'heteby they might the nnore 
readily get rownd upoi^ fh€* Scots. This dispute w«§ 
effected in about an hoiiilr. At sun-rise, the Proti«5-' 
Wr, stahdihg oh a gentle ettiirierice! east from Brox- 
HiOuth<i.house, j^ilt called G^oniwell-^tfto^nt, reconfiov- 
tred M^itb his t^leseo^e tlie Scots camp in motion : 
•« I'hey a^to cdmi»g doi^n,** he exclaimfed^ « the Lcrd 
h&th deliVc^i^ them info oilr hands !"" Both ar- 
mies had now assumed the canting style of the times^ 
The watchword of the Scots was, " The Covenant ;*" 
that of the English, « l^he Lord of flosts.* About 
tix o'clock the battle became genevah The Scottish 
tancef s comifig gdlla^tljr down the bitl^ were as brave- 
ly repulsed. Two feglmehts of the English foot de- 
ployed l)elow Sroxmouth-house towards the sea, and 
fell upon the Scottish flank, at the eastern extremity 
of their line, with pike and musket Thia attack 
WAS well Mstaint^, tlU k tfi^ ef the enemy's hoi^e 
coming up, cut the Scots down in all quartets^ and 

M 3 
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left them to the mercy of the infantry. The Scots 
now began to fall back, and the sun shining full on 
their faces as it rose from the sea, Cromwell seized 
the lucky moment, and exclaimed : " Now let God 
arise, and his enemies, shall be scattered," His iron 
brigade making a successful charge up the hill, the 
Scottish- foot threw down their arms, and fled in eve- 
ry direction,, some towards Cockburnppath and others 
to Haddington, whither they were pursued^ Nevei 
was victory more completer the fugitives now be- 
came, as Cromwell observed^ " as stubble to their 
swords ;^^ about 3000 were slain, and 9000 taken 
prisoners.* Their whole train w^as taken ; consisting 
of thirty-two pieces of ordnance, with small, great,, 
and leather guns ; two liundred colours, horse and 
foot, with arms^ tents, baggage, &;c. The loss of 
the English was so trifling as to be almost incredible ;. 
it was stated at forty men m the whole engagement,, 
and not one officer, except M. Rokesby, who died of 
his wounds; but from the resolute attack of the 
ScotSv at the onset, the small loss of the English is 
justly doubted. -fr 

« Many of the killed are said to have been buried in and about 
Spott-dean. Muskets, bullets, swords, human bones, pieces of scarlet 
cloth, &c. were sometimes found in the neighbourhood. 

f According to Whitelock, *«at the battle of Dunbar 15,000 were 
killed and taken.. Of these the general sent, home upon their pa* 
role 5000 of the prisoners, being wounded, old men and boys ; the 
men house-keepers, forced out of their houses to take arms, and 2 ICO 
of them died by the way ; the other 5000 were sent prisoners to Ber- 
wick, and so to Newcastle." 
*< The. governor of Berwick gave to each Scotch prisoner for one 



CBOMWELL. ISQ 

Many loen of distinction fell in this fatal conflict ; 
amongst whom were the Homes <^ Wedderburn, 
father and son ; Sir William Douglas of Kirkness, 
who appears to have fallen at Broxmouth, as a plain 
stone, bearing his name, in legible characters, lies ia 
the shrubbery south-east from the house. Amongst 
the prisoners were twelve lieutenant-colonels, six ma- 
jors, thirty-seven captains, &c. Cromwell's first act 
after the battle was to return thanks to the Almighty 
Ibr the victory he had gained ; and, as if anxious 
to refute the. odium of cruelty imputed to him, 
sent back the principal prisoners in his own coach^ 
and the wounded in waggons. It is further asserted 
by Walker, that, after the battle of Dunbar, he seni 
^^ a thousand of the wounded men in a gallantry to 
the countess of Winton.**' 

The following proclamation was issued by the con- 
queror, respecting the wounded left in the field : 

** Forasmuch as I understand that there are several 
soldiers of the enemy ^s army yet abiding in the fielcf, 
who, by reason of their wounds, could not march 
from thence : these are, therefore, to give notice to 
the inhabitants of this nation, that they may have 
free liberty to repair to the field aforesaid, and with 
their carts, or any other peaceable way, to carry the 

day three biskits, and a pottle of pease, which, they said, was more 
than their own officers gave them three days together. 

** November 1 1. The Sects, prisoners taken at the battle of Dun- 
bar, at their first coming to Newcastle, got into the gardens^ and fed 
so greedily upon the raw cabbages, that they poisoned their bodies^ 
1600 of them died, 500 more were sick ; and 900, in healthy weaa 
sent to work there." — Whit$io€k*s Mem, 
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zkid «oTdk^» tcf sluch jAstte^ Us i\\^y sh^) fhmk fit ; 
provided th^y medctl^ n6t, or tak* dway ar>y of the 
arms tber^ 9 and a\\ offl(?erd dnd 8oldter§ i^e to take 
liotice that tb« ^mtf is permitted. Giveft UDder irijr 
hand at DttAbar^ 

« O, CftOMWEtL." 

« September 4. 1660." 

lire parVij^ment ordered^ %\iii% th^ ix>i«>iirs taken 
at the b^ttied of Preston tf Od Ehinbii^ sfeoiiM be hrtng 
up in Wei&tminsler Hall^ and that ifieiliitd of ^d 2tnd 
ail v^r shoutd be given to t-lie aoldiery, in' reinehibriin^ 
of 6od's mercy, find of their valour dnft vieto*ry. 

Cromwell spent the next day at Dunbafr rn wFiiing 
letters to the House of ComitlOhs, d^afiiing the vie- 
toryi which wilt be found ifi Not^ I; kt Ihe end of 
this chapter. It has been remarked, that bis prTriei{>ri 
victories at Dunbar and Worcester happened ori thh 3d 
of September ; and^ finally, bis death on tbtft day. 

After Cromwell Was proittottfd to the Pf-oteetdi'ship, 
Monk, ivho didtinguish^ himself as dile who led the 
van at the late battle^ was appoihted eommandeKiii- 
ehief in Scotiatid, and cfne of the cotnmissione'rs for 
uniting that cbiintry with ^hfe cortitatohivealth. He 
took up bis residence at Diilkeith, and remkxned 
there chiefly durlrig the ye^rS that ihtertdrirf be- 
tween that period and the restoration ; during which 
tiine a dumber of letters passed between him and the 
magistrates of t)uabarf regarding tbe assessments le- 
vied on the bohgh. This ecrrrfespofldehce is pHestrt- 
ed in the archives of that plac^, ahd tt'lll hH found m 
Ndte tl. appended to this cliapten 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER XII. 



NOTE I. 

jd Letter from the Lord Geneaal CROMWELL,yram Dunbar ; een* 
taining a true Relation of the Proceedijigs of the Parliament Army 
under his command in Scotland t and the success God was pleased 
to give them against the Scott army, in a battli at Dunbar, Sept, t. 

-^^ ro& mx H02rovaA»ts william ikuthal, ii^ sriAUft ay tu« 

rARUAMXNT 07 XKGLAK9. 

** Sir, — I HOPE It is not ill taken, that I make no more frequent ad*^ 
dresses to the parliament ; things that are of trouble, in point of prof 
Yision for your army, ftud of ordinary direction, I bgye, as I could, of- 
ten presented to the councel of state, together wi^ such occuirences 
as have happened ; who, I am sure, as they have not been wanting 
in their extraordinary care and provision for us, so neither what they 
judge fit and necessary^ to represent the same to you ; and this I 
.thought to be a sufficient discharge of my duty on that bebalC 

" It hath now pleased God to bestow a mercy upon ycu* worthy your 
knowledge, and of the utmost praise and thanks of all that fear and 
love bis name ; yea, the mercy is far above all praise, which, that 
you may the better perceive, I shall take the boldness to tender unto 
you some drcumstances accompanying this great business, which will 
manifest the greatness and seasonableness of! this mercy. We having 
tryed what we could to engage the enemy three or four miles we^ 
of Edinburgh ; that proving ine0ectual, and our victual failing, we 
marched towards, our ships for a recruit of our wants. The enemy 
did not at all trouble us in our rear, but marched the direct way to- 
wards Edinburgh, and partly in the night and. morqlng, slips through 
bis whole army, and quarters himself in a posture easie to interpose 
between us and our victual ; but the Lord made him lose the oppor- 
tunity ; and the morning proving exceeding wet and dark, we reco* 
yer^d, by tha.t time it was light, into a ground where they could nQl 



hinder ut from our victual ; which wa9 a high act of the Lord*8 pro>» 
▼idence to us. We b^ng come into the nid ground, the enemy- 
marched into tfav ground we were l«^t upon ;• having no mind either 
to ttriYe to interpose between us and our ▼ictual, or to fight ; being 
indeed upon this lock» hoping that the sickncsa of your army would 
render their work more easie %the gafoing^of time ; whereupon we 
marched to Muscleburgh to victual and to ship away our sick men,, 
where we sent aboard near five hundred sick and wounded soldiers;. 
And upon serious consideration^ finding our weakness so to increase,, 
anc^ the enemy lying upon his advantages, at a general councel it- 
was thought &t to march to Duftbar, an J there to fortifie the town,, 
which, we thought, if any thing, would provoke them to engage ; as 
wXm, Aw hcvioy argvriioii there/ woiM fiiraish at with aceomnaoda- 
tion for our sick men ^ would be a place for a* good magazin, (which 
we exceedingly wanted), being put to depend upon the uncertaintj 
of weather for landing provisions, which it) Any tim^catinOl be done, 
thoogh the being of the whole army lay upon h ; all t6* coistttfoHi 
Lefth to Berwick not having one g6od haitnyf ; as al^to to lie^ mtf^ 
conveniently to receive our retifuifs of horse and IV>ot f rom Berwi£lii 
leaving these considerations, upon Saturday, th^ thfrtSeA of Augut^ 
we marched from Muscleburgh td HeddlngtOi^ where, bythattabi^ 
we had got the van -brigade of Our horse, and our foot and train, hiL 
to their quarters; Ui^ enemy was marched with that exceeding e«p^* 
dition, that they fell upon ibe rear-fotlorn of our horse, and put i^ in 
some disorder ; and indeed had like to have engaged our rear bri|;^ 
of horse with their whole army, had not ihe Lord, by hfs provtden^ 
put a cloud over the nioon, thereby ^vhig us opportuliity to AtAit, 
off* those horse io the rest of the army, ^hich accordingly #89' donl» 
without any loss, save of three or four Of 6ur afore-menfioned fol'* 
lorn, wherein the enemy (as #e believe) received Aiore loss; Thifr 
army being put into a reasonable secui'e posture, towards mi^ 
nigiit the enemy attempted our quarters oYl the west end of HedL 
dington, but (through ihe goodness of God) we repulsed them. T^ 
next morning we drew into an op'6n field^, oti the sbnth sideof RNtf. 
diii^n ; we not judging it safe for us to d^W (ot die ent^ity upoh 
his own ground, he being prepossessed th^df, but rather dr^ back 
to give htm way to come io us, if he Aad so thougfht fit ; anti bsP^- 
iiig waited about Che space of /bur ti fi^e hotn^s, to seef if he wonfd 



coou to us, Mill not AnAng wiy fn^inaUoa of the MMny fo to dop 

^e resolved to go» according to oar £rat ioteudoaent, 4o DunbMr. 

fiy that time we had mnrched tbree or four mSLeB, we taw aemo h9» 

dies of the enemies hone draw out of 4beir ^uafters ; and "by that 

time otur carriages were gotten aeer Dynjiary tbeir whole army was 

vfon tbeir march after us ; audi indeed, our drawing back in this 

auuier, with the addition <^ tbrce nfsw regimeal«.added to them, did 

much bighten their confidence, if not presumption aod arrogancy. 

'The enemy tb^t nagbt, we |»er4e»Ted, goib^ed towards the bilk, H» 

boring to make a perfect inlierposition between us and -Berwick ; 

and haying, in this posture, a great advantage, through bis better 

luiowledg of 4be country, which he effected, by sending a considers* 

ble party to the strait pass ai Copperspetbi where ten men to hinder^ 

ure better .than forty to make 4faeir way : and .truly this was an ezi- 

l^ent to us ; wherewith the enemy 4*eproached us with tiiat foodition 

the parliament's army was in, when it made its hard conditions with 

•the king iu <CornwaL By some reports that baTO come to us, they 

4iad disposed of us, and of their business* in auAcient revenge aad 

arrath towards our persons, and bad swaUowcd up the poor interest 

of £jigland, believing tiiat their army and Aeir king would have 

ipacchod to London without any interruption ; it 'being told- us, wt 

know not how ^truly, by a pdsoner we took 4kk» night before tbe^gh^ 

tikai tbeir lang wat very sudieniy to come amengit them wilh thote 

English titey aUotoed to be about him ; but in -what they were thus 

^ted up, the Lor4i was above them. 

'< The «nemy ly^ng iu the postwe before meniio&edi having those 
advantages, we lay very neer him, -bemg sensible of our disadvan* 
tage, having som^ weakness of flesh, but yet consolation and sup* 
l»ort from the Lord himself, to our weak faith, wherein, I beleevei 
Jiot a few aawvgst us shared, that, because of tfa«ur numbers, be- 
cause ^ tbeir advantages, because of their confidence^ because of our 
ireakaeso, ^because of our strait, we were in the mount, and in the 
jmf>^MaJ: ^the Lord would <be seen, -and that be would 6nde out a way 
^f deliverance and saWaUon for us ; and indeed we had our eonsola- 
jtion^ and our hopes, ^pon Monday evening, the enemy, whose 
nuntbera ;wece very great, as we heard, about six thousand horse, and 
-TFi^iftft" 'thousand foot, at least ; ourtf^drawn down, as to sound meW, 
iQ .about -Mama thoujand five iiundrcd foot, and three thousand five 
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iHindred bone ; the eneniy drtW down to thor right wing abo«it 
two^thirds of their left wing of horse, to the right wing shogging 
also their foot and train much to the right, causing their right 
wing of horse to edge down towards the sea* We could not well 
in^agine, but that the enemy intended to attempt upon us, or to 
place themseWes into a more exact position of interposition. Ma- 
jor-general and myself coming to the earl of Rozburgh*s house, 
and observing this posture, I told him, I thought it did give us an 
opportunity and advantage to attempt upon the enemy ; to which be 
immediately replyed, that he had thought to have said the same thing 
to me: so that it pleased the Lord to set this apprehension upon both 
of our hearts rt the same instant. We called for Colonel Monk, 
^nd sliewed bio^ the thing ; and coming to our quarter at night, and 
demonstrating our apprehensions to some of the colonels, they also 
chearfuUy concurred ; we resolved, therefore, to put our business 
Into this posture, that six regiments of horse, and three regiments 
and a half of foot should march in the van ; and that the major-ge- 
neral^ the lieutenant-general of the horse, and the commissary-gene- 
ral, and Col. Monk, to command the brigade of foot, sliould lead on 
the business ; and that Colonel Pride's brigade, Colonel Overton's 
brigade, and the remaining two regiments of horse, should bring up 
the caonoa and rere ; the time of falling on to be by break of day ; 
but, through some delays, it proved not to be so till six o'clock in 
the morning : The enemies word was The Covenant ; which it had 
been for divers days ; ours. The Lord of Hosts, The major-general, 
Lieutenant- General Fleetwood, and Commissary- General Whaley, 
and Colonel Twisletons, gave the onset ; the enemy being in very 
good posture to receive them, having the advantage of their cannon 
and foot against our horse. Before our foot could come up, the 
enemy made a gailant resistance, and there was a very hot dispute at 
swords point between our horse and theirs : Our first foot« after 
they had disdiarged their duty, being over-powered with the enemy, 
received some repulse, which they soan recovered; but my own re- 
giment, under the command of Lieutenant- Colonel Goff, and my 
Major White, did come seasonably in ; and. at the push of pike^ 
did repel the stoutest regiment the enemy had there, me^ly wkb the 
courage the Lord was pleased to give ; which proved a great smaxe- 
ment to the residue of their foot* This being the first action be- 
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V»«IWk Um #<Mt» Um iMM»» ia th« mtM time^ di4» irith a gnat d«aloC 
Aad spirit, beat back all opposition, charging through tha 
l|as of the anemic^ h^rsa and their foot, who were^ after the fiiat 
ivftalse giveiw made, by the Lord of Host^ as stubble to their al«vordap 
ladeed, I believe, I may speak it without partiality, both jrour chief 
'cmnmanders, and others, in their several places, and soldiers also^ 
were acted with as much coorage as ever hath been seen ia any ac«» 
^oo ftiaoa this war. I know they look on to be named ; and ibere- 
iore I ferbeat- particulars* The bett of the enemies horse and fiwi 
4Mag broken thfough and throogh ia less than aa hoar's dispute* 
tb^'r whole army being pat into confusion, it became a total rout % 
our men having the chase and esecuikm of them near eight m^les. 
We believe, that ttpoa the place and near about it, were about thiaa 
HMusand slain. Prisoners taken of their officers, you have thia en« 
•dosed list ; of private soldiers, near ten thousand. The whole baggage 
and iraia tsken ; wheieia was good store of match, powder and buU 
let ; all tAeir artillery, great and small, thirty guns. We are confi- 
^teat they have left behind them not less than fifteen thousand arms* 
I Have already brought into lae aear two hundred colours, which X 
iiefewith send you. What officers of quality of theirs are killed, we 
yet eanabt learn ; but yet surely divers are, aad many men of qua- 
lity BR mot-tally wounded, sa Colonal l^midel, the Lord ]L.iberton» 
StfUl otfters $ and that, whith ia «o small addition, I do not l^lieve we 
liaee itait twenty taen ; not orta comaassionedefioer slain tiiat I hear 
l»f, save oae conmet, aad Major Booksby, siace dead of bis wouads i 
and iio€ many mortally wounded. Coloney Whaley only cut in the 
iMtfid-wrist, and his horse twice shot and killed under him, but ha 
meit^ retovered airoCber horse, and went on in the chaee. Thus yva 
June the prospect of one of the most signal mercies God hath doaa 
Ibr England and his people this war. And bow aiay it please you tp 
^giva me the leave of a few vrords : It is easie to say, the Lord hath 
idene thfa ; it would do you good to see and hear our poor foot go ap 
and dowa making their boast of God. Bu^ sir, it is in your haadi» 
aad by these eniiaeat aierdes God puts it more iatoyour heads to give 
.^atf to himy lo improve yoar power and His blassings to His praiat. 
; Wa that serve you, beg of yott aot to awn as, but Ood alone ; we 
jfniy yeii owa His people morb aad mote, for thty are the ehariota 
4Mid hfiwmm^n, H Utmak :. diaoinl yauiiclv0i».bttt awn ^mivMbton^f, 

M 
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and improre it, to cnifotbe proud and the io8o9ent| tudi as wodid dif^^ 
turb the tranquillity of England, 'though under what specious pre-- 
tences soerer. Retieve the oppressed ; hear the groans of poor pri- 
soners in England; be pleased to reform the abuses of all profes- 
sions ; and if there be any one that makes many poor to make a feir 
fich/thst suits not a commonwealth. If H«, that strengthens- your 
servants to fight, pleases to grre you hearts to set upon these things, 
in order to His glory, and the glory of your commonwealth, besides 
the benefit of England shall feel thereby, you shall shine forth to 
•ther nations, who shall emulate the glory of such a patem, and 
through the power of God, turn in to the like. These are our de- 
sires ; and, that you may have liberty and opportunity to do these 
firings, and not be hindred, we hare been, and shall be (by God*s 
assistance) willing to venture our lives, and not desire you should 
be precipitated by importunities from your care of safety and preser- 
vation ;. but that the doing of these good things may have their place 
amongst those which concern wetl being, and so be wrought in their 
^me and order. Since we came into Scotland, it hath been our desire 
and longing to have avoided blood in this business, by reason that 
Ood hath a people here fearing His name, though deceired ; and to 
that end have we offered much love -unto such in the bowds of 
Christ ; and concerning the truth of our hearts therein, have we ap- 
pealed unto the Lord. The ministers of Scotland hare hindred the 
passage of these things to the hearts of those to whom we intended 
them ; and now we hear, that, not onely the deceived people, t»vt 
some of the ministers, are also follen in this battel. Tins is the great 
band of the Lord, and worthy of the consideration. of all those who, 
taking into their hands the instruments c£ a foolish shepherd ; f 
wit, meddling with worldly policie?, and mixtures of earthly power, 
to set up that which they call the kingdom of Christ; which is net. 
ther it, nor, if it were it, would such means be found effectual t« 
that end, and neglect, or trust not to the Word of God, the sword 
of the Spirit, which is alone powerful and aUe for the setting up of 
that kingdom ; and when trusted to, wilt be found effectually able to 
Chat end, and will also do it. This is humbly offred for tlieir sakea ; 
who, having lately too much turned a^ide, that they might return 
again to preach Jesus Christ, according to the simplioity of the ^oo- 
pel ; and then, no doiibt, they will discern and finde your protoc- 
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tiot sad eneoitragemetit, Deteeching you to pardon thislcngfltj 
2 humbly take IciaTe, and rest. Sir, your most humble servantf 

^ O. CaoMwiLu 
*< BvMBAai September 4, 1650.** 

The ibilowing letter, written by Cromwell to his lady, is copied 
h^m the MS. collections ia the Briti«h Museum : 

« 

" DuMBAE, 4tk September, 16S0» 
*^ Mr DBARxtT, — I have not leisure to write much, but I could 
ehide thee, that in many of thy letters thou writest to me, that I should 
not be unmindful of tliee and xny little ones. Truly* if I love yoa 
not to6 well, I. think I err not on the other hand much,. Thou art' 
dearer to me thfin any creature ; let that suffice. The Lord bath 
ahowed us au exceeding mercy. Who can tell how great it is ? My 
weak fauh bath been upheld. I have been in my inward man mira* 
culou&ly supported. I assure thee I grow an old man, and feel in* 
Armities of age marvellously stealing upon me. Would my corrupt 
tions did as fast decrease. Pray on my behalf in the latter respect* 
The particulars of our late success, Henry Vane or Gil. Pickering 
will impart to thee. My love to ail our dear friends. . Thine, 

«• O. CaOMWBLL." 



NOTE II. 

UUiert, addressed hy General Monk and others, to the Magistrates of 
Dunbar, during the time of the Commontffeoith* 

2. FROM JO. VINCBNTi CONCERKINO A LETTX& FROM OUVCA CROUVriLfc 

AKD HIS COUNCIL. 

** These, for the honhle the Cheife Magistrate of the Tovme of 

Dunbar in Scotland* 

** HoMBLB Sir, — I am very sensible of the disappointment which 
H mayji>e to you, tliat this has not reached you sooner ; but truely 
tbe great affaire, which hath beene long upon the wheell, and before 
bit bighnesse, hath caused all matters of inferiour and private con- 
ceroementto be att a stand for these late moneths : According to my 
proiDise to Doctor Purveys, (our honrd friend, and one very zealous 

2 
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go«d;)IlHi«e — w wt the Ifeltqr frew hb HlgjKuMt i»td^ 

je Chwirill to Ike Dodar to be comcfed tafdy to y^o, whicb |m 

«BB plcMtd to aadertake. Gents., 1 beg of you a candid constroc- 

tXHi of aaj indaavovn to senre joii» tboogh attcndad with .this ble« 

flush of a ddaj, yet have they bccne very reall from. Sir. your ¥er|i 

selective friend to senre yon, 

** Jo. YiMcncN 
•" AncAsnn, Jbiitf ^ 1657. 

" I pufpoii to foa towarda I^owdWi to*BMHrroWa 



•» 



aavEAAL MOVK, KisnecTiMa taiks; 

^^ lb rte Owiiriwfws ^Amm i» Otf ^urgjfc 

(«< For the semiee of the slate.) 

** GaiiTLxasBir. — His highness and the Council! being sensible 
of the urgent necessity of brioging in of money for the present af^ 
faires of ye comonwealth, have sent their letters to ye comis- 
sioners Tor the assessament in the severall counties of England to 
meete in order to ihe raising of ye six monthes assessement, begin* 
ning from the 24tb of June next, and appoint their generall nieet- 
inge at such convenient times, and that they soe proceed as that ihe 
assessement for the first three monthes of that six monthes, which^ 
by the act, is payable on or before the first of September next, bo 
paid in to the respective reoeiueis onorbefons the sixth dayof Jnly,^ 
and ye hitter three monthes assesse payable by the said act, on or be* 
fan the Urst of December next, be paid in to the xespective reoeiu^vi 
on or before the sixth of October neit, to the end there may be a sea- 
sonable supply for the pressing occasions of the CoroonweaUb and of' 
the Armies, which will Alberwise unavoidably come to free quarter : 
And therefore bis Higbnes and the Councill have thought fiit to re- 
quire his Highnes* Councill heere to write the like letters unto the 
comissionevs in their respective shyres, counties, and places in Scot- 
land to the same eflf^et. In pursuance whereof, his Highnes CoiincUi 
heere have thought fitt to ^gnify the premises unto yow, the comis- 
sionevs for assessement in the burgh of Dunbarr ; And to desire yow, 
that yo w also meete in order to the falsing of the six monthes assesse- 
ment, beginning from the 24. June next^ and appoint your meetii!ig& 
at such cdnvcftieiu times, and that yowso« proceed, as that th« 
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intat for the first three monthes of those six monthea in the said burgh, 
which, b^ the act, is payable on the first of September next, bee pai4 
into the reoeiuer ua or before the sixth day of July next, and the 
latter three monthes, payable by the said act on or before the first of 
December next, be paid in to. the receiuer, on or before the sixth of 
October next ; to the end there may be a seasonable supply for tb« 
pressing occasions of the comon wealth, and of the Armies, which 
will otb^wise unavoidably come to free quarter ; And although this 
be but the same tax that is laid by the act, yet the timely payment 
thereof will prevent many inconvenieiices, and be of great advantage 
fb (he publick service, which they desire yow to doe your utmost to 
promote heerein, by the causeing those six monthes assessementof yt 
burgh to bee paid in att ye times aforesaid ; And the said Councill 
heere doe further desire yow, to give them an accompt of your re- 
ceipt heoreof, and of your resolutions thereupon, as speedily at you 
can: 
" ( Signed in ye name, and by order of the counsill,) GxoaoB MoxcK* 

<^£bihh. U. Jfo^ 1658.'* 

Itl.^-FBOH SIR A. J>OK. 

** MuTCB HONNORBD FRIENDS, — Acordingto the command laid up- 
«n me by his faienes Counsell, and the wreattes issued out for that 
efiTect, be pleasit to resaue heirwith inclosit this precept whiche I de- 
syre.yee may cause be prodaimit at your mercatt-croce the first 
mercat day efter the resaitte heirof, and that your burgesses may at- 
tend tfae'meiting therby appoynted, the day and plaice therein men- 
tionate for the endes therein exprest. And that yce will returne to 
me this precept dewlie execute and indorsate. The cairfull perfor- 
mance qrof is expeetit by, your afiectionat freind and servand, 

" A. DoK. 
** NswTOWNx, 25ti Dec, 1 658. 

** F^T my honnoredfreindt the Bailzek of Dunbar^'* 

IV.— FBOX SIR WlLUAlff- SXTOlT. 

** Mutch honoked and worthie frindis^ — Our toune heath res- 
aeaued ane letter from my Lord Generall, recommending to use our 
Parlamcnt man. He makis mentioune of cne doctor Thomas Clair- 
gis, only brother to bis Ladv, a man that heath doune great seruisa 

- ' m3 
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to tbfltouD«of Edinbrouclie. Hie is Agent for tbe Couaeell of Bng-. 
land and Scotland ; with all, my Lord wrytis to use, that hie, a gen- 
tleman that will not be cbargable to us. It is my Lordis dissyre to 
ttss to gife sou notis of this gentrilman which his Lo: heath re- 
oomendit. Our commissinar will attend upone aouris Monday in 
the morntag or at nicht, that iipone Tuesday thay may goe aWay^ 
airly« This letter of my Lord OeOeralis is to be carried allong to 
the lest of tbe burrose. This is tbe substaase of tbe letter diat is. 
writtioe to aou by bito, 

** Vho is aour wcrry aflectionat friod & seroant, 

" W. SXA?0II1|» 

" UAmin^tovm^ ike SI. ef December, 1658.. 
** For mgf konorredfrindii ike BytUs if Dunbar,** 

v.— raoM OBMBEAK MONK, mBSVteTi^a jisassSMtMr* 

•' For my very loving Freinds, the Magistrates of the burgk of ' 

Dunbarre, 
^' GxMTLZMsy, — Haveing acali from Qod aod hUpfople to-mareh 
into England, to assert and maintaine the liberty and being of Par* 
liameats, our antient ' coDstitution, and therein the freedoroe and. 
rights of tbe people of these three nations, from ai^itcary and ty- 
raunicall usurpations upon thair consciences, persons and esta^s, and 
for a godly ministry, I doe tbeirfor exspect from yow, the Mi^js- 
trates of ye burgh of Puobarre, that yow doe preserve the peace jof 
the comon wealth in your busgfa. Aud I heerby authorise ypw ta 
fiuppresse all tumults, stirrings and unlawfuli assemblies ; and tlutt 
you hold noe correspondency with any of Charles Stuarts party pi 
. his adherents, but apprehend any such as shall make any disturbaase, 
and send them into the next guarrison ; And doe furrier di>sire y9^ 
to eountejiance and incourage the godly ministry, and all that truely 
feare God in the land ; and that .jrow continue faithfoll to awne and 
assert the interest of Parliamentary government in your seyesalL 
places and stations^ I hope my absence wilbee very short ; but I 
doe assure you, that i will procure from ■ Uie Parliament, whatever 
Qiay bee for the good goverment and releile of this nation, and doubt 
not but to obtaine abaitements on your assesse and other publi%iie 
burtbeos according to the proportion of Eugland ', and further aer. 
vice I may bee able. I shall not bee wanting in what may prooaote 
tbe happinesse and peace of tlp^ fifflicted people^ I shall not tsou. 



^le fow- furthsr, bu( |ic|^ your pr«jrerB» «nd dasire ^w to msum 
ypurselyesy that I Am, your fatthfuil freiod and humble terfanu 

** £»iMB«a«H, .Mboem&er, 1659. 

'* I desire yow to send me word to Barwick under your bandi how 
farr ybw will comply with my desires, by the 12th of December 
next. 

" I desire you, that what is behind, of the last foiire monihes of yt 
twelve monthes asse&se may bee in a readiness against it is ealled 
ibr. I likewise desire that tbeir may bee particular notice given,, 
that such as are not free to concurr with yow in this busiaetse, you 
will send me their names.*' 

The above letter has no signature. It is written verbatim with 
one sent to North Berwick, of the same date, to which Oeiierai 
>lonk*8 name is appended* 

Vf. XKDORSRV *' COPT, LEmtR, OSHKKAL MOWK TO T»S LORUa A«» 

'OCNVLKMBM, FOIl SSTTIlfO WATCHBR UPON THS aOKOaM. 

** Mr Lords and Gentlrmkn, — I havereceaved your opinioneby 
iome of your number, and doe take notice of your great respect t» 
■», that your are pleased to have such a sense of my endeavours in 
preserving the peace of this ceuntrey ; for which I desyre to signefie 
t« y^ur Lordships, gcutilmcn, and burgesses, my verrie afifectioned 
snd heartie thanks. 

'* I doe farder tak notice off your good affeetiones to the Parliament 
♦f England, and your resolutiones to preserve the peace and saiftie 
•f cliis countrey, in eaise God sail be pleased to call us to the assist* 
anea of our freinds in England. And I doe farder assure yow, for 
this your gveat service to the commonewealth of England, at such 
•anciyme of haaard and danger, that J will make good to the uttermost 

• ^ my power my former promises, and ¥se all meinesfor the ease and 
leleife of this afflicted natione, for giveing yow ante larder power than 
i have done in my letter, to prevent or supprese any tumults or stir^ 
vupes, I have not bad tyme to considder ane better way at present ;. 
bot at your nixt returne from your severall shyres and burghes, by 
the twelt di^ et December, I sail then think upoa the best way'to> 

• «B«ble yo|r to secure the peace pf the countray. 

<' As to the appoynting of waitcbes upon the coountaayesniat td th» 
. bylaftds, pt iipm tk^ ' bQi4«irp» i£ youi^pl^ise to gif e me ane not what 
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shyret will joyne togither for the manteaning of ane watcli, ihid the 
Bufnber of men to be imployed, and of ane fit persone or persones to 
•omand them ; I shall then give him or them power to have soe 
. mauie men wnder his or their comands for the proctecting of, these 
, sbyres and pairts from robbers ; and that these shyres who have 
watches for there securctle doe give ingadgement wnder ther band* 
for such men that doe comand or ar comandit, that they sail act no- 
thing against the Parliament or coumonewealth of England. 

(No SxanATuaa.) 
** EuiK. nth Xov. 1659. 

▼II. PROM GBVERAl MOlfC 

'* Far the Magistrates of Dunbarre* 

** GaMTtEMiN, — I have received your petition, and amrheartiljsov* 

ry that I can give you noe relief concerning your desire ; butt whem 

the commissioners come downe, I shall be glad to further your busi« 

aeise there as much as lies in mee, which is all I can doe in ^our 

Irusineasei butt remayne, your very loving freind and servant, 

"^ Georor Momck. 
•* Dalkeitit, 13. Dec. 1659.** 

▼fll. — CIRCaLAR, FROM GElfERAL MONK TO THX <*1TT Or CDIMBUBCK 

AND TUB OTHER BURGHS. 

^ Mr Lords and Gentlemen, — I have received your letter and 
the letter of severall other brughs, and does find my selfe obleid^d 
to retunie you reall and heartie tlianks for your affectioun to the 
eommoun wealth and the army heir, and to ^at good interest for 
which we are now contending, and in particular to myself; and to as- 
sujre you, that we shall alwayis retaine a graitfuU sense of it, and sail 
be reddie upon all occasiouns to protect and encourage your cittie and 
all vyr brughis. I desyre you to communicatt this to such your 
brughis as have subscryved the letters; and remaine, your Lordships, 
▼ery humble servant, 

** (Sic subs,) George Moncr. 
.** This is the true coppie, W. Tuomsonb. 
«* Berwick, 14. Dec, 1659. 

**- Mr Thomsone knowis the names of these bnighes, that have soit 
to us, and I desyre to send a copy of this letter voder your derkis 
hand to them. 



u 



For the Right Hon, Sir Jamct Stewatt, L9fd Pr99estf and U the 
haUlies of Edinr.** 



«jMiv*»»f., m 



CHAPTER XIII. 



SAyttig/«*duttUe, ttMt vafmn ye drar* 
And l*a dkow yo^ tfie an of iMp-, 
lUfhtMidr in the miMiaff.* 



7%^ R€bettion.^^PauJ Jones^'^Captain PaS. 

The restoration of the Stuarts was in a great mea* 
sure effepted by the tergiversation of General Mpnk. 
Richard Cromwell, when he felt, that, *^ uneasy li^ 
the bead that w^ars 9- crown,V sigped his defnisaiop 
in I66O9 upon which Monk, like a skilful geoetal, 
when he beheld the jarring interests of the sUile, ion*. 
jinediately inarched upon London, and ^ei^ing tne. 
fir§t opportunity of declaring for Charl^9 ii.» w^ af* 
terwards rewarded with the dukedom of Aii^mA^^ 
for his services in tiie royal cause. 

Charles, who is characterized by Rochester, as oiie 
^* who never said a fpolish thing, nor ever did a wi^ 
action," was well calqulated to be the puppet of the 
despotic administration which followed, of which 
the duke of Lauderdale was the head Their firkt 
object was to strike a blow at presbyterjanisni in 
§fH>t|and, and bjf thi$ means to restore episcopacy ^& 
(he national religion, being neiu?ev in its foroas to tho 
Homish church, which they durst not openly avow.. 
The Scottish clergy, ratlier than submit to this un« 
warrantable stretch ofaathorlty, relinquished i|ieir aU. 

tars and iheir home? ibr cqasciQace' «ak^ ; Md» tAO« 
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der the denomination of covenanters, worshipped Go<f 
in the open fields. 

To support these arbitrary measures, it was fcMind^ 
necessary, on the Snd October, 1669, to call out m 
militia of 16,000 foot and 2000 cavalry, to whicb 
Dunbar furnished its quota.* 

James, duke of York, who succeeded Lauderdale 
in the management of Scottish affairs, visited Sec^- 
land in November 1679) when he was met by the 

• » 

'*- As a proof of the ▼igHance of the magistracy and the jealous; of 
the gpTernment about this period, we subjoin the fblTowInrg extract 
ft-om a letter written by Mr Adkm Blackader, giving an accottiitof 
. kU reception in Scotland on hia return from Sweden : 

*' It being Sunday, the skipper sayes to me, (for he was a Tery 
atrick pious man,) ' What is to be done?' Sayes I, ' That's an im* 
pertinent question ; you see it is a matter of life and death.* Then 

* be orders his men to weigh anchor ; and after being a month at ttm, 
' we landed at Dunbar in Scotland. 

*' So soon as the people of Dunbar observed us east anichor, M 
■ees a boat coming to us, where was the baily and town-clerk, who 
came aboard, and asked the skipper if he had got any passengers f 
He answered he had none but a young gentleman and his wife. 
*■ We must see them,' say they. We were called up to the deck. 
' From where come you, sir ?' < From &ockholm in Swedland.* 
- ♦ What's your occupation ?' * A merchants' « What's your name» 

* wr ?' * You are very positive in your questions,' said I ; * my name 
is Blackader.' Then they were the more inquisitive, thinking they, 
had got a prize — * What ! are you any relation of Mr Blackader 1ml 
the Bass there ?' < Yes, sir ; I am not ashamed to own my relation 
to him, — I'm a son of bis.' This was, it seems, crime enough. 

• Aha !' says tlie baily, ' then, by my faith, you'r right enough. You 
must come both a&hoar to prison, till you give account of your- 
selves to the government.* * Ou !* sayes I, * gentlemen, let me 
' •emft ashoar first and do* a faoi^ before you punish me upon Scotck 



magistrates of the burghs in his progress. That re- , 
prpbate measure, the test act, was next enforced on 
aJi< persons holding civil and military offices, and as' 
several members in the respective merchant-couhcila 
of the burghs, evaded or refused to take this oath, 
the ead of Perth, lord high chancellor, issued a cir- 
cular, in 1686, authorizing and enjoining the present 
magistracy to remain during his majesty^s pleasure, 
and discharging the election of new counsellors. 
These measures were too severe to continue ; and, 
at length, in 1688, when the wished-for landing of 
the Prince of Orange was daily expected, the govern- 
ment taking alarm^ addressed the folloUridg letter U> 
the magistrates of Dunbar, while beacons were plac^ 
ed on the Bass, St Abb^s Head, North-Berwick Law, 
>ajid 6arleton-hiU, as signals. 

^ Far Mu George Rutheeford, Baily ofDumbctr. 

** To be directed straight from Haddington to Dumbar. r 

« HolyroodhmiSy SOih October^ 1688. 

^^ Sir,-— I am informed there is a ship arrived at 
your port, which came off from Rotterdam on Mon- 

fronnd * ' Ifs all one/ sayes he, ' this is the councirs orders, t« 
secure and examine all stranger passengers,* 

** Well, ashoar we comes, in order to go to prison. But good 
providence, that never failed roe, ordered it so, that one of them, 
Baily Faa, who was intimately acquaint with my father, gave bail 
for my appearing before the town- council when. called, — which they 
took : and he kept me in his house for a fortnight. The town was 
ftill of sodgers, going about the country like madmen.'*— l/tffn. R*9, 
J* Blackader, 



Hirhmt of m»tit. 

dBijr Was k 8e*i^nigh t. I AeHre th^ fatotir of yda; that 
ybd would oi*deir the master bf IhAt vesiidl to come ti>^ 
tfiis place immediately^ or if his occasions be sudh as 
he cantibt come himself^ tliat you would ireeive fVom 
him all the information he can givie concerning the 
Dutch fleet, their number of ships, landsmen, their 
design of landing, where and how he left them, aiid 
atl other cireumstances belonging to them, \n which 
yoa will obrige, your assured frietid, 

The atrii^l of Wiiiiam and Mary, which soon took 
place, wa$ hailed with joy by the kingdom \ but, as 
the e^tpatHated family had many partisans remain* 
ing, the seeds of civil discord still lingered, in the 
land ; and at this time a. large fleet of Dutch fishiog 
vessels appearing at the mouth of the frith of Forth, 
on beiri^ taken for a French arniam^nt^ wAs suffllieat 
to excite alkrm. 

On the 6th day of March 1696, a proclamation 
was issued from Edinburgh, calling out the half of the 
Ajot militia in the sihire of Haddtngtbn. THe LHrd 
fielhaven was appointed colonel, the laird of Pi'esldll*. 
grange lieutenant-colonel, and Ensisn Robert Sin* 
clair, major. This militia, by act of parliament, cap. 
IM. 1683, was only to be employed for the suppress 
iioti of foreigti invasions and iritesUne troubles. AU 
nentors, and others hable, were tommaiided to ** out- 
^eik,^\ and furnish their number and proportions, bn 
Iba Ifttb March, with ten dayV pay, at 6d. per dvem^ 
with their best arms and accoutrements, at. 
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isoiH"^ and for the better eneouragement of those 
who might attend this muster^ it was provided, that 
<hey should not otherwise be troubled nor employed 
hut in resi^ng the present threatened invasion. 

In 1745, the smothered hopes of those who had 
formed the daring design of re.establishii\g the Stuarts 
in 1715, were again revived. The lapse of thirty 
years, that had consigned many a chief to his naiv 
row bed, had whetted the ardour of their sons; and, 
if we considier, that, instead of a prince advanced 
in ybars, they were now led on by his son, a. youth of 
^ept mactiaJ talents^i eotterprisiiig, and t»mpared to 
^<tbe Briice" in his personal appearance, we need 
lipt be surprised, that the leader, and his plaided fok 
iowerip, went on, for a tisae, cooquering and to con« 
-q^er. 

On Monday, the 16th of S^epbeit, while the he- 

^l^ld^ weie proclainMog King James at the cross of 

£dinburgh. Sir John Cope was landing his troops at 

' Dunbar. On the mcurning of the 17th, he was joined^ 

. ^y twq regiments of dragoons^ who bad fled frcm 

^pltBcidgein a disgraceful manner* These dragoonsy. 

paving passed through Leith and Musselburgh, en<^ 

OM^aped m a field between Prestongrange and Dol-» 

phiiagstpn, where they dismounted ; but one of them, 

ifhi)^ seeking for^ge for his horse, fell into a ooal«pit, 

' which was. full of water, and ipade su^h a noise, that 

>the dvAgfxxas, thought the highlaaders had got amonipt: 

; t)iem; and mounting their horses, made the best of 

tbeie way to Dunbar. Colonel Gardiner had taken 

4]p his lodgings in his own bpuse^ wl^k was^ in the 
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-^-neighbourhood, and haririg locked the door whc^n ht 
went to bed, knew nothing of the transaction till next 
morning, when he followed his men with a heavy 
heart; for the road to Dunbar was strewed with 
swords, pistols, and firelocks, which he caused to be 
gathered and carried in covered carts to the town, 
that the flight of the two regiments might be as little 
known as possible -in the army. 
• The disembarkation of the droops, artillery, and 
flitores, was completed by the 18tfa ; and on the same 
day, Mr Home, the author of Douglas, appeared be- 
fore Sir John Cope in the character of a volunteer, 
and gave intelligence regarding the liighland armyj 
which he had visited, and described it as inferior in 
appearance and accoutrements to the king^s troops. 
While at Dunbar, several of the judges and civil au- 
thorities came to the camp, not as fighting men, but 
fike the gentlemen- volunteers at Waterloo, -to remain 
with the army, as anxious and interested i^)ectators 
of the approaching action. The earl of Home, who 
was an ofHcer in the guards, joined Sir John from a 
different principle ; not thinking it right to remain at 
home when the king's 'troops were in the field. This 
nobleman came with only one or two servants to of.' 
fer his personal services, which were accepted ; *and 
there were not a few who drew a contrast between 
his present retinue, and that of his ancestors, who at 
a short warning could have brought as many armed' 
men from their own territories into the field, as would 
have coped with that highland army which had now 
possession of ^he capital. 
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• * 

On the 19tfa of September, Sir John Cope left 
Duobar, and marched towards Edinburgh. His lit* 
tie army made a great shew; the cavalry, the infan« 
try, and the cannon, with a long train of baggage 
earts, esLtended for several miles^ The people of that 
generation,, unaccustomed ta war and arms, flocked 
from all quarters, to see an army going to fight a 
battle in East Lothian ; and, no doubt, with infinite 
concern for the result, beheld the warlike spectacle.^ 
The army halted for the night in a field to the west 
of Haddington. Next day, Cope pursued his march, 
striking off' at Huntington^ and taking the low road 
by St Germains and Seton, till he came in sight of 
the highlanders at Preston. It is not our province 
to enter into a detail of the battle of Frestonpans, 
with which everj^ one is familiar ; , it is sufficient to 
say, that the king^s troops were defeated; and Sir 
John Cope, with the earls of Home and Loudon, ha- 
ving gathered together about 450 dragoons, at the 
west end of the village of Preston, retreated by Soul- 
tra to Lauder. 

On. the 2Is^of September, the magistrates and 
council of Dunbar, having acquainted the Lord Ad- 
vocate of Scotland, who was then in that place, that 
they had a nuniber of arms belonging to the burgh ; 
and being fearful lest they should fall into the hands 
of the rebels, he granted a warrant that they might 
be sent on board of a king^s ship. They were accord- 
ly. shipped on board the Margaret of Aberdeen tha 

* Hittne*s History of the Rebellion. 

2. 
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same afternoon ; and by bcr delivered neitt day to tbe 
Fox man-of-war, Captain Beaver, commander. Theie- 
arms consisted of 95 bayonets, 1(A mtiskete, 35 pis» 
tols, with 9 shoulder-belts, & cartridge-boxes, and 1 
sword-belt. A few weeks afterwards, tbe Fox, with 
these arms on boavd, was uiibapjnly lost at Tyaie 
Sands. 

Some days after tbe success of Charles at PrestoB, 
the folloncing letter was reeeived from Secretarjr 
Mtnrray : 

« Holyroodhouse, 9Sfh Sep^ambet\ i74& 

" SiB,-r-You are hereby ordered upon receipt of 
this,^ to repair to the Secretary^ ofltce in the palace of 
Holyroodhouse^ there to have the contribution to be 
paid by your town of Dunbar, for his highnesses use^ 
ascertained; which shall be done according and in 
proportion to the duties of excise ariseing out of tbe- 
said town of Dunbar. For the repayment of whicft 
conVibution, the said duty shall be assignM. This, 
you are ordered^ upon pain of rebellion, furthwith ta 
obey. — By his highness command, 

« To the Provost cfthe Town ofDunharJ^ 

The town'^s contribution-money or assessment to* 
tbe rebels, was L.486, ISs. 

On the 80th of October following, the king^s birth* 
day was celebrated in a priva^ manner, at six o'^clock 
in the evening, and the glaring appendages of bon^ 
fires and illuminations were dispensed with, as the re- 
bels Ii&d still possession of the country. 



On the 15th April, 1746, the duk* of Cuinbeiu 
lafid'S birth-ddy vtbcs publicly solemnized ; lind, on the 
26th, an address was voted to his mftjesty, to be pre* 
senled by the diAe of Argyle, on the defeat of the re- 
bels. 

' For some months, however, the government con- 
tinued iv an agitated state ; and the followkig letter 
Was transmitted to the magistrates : 

(" On his Maje6t/*s service.) 

^^ To the honourable ilie Provost and Magiittates of 
Dunbar. 

" JEdinburgh, Tlth July^ 1746. 
"Sirs, — -I send you this by express to acquaint you, 
that by the intelligence that I have from the north, 
the Pretender's son has leA; the West Highlands, 
^nd fled towards the east coast, in hopes, no doubt, 
of making his escape that way. Whether he will at- 
tempt to get away upon the north-east coast, or if he 
will endeavour to get into England, or what other 
eourse he will take, time alone will discover. But it 
is our duty, and that of every faithful subject, to 
guard all the avenues as far as is in our power, 
which makes me give you this early notice ; and to 
desire, that you would please take the proper mea- 
sures in your neighbourhood. I am, Sirs, your most 

obedient humble servant, 

** Atjd. Flktcheb."* 

On an application to General Husk, on the 31st 
Match, 1747, he directed David Lyon, stare-keeper 

• IiOrd FroTost«f EdiiilMirgH* 

o3 
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in the cafitle of Edinburgh, to deliver 100 muskets 
and bayonets to the town of Dunbar, for those that 
they had lost in the late BebelUon* 

The lieges of Dunbar now enjoyed a tolerable re- 
pose from alarm till the beginning of the Americao^ 
war, when the success of (he enemy^s privateers on the 
west coast o£ Scotland,, roused their attention ; and the- 
couneil having recommended to the armourer to make 
up a state of what arms were lodged in the council* 
house, Df Hamilton,, one of a commutee,* reported 
on the 8th May, 1778, that 100 stand of arms, as 
fopmecly mentioned,, had been, delivered to die trea^ 
surer from Edinburgh ; but, tliat the same year,, the 
Crreenland Company had borrowed sixty stand for 
the use of tlieir ships; thirty stand of winch stilt re- 
mained in their possession. Matters thus remainecT 
till May 1779.,, at which time the country dreading 
an invasioa from the combined fleets of France and 
Spain,, the council of Dunbar,, for the purpose of 
strengthening the hands of government, offered a 
bounty of three guineas for each able-bodied seaman^ 
and two guineas for every orduiary seaman. 

In the month of September the same year, a noted 
marine adventurer made his appearance off'the coast^ 
in the person of John Paul Jones, a native of Selkirk, 
but now a commander in the French service. His 
purpose was to burn the shrppfng in the harbour of 
Leith« He appeared off Dunbar on the SOth, with 

* Th«' committee consisted of Dr James Hamilton, Messrs Grive 
Wilson, Robert Melville, Alexander Brown, Charles Lodmer, anilk 
Robert ICacklish.— Council Eecm 



fiVe sbrpsy anrf lay in the ofSng for some days, as if 
waiting for the rest of his sqtiadron coming up. An* 
English vessel, (afterwards one ef tfie Dunbar Green- 
land-men, under the name of the Ro<kiey,)t coming 
down the Forth iw ballast, ran into the port for safe- 
ty, or rather went ashore at the Lammer-haven, at 
the mouth of the harbour, being ebb->tide. One oF 
the enemy^s gun-brigg, which seemed to have beeiv 
watching her motions, had given chase to a sloop go^ 
ing southward ; bu^, by a signal from' the fleet, she 
was recalled, althougli not in time to intercept the- 
English vessel, which consequently escaped. Jones* 
did not fire a single slK>t into the town ; but the brig* 
that gave ehase to the above vessel came so near, that^ 
by means of perspective glasses, the seamen were dis- 
tinctly observed at the maio-chains heaving the lead*. 
While Jones lay oflT Dunbar, which might be for 
five or six days, the magistrates applied to the com- 
mander-in-chief for troops to defend the place, in case 
of a landing being attempted' by the enemy7 A regi- 
ment of dragoons was sent from Edinburgh,, while most 
of the inhabitants assembled by tuck of drum^ and en- 
rolled themselves as volunteers under Dr Hamiltotiy 
&c. ; and such as were inclined were to retain their arms^ 
and form themselves into a corps. Four or five gqnS) 
belonging to the Greenland ships, were planted on 
the Eirkhill, wherfr embrasures were dug, and a bat« 
tery formed in the course of an afternoon ; a' twelve^ 
pounder was placed on the rounde! of the pier, and 
other two pieces of ordnance stood like thunder- 
tongued sentineb at the entrance from the sands U> 
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the harbour, while watciitnen were" stationed on the 
church steeple and at Knocking Hftir ; and the dra- 
goons occasionatiy paraded themselves in a line on the 
heights, in all the *^ ponip and circumstance of war -^ 
but happily the services of neither were required. On 
tills occasioQ|. the Greenland Company shewed their 
Kberality by contributing part of the expenses in- 
curred in fortifying the place. 

The squadron having stood up the frith of Fortb^ 
were seen nearly opposite Leith, when a violent 
south-west wind arising, (aided, as was said, by the 
prayers of a godly minister of Ktrkaldy,) happily 
drove them back again, and separated their ships. 
Jones seemed anxious to take shelter under the lee- 
ward of the Bass ; but the gale increasing, he left 
the coast, and pfoceeding southward, he encoun- 
tered hb maje8ty''s ships the Serapis and Countess of 
Scarborough, near Flamborough-head, which he cap« 
tured after a desperate engagement. The king^s- 
ships had the Baltic fieet in convoy, which luckily 
escaped during the conflict The enemy carried their 
prizes to France, having no less than 300 prison- 
ers, which had been taken during their cruise in the 
Borth seas. For Utese exploits the king of France re-* 
warded Jones with the military oi^der of merit, and 
a gold-hilted sword.* 

^ The father of Paul Jones wm garden^ to Lord Selkirk at Sr 
Mm'Jt's bilt. The son b^an his public career as master of a trad* 
^g vessel belonging to Kirkcudbright ; and, on his return to that 
port> he was imprisoned on the charge of murdering his carpenter ; 
but was acquitted after being used with uncommon severity. From 
ibence he went to the United States, and latterly int« ^q FrcndL 
service. 



CAPTAIN FAL£, IBS 

On die 2Sd of May, 1781, About 11 o'doek, a. u. 
Captain Fall, another but less noted maritime adven* 
tuiTer, gave chase to a Gravesend fishing-smack near 
St Abb^s Head) wltich made for the port of Dunbar. 
It being ebb-tide, slie was under the necessity of cast*^ 
xng anchor at the Lammei-island, immediately at the 
mouth of the harbour. At the same time, a smalt 
privateer, belonging to the burgh, which lay in Dun-^ 
bar bay, having that morning arrived from a cruise, 
felt ahuwed, and, notwithstanding the bravado^ 
conveyed by the usual motto attached to her Aame,. 
f< the Thistle,^ sought refuge in her mother'^s la]^ 
astern of the stnack. This brave little vessel liad 
been fitted out by the voluntary subscription of th& 
town and neighbourhood, for the purpose of pick*> 
ing up any small craft belonging to tfae enemy. 
Under the oommand of Captiun Hare, she per- 
formed a voyage to the Lee ward. Islands, and made 
the unliappy mistake of capturing a amall Prussian> 
vessel, which, as that power was at peace with the^ 
country, she had the mortification, which must 
have been hurtful to the feelings of her veterans, to 
restore ! She performed no other feat ; but nought 
protedtoa Where she had a right to expect it, after 
the appearance of Captain Fall had thrown a damp 
over her naval ardour. To return from our digres- 
sioiH— Captain Fatl had his boat in. the tackles^ appa- 
rently for the purpose of launching to cut out these 
vessels, when the bust-le on slK}re seemed to make 
him change bis opinion. The inhabitants, among 
w(bam there were some choice ^spirits,, iiad not beea 
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idle. Three twelve-pounder caronnades^ belongmg 
to the Greenland Company, had been brought fronr 
their storehouse to tlie Lamtner-island, the same 
spot on whidi the battery was afterwards built. Pro- 
vost Robert Fall collected every sack of flour depo* 
sited in his granaries* for the purpose of forming em- 
brasures for the protection of the gunners; To con«» 
vey these* every vehicle was put in requisiHon ; some, 
were carried in carts and barrows, while others were 
dragged by the people ; and even women and child-* 
ren flocked in multitudes to the island, anxious, 
like the pen*and*ink warriors at Prestonpans, to be- 
hold the result. These three guns, being the most 
important, were chiefly manned by sailors, under the 
direction of George Spiers, a carpenter, who bad 
s^ved in the Royal Navy. 

Another- party, chiefly Ikndismen, dl*agged^two imie-< 
pounders, that were found in Tyne sands, and had 
belonged to the ill-fated Fox man-of-war, but which> 
had been ** left alone in their glory** without car- 
riages, to an eminence on the castle. These guns 
were under the direction of bailies Simpson and Prin-^ 
gte. A shrewd bj'-stander observing, that they went' 
to fight in a more barbarous manner than pivatesi 
having no colours, one of the bailies sent for an en-- 
sign belonging to the Princess- of Wales Greenland- 
man, which was immediieitely hoisted on that eminence 
where Scotland*!^ standard flamed of yore. 

Provost Fall having ordered away all ttseless hands- 
from the island above mentioned, prepared for action. 
iThe veteran,. Spiers^ was not long in sending, a well- 



directed shot under the enemy^s bow; the second 
-shot told still better, going betwixt the mast and the 
foresheet ; and the ihird was observed to drop into 
the ocean, right astern. The party on the castle did 
not succeed so wall. Hitving no sliot }arge enough 
for the calibre of their pieces, they put in four or 
"five six pound shot into one gun ; the consequence 
was, that the powder hanging loosely about the balls, 
had iittle effect, and they were scattered like ponde- 
rous lead-drops at the "back of the Island, to the no 
small consternation of the brave party stationed there. 
T-he first shot of Captain fall, fell into Provost Fall's 
garden, which was situated at the back of his house, 
now the front of the present mansion of the earl of 
Liauderdale. Striking the ground, it covered a per- 
son working there wilb gravel ; the second shot 
struck a log of Memel timber lying at the road lead- 
ins: to the castle; and the third and last shot fell at 
tlie Laramer-haven. The weH-directed shots sent from 
the shore had their flae effect, and the enemy, after 
remaining an hour and a-haif off the town, and within 
half a mile of the shore, sheered off. He proceeded 
to the Isle of May, about fifteen miles distant, and 
carried off all its sheep. A party of volunteers had, 
in the meantime, provided themselves with muskets, 
and proceeding to the end of the pier, fired a volley 
by way of biding him good-bye. 
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CHAPTER XIV^ 



To bone! Mhorstl tliestandftrd filet. 

The bii^Ici sound the call ; 
'*I1m GaUIc navf stems the seu. 
The voice of bAttle^'a on the bnese» 

Arouw ye, one and aU I 



SIR W, SCOTT. 



Tlie Volunteer's, — The Camp, — 77ie Barracks. 

It was now found necessary to do something to 
put tiie burgh into a state of defence against the vi- 
sit of privateere. On tlie Sgd June^j 1781je the ma- 
gistrates and council met for this purpose; and the 
plan of a fortress drawn by Mr Fraaer, engineer, was 
adopted, and the present battery was erected oa the 
Lammer-island.* The battery npunted sixteen guns, 
of different calTbre, the largest two were long eighteen* 
pounders. The last public occasion on which they 
were fired, was on the lamented death of the Priocess 
Charlotte ; the government guns were afterwards re- 
moved to Edinburgh on the genera] peace. 

After the alarm created by this vessel, in the fui« 
lowing year, 16th July 1782, the South Fencibles, 
commanded by the duke of fiuccleuch, left Edin- 
burgh castle, and entered into encampment fbr a 
short time on the East Links of West Bams. This 
regiment was 1000 strong; and besides it, there was 

* Afterwards no merchant was allowed to hare more than four 
pounds of gunpowder in his possession ; the rest to be deposited ia 
the fort. 
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a' park of artillery, under Captain Dick«bn'y fbrmed in 
the field west of that occupied by the infantry. On 
Wednesday, September 18th, the soldiers were re- 
viewed by General Mackay, along with his own re- 
glment, the 2]8t, which was in quarters at Dunban 
At this time the arrival of the Baltic fleet, which con* 
sisted of about forty sail, was anxiously looked for, 
and on their appearance off Dunbar on the SOtb, an 
express was immediately sent to Edinburgh with the 
happy intelligence. They came under convoy to 
Shields. On the 11th of October the camp was rais- 
ed, and the South Feneibles went into winter quar« 
ters at Linlithgow, the artillery being removed to the 
castle of Edinburgh* 

In 1783, there was another encampment at West 
Sams ; consisting of the Essex Liglit Dragoons and 
a regiment of Black Horse. 

Long after the rebellion was subdued, theve was a 
secret grudge betwixt the Saxon and the Gael; the 
former felt the superiority of united numbers, and 
the latter the pangs of wounded pride in the fallen 
fortunes of his prince : hence a Highland and Eng- 
lish regiment seldom came in contact without a scui^ 
fie. On one occasion, in consequence of a part of a 
highland regiment and a body of dragoons coming 
into billet-quarters at Dunbar^ a serious affray took 
place, in which several of the men were wounded;, 
and the consequences might have been still more se- 
rious, had the highlanders not been withdrawn from 
the town by their officers. 

The era of the French revolution^ however, in 
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time buried the animosities of both nations in their 
effbrts against th^ ooininon enemy. The success ot 
the republican arms in Gerinany, and the uncompro*^ 
mising attitude which Great Britain assumed, madir 
k necessairy that individuals should associate together 
and arm in .their own defence. Accordingly, a corps 
of volunteers was raised in 1793, by Major George 
Hay. They were called the " Dunbar Defensive 
» Company ;^ were furnished with arms and accoutre- 
ments by government ; drilled twice a*week ; and re- 
eeived Ss. weekly of pay. The corps consisted of one 
eompnny of 73 men, which was afterwards augment^ 
ed to 100. On the appointment of Major Hay to a* 
militia regiment, the command devolved on Christo- 
pher Middlemass, Esq., as the next senior . officer. 
At the same time, a' gentleman-company was enroll- 
ed, who furnished themselves with clothing, and 
served without pay. As a mark of distinction, they 
were placed oil the right of the corps.*' 
' The East Lothian Yeomanry Cavailry was enrolled 
in 1797, under the; command of Sir James Gardiner 
Baird, Bart. It consisted of three troops, averaging 
SO men each. The fourth, or Dunbar it&op^ was raised 
by Mr Hpy of Spott, in 1808,'at)d was 75 men strong.-f* 

» 

' * This regiment was disembodied in April 1802. 

' The gentleman-company wore blue coats with red collars, white 
vests, white breeches and stockings, with short black gsitets.' The other 
companies had blue coats with red fadngs : and blue striped trow- 
s^rs, whi^l^ were afterw^ds changed tb tight paiitalo(>nS} and imind 
hats with cockades. 

f The yeomanry are now disembodied, with the exception of the 
Dunbar troop, which serves under Mr Hunter ofThurstoh with- 
out pay, * 
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, Every piNecaution ^«$ ni^w \i8ed to gMlitd Kgftiiist 
invasion) pr pf beiiig surprised by thj$ enepfiy. Tele* 
graphs ^nd.sigqal-s^tioqs were erected o^ the height* 
pf St Abb's aiid Blaokcf^tle, which, cooimunicated 
with Punbar battery, Npr^li-Berwick Law, and Gar- 
letpn-hill, and thi^ con^manded the whole extent of 
.the coast and inland country all the way to Edin^ 
burgh* , Th^ first ^ncatnpiQent during the revoluf 
tionary war was formed at^West Barn^ i.p 1796. 1% 
was composed of the Scots brigade in two battalions^ 
{afterwards; the 94th foot,) under the command of 
General Francis; Pundaf^y and the 4th regiment of 
dragoon^i These wei»e re)icyed on the same ground^ 
when the Scots brigade en)barked^t:Dunbar» by Fcnt 
cible cavalry ; viz. the Dumbarton, Lanark and th^ 
pumfriesy: Di^ring the interval between, this period 
find the peace of AjiiieQs, the Dutch and French 
fleets were destroy^ b^. Duncan and Netiton,. and th^ 
poise of inva^Pi^ gradually died away ;. but after the 
^uptur^ of 1803» nothing but Na|)oleon.and hifl 
Jiridgc^ of, bp^ts w^re dreamt OT spoken 9f{ and the 
greatest military forcjs ever assembled ou these shorei 
in. these latter days was now encamped at West Barni 
^inks under the vig^Iapt command of Gfineral ,Sii; 
George Don. The regin^nts Qoni^ste^ pf the Lan^rkr 
fhire, Perthshire,, and Fife ^liliti^; the, Galloway as 
gunners ; and;a few dragponsto dp the general's duty^ 
The volunteQfs were reinobodi^d. iu the. mpn^h of 
Jmpp, in ii^nypre effective mimnert by M^^f Middle- 
mass, under the name of the: << Duobar Loyal Yoluq^ 
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teers.^ The battalion consisted of four companies of 
eighty men each, rank and file, which, for the conve- 
niency of field movements, were subdivided into 
eight companies of forty men each, including a gre« 
nadier and light company. They had muskets, 
havresacks and canteens ; and were allowed the 
common rate by government for clothing, which be- 
ing of a finer fabric than that used by the regular 
army, the difference was defrayed at their own ex- 
pense. Their clothing was scarlet, faced with green, 
and white lace; with white breeches and long gaiters. 
The corps drilled twice a-week, on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays ; and, as they had a good band of music, 
they drew forth on all occasions plenty of the young 
and the gay as spectators. In short, the smart ap- 
pearanee of this tittle battalion, with its music, and 
its spirited manceuvres, gave it considerably the lead 
of all the neighbouring volunteer corps. 
' The determined principle which the country had 
adopted in prosecuting the war against the <* modem 
Cromwell,'*^ rendered it necessary that more substan^ 
tial cantonments should be found for the soldiery than 
the tented field ; accordingly, barracks were erected 
at Dunbar and Haddington, in the autumn of 1803^ 
with wonderful celerity. At Dunbar they were be- 
gun ere the crop was oft* their site, and were occupied 
by the 1st of November. The infantry and artillery 
barracks were situated on the Heugh Heads, a high 
ground overlooking the sea, west from the castle park.- 
The huts were capable of containing 1200 infantry^ 
and 300 artillery. The cavalry barracks were situ* 
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ated in the park betwixt the Gallowgreen and BeU 
haven, and were capable of containing 300 nien.^ 
The first regiments that occupied the barracks wero 
the Ayrshire and Lauarksliire militias, and a light 
brigade of artillery. 

In regard to the barracks, one thing is worthy o( 
remark, that a more healthy situation, iudepe^ndentiyr 
of other circumstances, could not have been chQsen. Ai 
regiment has been known to march into the barracks 
with 170 in the sick-report, which*, in a short tjmf,{ 
was reduced to ^ix ; and, in one instance^ a regiment^ 
o^ 1360 men had npt one man in the hospital. Ifi. 
was a general complaint all oyer Britain, that th^ 
hospitals could not contain the sick ; L^ut.ajt Dunbar*) - 
t^be hospital, though only constructed for one*haiti 
of the regulated number, wQuld have ^ns^ered th^j 
purpose had it been one«fourth ^f tl^ .^2;e» ..t 

. Dunbar was now pretty yreU prep^r^ to m^t thei 
thre^t^ned invasion ; an(l a.ounreyi^Llaqt officer thfid 
General Don coiild not have been appointed. H&. 

■ ', • ■ . ■ . *. . . - 

* The litfm^try Barracks iCODsiste^ of .J 04 hu\»^ vis. 9 iitefSr^ 
rooms, wit^i kitchen, cellars, &c.; 8 field-oflScers' rooms, 42 for officers, 
45 for soldiers, 25 for servants ; and 2 for staff-sergeants. Betides 
stafcAes for 40 horses ; an haspital^ store- hoasesj guard-houses, ice, ' 
.The drtiilerjf Burraokf consisttd of 34 huts $> Yii, • 1 mesi*r<>om, • 
2 field-officer^^ rooms, -12 for oji^erst 12 fior sol4ier9,- 7 for «ervitaQf9 1 
besides stables for 140 horses : gun-shedj smithsVfarriersV wheelers V ; 
and saddlers' shops^ guard-house, stores, &c. 

The Cavalryi Barracks consisted of 44 huts ; viz. 1 mess-room; 
4 'field-officers* -ro^nis, 16 'for offlcerB, 4^ for quarter ^masters, 4'for • 
sergmi^ \% ii^'%p\^m% ; bestd^i ^tybiesisr SSO hoxfevha7-«sheda^ 
granaries> ^uard-house, store-rooms, &c. .... 
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had already been sererely wounded in actual service ; 
and he both knew the care and oircumspection neces- 
iary for the important post which he fitted. On the 19th 
November, 180S, he issued instructions for the regu- 
lationof the yeomanry and volunteer infantry of the 
couoty of Haddington, in the event of being called 
into service, which will be found in the Note at the 
end of this chapter. 

Creiteral Don seems to have taken a great interest in 
the volunteers ; and, accordingly, on the S9th of the 
same month, he entered into a correspondence vnih 
Major Middlemass respecting their equipment, in car- 
der that they might feel as comfortable as possible when 
' on d u>ty . The articles recommended were, great-coa^ 
knapsaeks, havresacks, canteens, and camp>kettles. To 
carry this into efl^t, the town of Dimbar contributed 
fifty guineas, Genera) Don thirty guineas, and each 
man 40s. It was considered, that a sum not less than 
iP.600, would be required for this purpose. It was 
sdso the wish of Lord Moira that each man shoufd 
carry sixty roundj of ball-cartridges. The boxes^ 
however, were only en)arged to carry forty. 

On the evening of the 2nd February, 1804, a cir* 
cumstance occurred, which at least placed the zeal of 
the yeomanry and volunteei corps beyond a doubt. 
The person who kept watch at Hounamlaw in Rox- 
burghshire, mistook some accidental light which arose 
at a ftome^heating, situated in a conspicuous spot 
in the neighbourhood of Dunse, for the beacon of 
Dunse^w, and she in her turn lighted up, when she 
beheld the former in a blaze ; ory according to another 
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version, in a note to the Antiquary, it was the person 
stationed at Home Castle, who was deceived by some 
accidental fire in Northumberland ; consequently the 
signal was immediately repeated through all the val- 
leys on the English border. Luckily the watch sta-- 
tioned at St Abb^s Head considered, that had there 
been a descent on the eastern sea-coast, the alarm 
must have come from that quarter, and did not fire 
bis beacon ; otherwise the alarm would have blazed 
from Blackcastle to Garleton, and alarmed the whole 
of the north of Scotland. 

In Berwickshire, Roxburghshire, and Selkirkshire, 
the volunteers got under arms with wonderful rapidi-' 
ty ; and next morning, the inhabitants of Dunbar 
were surprised by the arrival of the Berwickshire 
yeomanry at an early hour; some of whom were no 
doubt chagrined at the hoax, while others were agree- ' 
ably disappointed. The same day the Dunse volun-^ 
teers came to Haddington, being their appointed 
place of rendezvous in the event of an invasion, and 
the Selkirkshire yeomanry, notwithstanding their re- 
mote distance from the ataroNpost, reached Dalkeith 
by one o'clock. 

On the 7th May, 1804, the Haddington volun- 
teers, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Hay Mac-' 
kenzie, went on permanent duty into the North Bar- 
racks of Dunbar for fourteen days ; and on the 19th,. 
the whole of the military stationed in the neighbour- 
hood of Dunbar, including the garrison of Hadding- 
ton, were reviewed on Westbarns Links, by the Earf ' 
of. Moira, then commander4a-chief of the forces m 
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ScotlaQd. The rcigimcnts reviewed, were the first 
and second battalions of the ISth or Royal Irish ; the 
Perthshire and Galloway militia, the latter as gunners ;. 
and a brigade- of the Royal Artillery ; also a brigade 
of Tolunteer infantry ; viz. the Dunbar, Haddingtpp, 
North Berwick, Dunse, Eyemouth, and Coldingham 
regiments; and the Berwickshire and East Lothian 
yeomanry ^ the whole anK>unting at least to 5000 mea». 

This military parade continued but a . few years.. 
Napoleon got so much embroiled with the continen-. 
tal powers, that our brave countrymen, in juQction^ 
with their allies, met the enemy in other lands, and 
on other shores, and the alarm of an invasion ceased. - 

In 1808, the Haddingtonshire Local Militia was 
embodied under the command of Lord Sinclair^ 
and the volunteer regiments of the county transfer-* 
red their services to that corps. The regular milita- 
ry force was concentrated at Haddington under Bri- 
gadier-general John Hope. This place, from its si-. 
Uiation between the capital and the coast, was the 

• • • * 

most centrical for any accidental movements ; hence 
the garrison of Dunbar, now consisted only of the . 
91th regiment, of 676 men, while that of Hadding-^ 
ton, which was composed of eavalry, infantry, and ax- 
tillery, amounted to 2000, In a few years more, a 
revolution in human affairs took place, as remarkable 
as that which gave it birth. This was the abdica-^ 
tion of Bonaparte and the general peace of Paris. 
After this event, the barracks, which had arisen with : 
the celerity of magic, to live the brief space of eleven 
years, were disposed of by public auction, and tptally 
removed in November 181 4* 
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In conclusion, we may notice, that on King George 
I V.'s visit to Scotland in August 182S,thewsquadron at- 
tending his majesty appeared off St Abb\ Head, about 
nine oVlock on the morning of Wednesday the 14th. 
On passing Dunbar, a salute was fired from the battery, 
and from some pieces of cannon placed on Doonhill by 
IVlr Hay, and where a bonfire wag lighted in the even- 
ing. Several persons went ofi^ in boats, and had an 
opportunity of seeing the king, who bowed with hiiS 
usual afiability to the spectators. 

At a meeting of the magistrates and council, held 
on the Friday preceding, a dutiful and loyal address, 
was voted; and it was agreed that the town should 
be illuminated, which took place on the Thursday af- 
ter the king^s arrival. 

: Qn Monday the 19.tby the Berwickshire yeoman*** 
ry went into quarters at Musselburgh; and next 
day the East Lothian yeomanry assembled at Had- 
dington. , Both regiments, with the r^st of the mi|i* 
tary, were reviewed by his majesty, |it Portobello 
Sands, on Friday the SSrd. 

- The king^s departure from Scotland wartmnounc-- 
ed about seven o'clock on the evening of the 29th, by 
some guns placed on the Bass. A bonfire was im-r. 
inediately lighted at Dunbar j^^r«head, and a salute: 
fired from the battery, which was echoed by the gun& 
placed oh Dbohhill ; but the wetness and darkness of 
the night precluded any view of the s(][uadron, save 
the glimpse of a solitary light at one of their mast 

..*. '* ... , 
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NOTE TO CHAPTER XTV. 



" INSTRUCTXOWS FOR TBI COftlS OP YXOlf AKET CAVALRY, AND UtOfy 
MEKT8 AVO COftrS OP VOLUNTKBE IVPAMTHY IN THE COUMTT OF 
UAODlNCnOM.* 

- *' On Um signals being made for an enemy's fleet being ott the 
OMst, or that a descent has been effected in the north of England 
or in Scotland, or tliat positive intelligence is received to tha$ 
effect, the corps of yeomanry and infantry will instantly assemble 
at their respective alarm •posts, where each horseman is to be pro- 
vided with a cloak, great-coat, or blanket; and with two days* 
provisions for himself^ and two days* corn lor his horse ; and wherb 
fls many ball cartridges and flints are tQ be issued to the infanfery^ 
as each man can carry, (60 rounds if possible,) and where eac^ 
soldier of infantry is to be provided with ^wo days* provisions, (to 
be carried in a havresack or knapsack,) and with a great-coat or 
bUnkec, to be rolled up and slung over his shoulder. Such of the 
iB&niry.ms have not yet been armed with firriocks, or plkea, must 
he provided with pitchforksy or any other wen^oa which c»n ^ j^ro^ 
cured for them. 

" East I^hian Corpt <f Yeomanry Cavahy. — The flret, second^ 
tmd third troops of this corps, will, on an alarm, assemble at Had- 
dington, and join and act with the brigade stationed at that town'; 
and should the bri^de h^vc' marched from it, these troops wilt foU 
low the of^mn and endeavour to join it as soon as possible. Tb^ 
fourth troop of this corps will assemble at Dunbar, and join and act 
i^idi the brigade stationed at that town'; and should the column hav« 
marched ll^om thence, the troQp will follow and join it as soon as 
possible. 

" Dunbar Beigimeni of Volunteer /n/hniry.-— This tegtmeni will^ 
on an alarm, assemble at Dunbar, and immediately join and act with 
the brigade at that town. 

* The author is indebted to Hugh Fraser, Esq. Haddi]igt09|.fof 
this do^ument^ as well as for other information. 
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' " yorih BerwicJc Corpi of Volunteers. — On an alarm, this corps 
Will immediately assemble at North 'Berwick, and join and act with 
any troops that may be stationed at that town. 

** Should the enemy land to the eastward of Dunbar, this corps 
will march from North Berwick, and proceed by Whitekirk and 
Tyningham Bridge to Dunbar, where the Commanding O0icerwill 
inform himself of the march of the brigade from that town, and fol- 
low the direction ofthe column, and endeavour to join It as speedily 
as possible. 

** Should the enemy land at Tyningham Sands, this corps will 
inarch from North Berwick, and proceed to and occupy the strong 
position of Lawhead. 

" Should the enemy attempt to land at Peifer Sands, this corps 
will march from North Berwick, and proceed to and occupy the 
strong position on Whitekirk heights ; and, if in time, will oppose 
the landing ofthe enemy at the said sands^ taking care to secure a 
retreat to the above-mentioned heights* 

** Should the enemy attempt to land at Dirleton Bay, tbis corps 
will march from North Berwick, and proceed to and occupy the 
high ground and woods to the westward of Arcberfield ; and, if in 
time, will oppose the landing of the enemy in the above bay, taking 
care to secura a retreat to the heights at Fenton-tower. 

** Should the enemy attempt to land .at Gulane or Aberlady bays, 
this corps will march from North Berwick^ and proceed to and oc- 
cupy the strong position at Gulane heights; and, if in time, will op- 
pose the landing of the enemy in these bays, taking care to secure a 
retreat to Killduff-faill, and afterwards to the strong position at Gar- 
leton-hills* 

" Should the enemy land between Aberlady Bay and Prestonpans, 
this corps will march from North Berwick, and proceed along the 
coast and act upon the left flank of the enemy, taking care to secure 
a retreat to Garleton-hills. 

** Should the enemy land at Musselburgh, or to the westward of 
that town, this corps will march from North Berwick, and will proceed 
along the coast, and endeavour to join the brigade at Musselburgh, 
under the command of Major.general Sir James St Clair Erskine. 

** On the taking up of any of the foregoing positions, the com- 
.znanding officer of this corps will send forward a guide on horse- 
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back, (who must be preriously secured at. North Berwick) to Major- 
general Sir James St Clair Erskine or myself, according to the line 
of march the corps may have moved on, and to report its situation, 
and receive further orders. 

** In the above movements and operations, this corps will act as 
a light corps : and when opposing the enemy, will take extended 
order behind hedges and walls, and in ditches or in woods, and en- 
deavour as much as possible to conceal its force* 

** On the march of this corps from North Berwick to any of the 
above-mentioned positions, the corps will kill all the live slock which 
may not be driven from the coast or employed on the public service, 
particularly horses. 

" Haddington Regiment of Valvnteer Infantry' — This regiment 
will assemble at Fladdington, and join and act with the brigade sta- 
tioned there. Should the brigade have marched from thence, the re* 
giment will follow the column, and endeavour to join it as speedily 
as possible. 

<< Given at West Barns, this 19th day of November, 1803, 

" Geo. Don, Maj.-Gen, 

** The Hon. LietU-'Colonel Hay Mackenide, commanding 
ike Haddington Regiment of Volunteer Infantry,^* 
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I Me nothing now 
That minds me of old timci« cxoqiC the ito&ce 
In the church-yard* 

SOUTHKT. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Monastic Antiquities. — The Collegiate Church. 

The first notice we have of the church of Dunbar, is 
in the Xaxatio of Lothian in 1176, where Ecclesia de 
Dunbar cum capella de Whytingeham, is assessed at 
180 merks; and it was the highest in the deanery, 
Haddington being rated at only ISO merks. The fol- 
lowing places, now in Dunbar presbytery, are thus 
rated in the same taxatio : 

Mercau 
Ecclesia de Haldbamstok^ • « x • . 60 

£cclesia de Innerwyk^ •••••» SO 

Ecclesia de Tyningham^* 40 

Ecclesia de Hanus (Petcoks) • » • 10 

Ecclesia de Aldbam, »••••• 6 

* According lathe Chronicle of Melrose^ Adam^ the 
parson of Dunbar, died in llTQ.f 

* According to Bede, there was a Saxon monastery at Tyningham' 
so early as the sixth century* In' 635, the bishoprick of Lindisfarn 
comprehended the whole of liO^an. 

t On the S6tb April, ] 909» Randulph, sacevdos de Dunbar, ac* 
cepted the cure of Eccles.— C%a/mers' C(d. iL 

2 
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At this period the deanery of Lothian belonged to 
the diocese of St Andrews^ whidi comprehended the 
ivhole pasisbe^ of Hadcfiogtonsbir^ and nearly half 
of the churches of Mid-Lothian. Before lilS^ the 
deanery of Lothian had chained its name to the 
deanery of Haddington; but it still retained its an- 
cient limits unde^ the jarifldidMD of the bishop of St 
Andrews till the era of the Beformation ; and on the 
bishoprick of St Andrews being transferred to Edin- 
burgh by Charies I., the ministers of Dunbar, Had- 
dington, and Tranent, were constituted three of its. 
nineprebeBdariea. 

HONASTERT OF BED FEIAES. 

In 1218, Patrick, sixth earl of Dunbar, founded 
a monastery of Red or Trinity Inars in Dunbar. 
Tbtse friars were also called Matharines, from » 
bouse which they had in Paris, dedicated to St Ma- 
tharine ; also, " De redemptione captivorum,^ as their 
office was partly to redeem Christian slaves from Turk- 
ish bondage. Th^ wefe first established by St John 
of Malta and Felix de VaTois, the latter of whom 
was an anchorite at Cerfrcud, about three miles from 
Grandalu. By a bull of Pope IniK)cent HI. in 1209> 
it appears ihey had six mottasteffies in Seotland. Tb^ir 
houses were called hospitals 9k ttiiii&stvies i and a third 
of their substance or rents was appropriated for the 
redemption of slaves, as abpve mentioned. Thetrha- 
bit was white, with a red and blue cross upon their 
sdipnhnr or bhoit ebak.* 

• Keith's Catalogue, 242. 
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' It appears from the researches of General Hutton, 
Tvho has thrown much light on the monastic history 
of Scotland, that this house was suppressed previous 
to the Ilefbrmation. In the inventory of the late 
duke of Queensberry's papers, is the following ex- 
tract : ^^ Gift by K. James V., under the Great Seal, 
to the Holy Cross Church at Peebles, of a house in 
Punbar, built bj Christian Bruce, countess of Dun- 
bar, and given by her to the brethren of the order of 
the Holy Trinity, formerly at Dunbar, then translat- 
ed to Peebles, dated 5th July 1529.""* 

The lands belonging to the Trinity friars were ac- 
qu'ured by George Hume of Friarslands, ancestor to 
Hume of Furde.f 

This monastery is supposed to have stood in the 
field, called the Friar's Croft. Part of the belfry still 
remains, which is converted into a pigeon-house, and 
the ground where it stands has obtained the more ru- 
ral, but less classical appellation of the DoVot Park. 
It is mentioned ia the town charter as being situated 
near the burgli^ 

At the back of the new buildings of Delisle-street^ 
fronting this park, was a pond, (drained within the 
memory of man,) called the Parson's Pool ; and a lit- 
Vle farther west^ at the foot of the gentle eminence of 
Knocking-haer, is a stripe of ground^ called the 
Priqst.fauld Baulk. 

, ♦ Letter from General Hutton, to W. H. Ritdiie, Esq. Danban 
Besides thts letter, the author is indebted to the latter gentloaan 
fbr many ether valuable papers^ 
. I K^tb'a GaW 
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A wynd or passage, leading to the Friary, by betwixt 
the site of the New Irni and the present msinsie. An 
old house situated at the head of this Wyftd, fronteii 
the high-street, and contained a niche in the wall, once 
the sentinel station of the blessed virgin. The ntarftv 
of a gateway may also be distinguished at the foot of 
ihe rainister*8 garden, on the fefk of which is the re- 
mains of an alms-house, about the size of a watch-box. 
This was probably either the place, styled in attciettt 
charters, " the Blessed Lady's Wyndy'^or led to it. 
Indeed, all the lands lying westward fromthechtnrds 
bounded by the Common^ and extentfing at far as 
the West-port road, were holy groutkF, arid Areifcsig- 
nated ** the Blessed Virgin's land^"* •* St Joba the 
Baptist^s Iand,*^8z:c. 

MONAtmtT OP CAHHSLITIS* 

In 1263, Patrick, seventh earl of Duufear, (the 
same year in which he was sererely ^fmoikiie^, while 
leading on his division against the Danes ai6d Not^ 
wegians at Largs,) founded a monastery for Carmen 
lites, or White Friars, dt Dunbar. 

These personages Were the third order of begging 
friars ; and derived their name from Moutrt Catm^ 
in Syria. They eame t6 Scothind during the reijga 
of AlexandeV III.^ and had nine tonvMta. They 
were called White Friars from tlie celetir of their 
mitcrga^ments^ 

No testiges remain to mark wbere the CarmeFitea^ 
Friary stood. In ] 766, when diggiia^ a found for tli« 
reservoir^, some Roman medab were diseevered^ with 
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the inscription *< Judea Captiva." It was conjectur- 
ed at the time^ that this was the fouadvtion of a re- 
li^da house;, probdbfy the reffiM&frof the Carmelite 
friary. 

MAZSON jm i>i£tr. 

About 17S8). the reRtaina of a religious house, vul- 
garly calted ** the Maiden Dew^'' were dcared away, 
to make room Tdt the old BowUng-gveen^ which was 
situated at the head of the bighNStreet. Keith does 
not notice this hospital in lus catalogue; huttheanti- 
qnariMi aeai of GeHenil Hiittoa bas plf^ed its exist- 
ence beyond ckmbt* ^ 

Tbrs gefttlemoo, after raasaekifig. the British Mu- 
sieitm for isfortnatioA respecting our monastic' esta- 
bKsfaifie»ts^- discofeced a paper among the Harleiaa 
MS8;, entitled i U An. Act aneot the C^ege Kirk of 
Dtttibav,"^ wheeeia a Maiasm DkuyOi^ hospital^ is dis- 
timtly notion).. 

Tbe giDoad iomi^ald^y adjcHaiog was purchased 
fyMk Locd fidhavefl^ a«d is desig^ted the lands of 
Maisoa Dieu in the tide^Kkeds. 

These hoqaiosla were eiiected either for receivti^ 
strangers or for maintaining poor people. 

In ISIS, some copper coins w«re fo«iid in the 
jBowling-green, marked ** C. II. R.'*and our the re»- 
y^rse a thistle^ with a Scottish motto, which appear 
to^McMsg t» the liflK Qf Cbarles IL 
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THE COLLE&IATE CH0RCU. 

Collegiate cburcties were unknown in Scotland, tilf 
the reign of David II. The first establishment of 
this kind, (according to Chalmers,) was fcMinded in 
Dunbar in 1842, by Patrick, tenth earl of Dunbar 
and March, who converted the parochial church into 
a collegiate form. It was confirmed by William, bi*^^ 
shop of St Andrews, and was the first establishment 
of that kind known in Scotland.* 

The constitution of the collegiate church was vest^ 
ed in a dean, an- archpnest, and eighteen canons. 
For their support were assigned, together with its- 
own revenues, the incomes of the chapels of Whit* 
tingham, Spot, Stenton, Pensfaiel (in LanKnermoor,)* 
and Hetherwick. In addition to these, were annexed 
the chapels of Linton in East Lothian, and Dunse 
and Chirnside in Berwickshire, while the founder re^ 
served to himself and his heirs the patronage of the. 
whole. By a new regulation in 1492, the chapels of 
Bunbar, Pinkerton,:|* Spot, Belton, Peteokis, Linton^ 
Dunse and Chirnside, were appointed as prebends t(^ 
the collegiate church ; and, with the exception of Pin- 

' * Spotswood says* that the college of Dunbar was founded bf 
George earl of March. He succeeded his father In 1369. These 
colleges were erected for secular priests, and amply endowed witll 
revenues. The chief person was called the provost, and the college 
the provostry. It is possible that £asl Geof;ge nmij tMgnnentB^ 
what his father had established. 

f Master John Fleming was prebendary of Pinkerton on the 20th> 
March, 1478-9. — Pari, Rec» Chalmert Cat, 
The chapel stood at the farm^town of lattle Finkestosu 
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kertoBv wete idl wftdedl churches ; and, in BagiaootV 
Roll, these compoftaiMt psmiM w«ve' tbu$ assessed : 

Becabatas de'CrattbuTy. • .. ti.t3 8 

Aichi^preftbyieniAi * « • • » 6 O Q 

. Jtectoritt de X>u]|iiar» •. • • « .8 O 

FMbeddtf hit d» Piakerton, • . i S 8 
Restojpia de Spot, ••(••568 

Rectona de Beltoun, • • • .4 

Rectoisis de F^tCDkit, • • • • d Id 4 

Rectoria de Linton^ • • • •. 20 O- O 

DBAKI&T or THX MBRIX* 

Rectoria de Dttni, 10 O 

Rectoria de Chirnside, ••••400 

Soon after this arrangement, the chapels of Spot, 
Stenton, and Hetherwick,* were converted into pa- 
rish chcrrches, yet sttil remained dependant ds pre^ 
bends of the college* 

On the forfeiture of the earldom- of Mftreh in 
1434-5^ the patronage of the chuirch fell to tKe crown^ 
BUrltig* the i^ign of James III. it was enjoj^ with 
the earklom of Dunbajr, by the duke of Albany. It 
again reverted to the king, on the forfeiture of his 
traitorous brother in 146S ; and now belongs to the 
duke of Roxburgh, as principal heritor of the parish. 

Tho cfapiareh of Dnnbar ceased to be collegiate at 
the ReformatioD, in 1S60 ; and wlule its monasteries 

* When Hetberwick was made a distinet parish, it was called 
j^eltoun, which is the name of two villageft in the neighbourhood^ 
and of the estate^ At the Reformatioa^ this parish was annexed ta 
Dunbax.-— >CAa/m«r's Ca/« ii* 



190 



RisT(MLT or )>irHBiMt; 



were levelled with the ground, it escaped the rdrages^' 
of religious zeal and popidar fiivy.* 

This church, as before noticed, was anciently the 
richest in the deanery of Lothian. With its subor- 
dinate chapels, it was yalued at 180 merks, a greater 
valuation than any other* church in Scotland could 
bear at the same 'period. At the Reformation, the 
archpriestry of Dtinbarj was'stilted at J?80 ; and the 
following is a tabl^ shefiring how the stipend was pro* 
portioned in 1618.. . . . ^ 

• > 

ouirtAm tTirBVD. ykr dbcrkit- op LocALnxt l<n 8 ; or yxcxuA^ 
6^ cuALbK^ ; 'or'xoNir 350 mbaks. 
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The surplus number of merks, above the 811, would^ 
probably go for communion elements. In 1756, the- 
minister'^s stipend was £98 : 1 : 10; in 1T98, it rose 
to £2^S : 4 : &; and has siiice been considerably aug«^ 
mented. 



* In 159?, the General Assembly appointeid M)r Robert Hepbunt- 
fbr Dunbar, to make a careftil advertisement of all kinds of prac« 
tiees Against religion of all papists, Jesuits^ and resetters of Uienk- 



A cburch, p^rtiy Gothic an^ pardj 'Saxon, it pay 
easily b0 co^c^ived, was U| adapted for a^cprnmoda;* 
tiop ; aod) a^scordipgly, in 1779| the old church un^* 
defwent a thorough repair* It wasr ceiled in the roof, 
pew floored, pa^t <f the long body cut off by a parti-* 
poUt and r^ularly seated. 

Tbi^ venerable fabric had all the appearance «f be-» 
iqg the workmanship of different ages. It was built 
in the fprni of a cross, in^asuring one hundrei^ and 
twenty-three feet in length, while it was only frpm 
twenty to twenty-five feet broad* The transept or 
Qross aisle measuring eighty-three feet 

The west end of the church, beyond the transept^ 
was probably the ancient chapel of Dunbar. Tb^. 
^ntry lay through a Saxon arch„ 

<< Ob ponderous columns^ sXort and low^ 

BulU ere the an W99 knoym^ 
3^ pointed aisle ond shafted staU;^ 
The arcades of an alley'd walk. 

To emulate' in stone :^ 

• * ' ■ 

while the east end of the churchy including the south 
aisle. of the transept^ was a sjpecies of the Norman or 
Gothic style* 

-within iheir hounds ; and all other gross enormities ihat ahall faQ 
out and come to his knowledge. 

In 1594y Alexander, Lord Home, having incurred the suspicion 
of'the Idrkf was summoned before the twelfth session, when it was 
ordained that he should ** hold out of hisl^ottse all papists and tra^*- 
fickers against the true religion; and entertain in his house Mr 
Archibald Oswald, asliis ordinary pastor; and failing of him, soma 
other by the adylce ^ the presbytery of Dvabw.'''^Calderw>od^ 
90S. 
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The case of tlie cXd tower, which wss fiAy fcet fa%h, 
was built in the form of a squase, with four tun^ts 
like watch-towers on the top. In the anaexed -inew 
of the collegiate church, a'sleoder steeple is seen ris- 
ing about tliirtj faet above this tower, wfai^ was 
built by John Cochran, town-mason, ia 1789, and 
consequently fbnned no part of the Saxan t^wer. 

As the interior of churches, as well as of domestic 
buildings, had been much improved withki the preu 
sent century, this edifiee had long been found incon* 
Venient for a modem audience. Early in ISl^.plans 
and estimates were taken^ in for a new eiwreh, -which 
was appointed to be buiH on (he site of the old one, 
and the'fiite of this venerable &bric was thereby seal- 
ed. The last sermon preached wfthia ks wa}ls, .was 
on Sunday tbe 7th Mar<^ 181d« l^ tim Reverend 
John Jaffray, presieiit mimster of Dunbar, then as- 
sistant to Dr Carft*ae, to a crowded audlenqs. The 
text was in Psalm 8i, v.^rse 1st. 

In taking down the east part of the church, which 
is supposed to have been the main body of that 
founded in iSiJ?, several sculptured stones wer@ 
found, that had been used in building the foubda- 
tion and otherwise, which strengthens the suppp^. 
tion, that this was only an addition tp the old Sa^vi 
qhwrch-flf tbe ^kveojth^entufy* 

Severdi spfM^Iahcfis.vKfis diaeo^ened JMBT tbeakM*, 
md HI the body of the chMch ; bat they oontaf ned 
nothing but ift^v. scattered fra^ent^ of their WPwM- 

ered teowits, . 



* 



THE NEW CHUBCH. 

The foundation-stone of the new church was laid 
on the afternoon of Saturday, the 17th April, 1819, 
bj Prov^ost Hume, in presence of the magistratesi 
fiome of the heritors, and a vast assemblage of peo4 
pie. This stone is situated in the nortk^ast comer of 
the building, in the caTity of which a small bottley 
hermetically sealed, is deposited, containing the coins 
of the realm, and a list of the heritors and magistrates^ 

Mr James Gillespie, Edinburgh, was the architect/ 
The work was contracted for by Messrs M*Watt 
and Dickson, of Haddington, at L.4990; but it 
cost about L.IOOO more before the burial-vaults and 
€)ther additions were completed* One fifth of the ex-* 
pense was paid by the town of Dunbar, and the rest 
by the heritors. The church is a handsome buildings 
ki the Gothic style, built with a red stone brought front 
a quarry near Bowerhouses ; and is capable of con-* 
taining 1800 hearers. From the steeple, which is aboui 
ninety feet high, five counties may be distinguished. 
' The church was opened on the- SOth Afvil, ISSly 
before it was quite finished, for the ordination of Mr 
JafFray, by the Rev. David Lbga» of Innerwick, who 
preached and presided upon the occasion. The very' 
reverend Principal Baird introduced the minister to 
his congregation on the Sunday ensuing, and preached 
two botrrsand aJialf toa bigMy detiglued and exoes*^ 
sively crowded audience, from these words : •« Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel ;** after which, 
the Rev. John Jaffray addressed his parishioners in 
a discourse from the text : *< We preach not ours€lyes»^ 
but Christ Jesus the Lord."^ 
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The first object which arrests the strangep's atteii* 
tion on entering Dudbar church, .is 9l> superb monip* 
ment,. immediately^ behind the- pulpit, greeted, to the 
Memory of George Home, earl of Dunbar, tliird son 
of Alexander Home of Manderston. This nobleman 
was ia great favour with James^VI.,.and suocesfflveljK 
held theofBces of high-treasurerof Scotland and chan« 
celloFof the eiushequer in* England ;. and, while in th^ 
latter capacity,, he wa^ cveated a pees of bis native 
knd. It was on him that ^ the British Solomon"" chief- 
ly depended for the restoration of prelacy in ScoU 
land ; and, at the parliament held at Perth, in I6O69. 
he had the skill to carry through the a^t for the restp* 
ration of the estate of bishops. He was on several oc* 
cauons high«commissioner to the General Assembly^ 
wherein acts were passed unacceptable to the presby* 
terians;*' and,, as a matter, ofi course, drew down the 
rancour of that party. His death took place suddenly; 
at Whitehall, on the ^tb January l€3.1, when he was 

* ** .Briberyi as w^«» Astifioe, «»» praotife«4 or tb« members oC 
tibit assemblj, which obtained Uie nama of the angelical assembly, in 
allusioa to the names of the coins distributed on. the occasion. Sir 
James Balfour says, the earl of Dunbar distributed amoiig tile minis^ 
ters * 49|000 merks to facilitate the matter and obtain tHeir sufTrtgea.^ 
Nothing, it was said, was t^ be seen aboufr Gbsgow, for some timo 
after the assembly, but angels*. A travelling pauper^ named James 
Read,, who had been there in the course of his profession, havin|^ 
heard what a country minister get for his vote^ railed on him as a 
fool for selling his Master for ttioo angels, when he (the pauper} ha^ 
got Miw lar nothing,"— JfCVvVj L^e <^ Andrew MdvUlu 
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about to soleoinize hia daughter'^tnarriage with Lord 
Waldea in a magaificent tnanaer. A writer in the 
" Biograplua Scoticana, or Scots Worthies,'' imputea 
this circuiDstaDcc to the judgment of heaven, whilq 
Sir John Scott,, in his political epitome of slander, 
^scribj^s it to some poisoned sugar-tablets, which were 
given him by Secretary Cecil, for expelling the cold,* 

" His body^"" says Crawfurd, " being embalmed, and 
put into a coffin of lead, was sent down to Scotland, 
and with great solemnity interred in the collegiate 
church of Danbar, where his executors erected a very 
noble and magnificent monument of various coloured 
marble, with a statue as large as life.^' 

The looQument is twelve feet broAd at the base, 
and twenty-^ix feet in height Above the pedesta). 
Lord Dunbar is represented, kneeling on a cushion, 
in the attitude of prayer, with a bible open before 
bim. He i$ clad in armour, which is seen under hin 
knight's robes, and ott bis left arm is the badge of 
the order of the garter,— bead uncovered. Two 
knigbts in armour stand on each side as supporters. 
The figure oa the r^bt bears a sbield> emblaaoned 

* Be this as it mayi the earl of Bunbar, lik« the generality oi 
courtiers, was well versed id Machiavellism. Andrew Melville, th6 
celebrated scholar, seems to have been duped by him. When a prisoner 
ih the Tower tor non-eoDformity, be say% iq a lettev to bis nephew i 
H TbTOUgb the kind offices of SompiU* I new enjqy more healtkfi^ 
ftir, though still coofioed in the Tower. X an put in hopes that I 
ehall have greater liberty withia a month or two on the return of 
Hne quo nVdl ; (Earl of D.) Yoii know whom I mean. Your 
iViend, foreooth, w1)o did not even deign to saltite you lately. Qvat 
y^ admiHB ihe prodeaoe and eaotioD of the btvo*** 
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with three parrots, and at his feet are a sWord, Ba& 
bert, helmet and mace ; while the figure on the left 
has a shield with a white lion rampant, on a greeir 
field, and at his right foot arlion^s head and battle-axe^ 
and on the left a gauntlet Immediately beneath th^ 
arch of the niche^ the fdfewing inscription is cut on » 
tablet of black marble r 

unt ETinr the soo'r or thk kxigh^ 
sons. asoftSB sAmjb or dtmbak, baeost 

BOWMK or BAKWICK, LOU) BSIGH TEISSE^ 

or teCTLAVD, KMIGBT Or TBK K08T 

MOBLK OEBKft Or THE GAETEE, AVD OHB 

or Hlf MATTE*. MOST HOBLE. FEIVIE COYKIELt,- 

WHOB DEPTED THIS UPE TUB XZiX SAf 

or lAMMTAETV UMCZU 

Above the knights- in armoar, are two female 
figures ; the one represents J^istiee, and the other 
Wisdom in the person of MinerTa^with her owl. Be« 
twixt these figures, and immediately above the cupo* 
la. Fame, in the form of a cherub, sounds her trum- 
pet ; while, on the opposite side, Peace, with her olive 
Wand* sheds a laurel wreath on his lordship. 

Above the last figures, in the centre of the pediment,, 
the arms of Home are quartered ; viz. a lion ram* 
pant on a green field in the first and fourth quarters, 
(Home;) in the second quarter three parrots, (as 
representative of the family of Pepdie of Dunglas ;). 
and,, in the third quarter three green eseutclieons, iii 
a silver field, (as representative of Hay of Brox- 
mouth.) The. shield is adorned with a helmet, and 
is supported by two lions seianty with a. tree at their 
backs ;. and for crest a horse's head and neck.^ 

Immediately beneath the monument is the vaults 
where the body is deposited in a leaden coffin. 
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CHAPTER ir. 

The Ministers {^DiinSoof. — 27td Sehooh, ^e.. 

CoLUMBA Dunbar, a descendant of the iearls of Mo-' 
ray, was dean of Uie church of Dunbar in 1411. He 
M designated^ Decanu4 ecclesis eoUegiatae de Dun- 
bar, penultimo- Februarii 1411, when he was pro^ 
moted to the see of Moray. 

. He was bishop of that plaee in 1429 » &nd in 1433^ 
a safe-conduct was granted him by the king of £ng-^ 
i^nd, to pass through his dominioDS^ on his way toi 
Romej with thir^ serrants-in his retinue ; and again^ 
on the 10th May,. 1434^ he was permitted to return 
when on his way to attend the coundl of Basil. Co. 
himba- died, in his castle of Spynie, \n 1485, and 
was buried ki the isle of St Thomas the Martyr 
(Becket).* 

John MAHTDsasToir was canoa^ of the coU^^ 
church of Dunbar in 1567, and was one of those ap« 
pmnted by the archbishop of St Andrew's, to attend 
the court on a divorce sued for by Lady Jean Gor- 
don against the earl of Bothwell, whifst Queen Mary^ 
was detained at Dunbar. 

' In 1566, the queen presented Geob^b Home, son 
ta George Home, the laird of Broxmouth, to be par* 
ton of Finkerton. In 1569> he was translated to be 

• Sji^tswood's MS,-^K«itIi*8 Catalogue^ 
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rector of Dunbar, which he afterwards resigned in 
favour of Jaspea Home of LawHeld. 

Andrew Simpson appears to have been the first 
minister of Dunbar after the Keformation . He was ori- 
ginally master of the school of Perth, where he taught 
Latin with much success. He had sometimes under 
his charge 300 boys, many of them sons of the prin- 
cipal nobility. He Wft Perth at the Reformation in 
1560» and bedune minister of Dunning and Cargrll, 
finom which he was tranMated> in 1564, to Dunbar* 
wfasre he suaitaiiied the double office of master of the 
grammar-school and minister of the parish, which 
^as not an uncommon circumstance at that period. 
He was the author of Latin Iludio^nts, which were 
taught in the schocds till the time of Ruddiman, and 
were much ealeemed by that excellent scholar. It 
does not appear that ttHS venerable person understood 
the Greek language ; but he was careful that his son 
Patrick should not labour under the same defect. He 
was. sent to the University of Cambridge, where he 
made great proficiency, and after his return to Scot^ 
b;ipd» taught Greek at Spot, near Duobar^^ The con- 
version of Mr Simpson lo the reformed failb> is as* 

. • An4r!*w Sim^poa bad five s^nis^ wbo, like their &Uier« disftia* 
fuisbtd tbemselvea in asserting the rights of the piesbyterian cfaurclk 
against the lordly encroachments of prelacy,. In 1^04, when tbece 
was an express charge given by the khig to the dergy, either to ac^ 
l^owledge Adamson aa arckbisbop of St Aadrew% or loea their be- 
iMfteciB, Fatrick Sinysoiii tppoaad tfa« .(Mrde? futb all bit ftf^wqr^ aU 
tbougb tk« anjhbUhop was bis oviAQ by tbf movber^s side,. lie waa 
one of the forty-two ministers who signed a protest against the pro* 
eeedings of the parliament «t Perth, and with his own hands delivec* 
ed it to the earl of Dunbar.— See JBiographia Scoticdna* 
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bribed to the influence of Sir David Lindsay^s poems, 
in alienating the pupils and- their master from pot- 
pery .♦ 

In 1570, Mr Simpson was called to a^nd the 
Rev. John Eello, minister of Spot, in his uckness, 
who was shortly after convicted, and executed for the 
tinnatural murder of his wife. This unhappy pen- 
non having related a rematt^kable dream he had had 
to Mr Simpson, the latter had np hesitation in applyw 
itig to him the language of Nathan unto David,— 
Thou art the man t This struck bo deep into the 
culprit's heart, that he made instant confession ; and^ 
when on the scaffold, he ascribed the disclosure 
of this horrible deed, to the soul-piercing discern* 
ment of this pious priest, in these njiemorable words : 
^ Ther was not small support in the mouth of some 
fiiythfull brethren,, to bring me to this confessione of 
my awin ofience. Bot, above all, Mr Andro Symsone^ 
minister of Dumbar, did so lyvlie rype foorth the 
.inward eogitationes of my bert, and discover my 
-mynd sa planeKe, that I persuaded myself God spak 
ijn him; and besydis vtheris notable coniecturies 
which he trulie dedvced befoic my eyes, he nemenu 
brit me of ane dveamev whiclvin my grit seikness did 

appearandlie present the self « at this tyme did 

God move my hart to acknowledge the horror of my 
awin offence, and how far Satban had obteiiiit vic<-> 
tone ower me.'^-Jr 

« 

. • »CM% Life of Knox. 

f Bannatyne*s Trans. Scot.— Mr John Kello wm libelled iiitba 
indictment, as " committeer of the muKthour of wmt^ Margrei 
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Mr SimpS(»i*s pi<ophetic inteUigenee Wa# no b» 
markable than his skill in oneindogy. In XSll, wheit 
the fishing boats were wrecked off Dunbar, he prog^ 
jMXticated that dreadful ealamlty.^ 

A£SXAN]>£A HoaiE of Houndwooif, succeeded 
Mr Simpson^ on the 13th September 1582, and held 
the situation till 21 st May 1601. He died in De^ 
eember 1623, and appears to havd be^o a half bra» 
ther of Sir George Hottie of Broxmouth. 

On hifi demissiofi^ Mr James Home was appoint* 
ed to the vacant charge > and was styled minister of 
Dunbar, while the former retained the designation of 

Thomesoune, his spous ; committit be him within his awin lugeing 
f n the toun of Spot for the tjrme, be strangling of hir with ane towate^ 
tpoun tifte xxiiij day of September last b3n»Mt» befoir noyne, 
. *< Sbmtkvcs. For the quhiik he was adiugait be dome pro* 
Dunfieit/to be haogit to the dei4» and tfaaiieftij; his bodjr to be-oassta 
in ane fyre and brint in assia : and his gudia and geir ^uhatsumeuir 
(pertening to our soueran lord) to be confiscate &c/* — Pitcaim*t 
tHnu Trials* 

. Thtt abava circuraetance ia alloded to by Nicol Bnme* the Popish 
professdr of St Andrew^ in has <* Admonitidn to the Antichrlstian Mi- 
nisters in the deformit Kirk of Scotland." (which was published at 
Paris in 1 58 1,) in his '* Disputation with certain ministers of the 
reformed kirk of Scotland : " 

*' Si-mwn of Dttmbar, quhat sail I My of thee'! 
I know thow wA&ttis Lieutenentia place to have : 
I errant thy Wisdom ioleld for to be. 
As Kdloehis divame beans witnea oner the lave. 
S& may thow baldUe ane hear place cum crave* 
WariKA thott seU ftOl ill tba band ta letd : 
The less experience hes thow thy flock to aave r 
Kilt up thy connie, to Geneve haiat with spdd.'^ 

Kello*s Dying Speech and Confession is printed in Bannatyne's 
Journal. Bartiimo, his son, and Bsrbaca and Bessie KeUo» his 
daughters, got a gift of bis escheat — Begk Sec* jS%. 

* See Extracts from the Session Rocorda. 
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parson of Dunbar.^ He does tMit appear to have eti* 
joyed this situation long ; for, Mr MANDrasoK ww 
admitted in 1604, and was succeeded by Mr William 
MA'xwgLL in 1836. 

• Mr Andrew Stev^kbov appears to have sue^ 
eeeded the latter incumbent. On the -authority of hi« 
epitaph, which is printed in Monteitb^ Theatre of 
Mortality, he was for thirty years *^ a most famous 
professor of philology and philosophy in the eotlege 
cf Edinburghj'f* and thereafter, for the space of 

* M'Crie's Life of Andrew MeWille. 

•f The fbtlowing, Is Montehfa's translfttion t»f the Latin inscription 
-prefixed to Professor Stevenson's monument. The. tablet was placed 
in dw wall, en the rfg^t 4>f the <3oor leading into a roofed aisle on 
the fiottth-cast aide of the collegiate church,— see platCi p« 1^3. 
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^ To the sacred dust, here reposed, of his most famous and most 
dear fatbA*, Mr AimaEW SrrrENeoir ; first, for thirty years,. a most 
l^^unous professor of philology and philosophy in the college of £di». 
burgh ; thereafter, for the space of twenty. five years, most faithful 
xnlliister at the -church of Dunbar^ (to wfacon, the short dawning «r 
a natural life began to appear, or he was bom, October 29th, 1598, 
and the noonday of eternal light began to shine, or who died. Decern* 
her ISdi, 1664, ) Mr Archibald Stevsenson, doctor of jnedidne, #f 
the defunct's eight children, (whereof Mr Thomas, James and Jonet, 
rest here at their father*s feet,) only surviving with his sister Agne% 
dreadMd in tears, hare dedicate and oonsecrate this homdy tombi 

'C' Jieft Mr SteveMon Uet, of high aenswn. 
To learning a great ornament and crown ; 
TvXL &v»MyMUty yean be wu In dhMtgCy 
And wifely did all offices discharge ; 
In youth, tShe sdiool-difficultiei he hnrike^ 
An4» in Us fiwth old age, hima*tf betook 
To divine eloquence ; Which did extol 
r Hit lepqiatSDn, an$ cmioh his nuL 

Who seeks a crown of lif(<, let this man b^ 

For his good Uft» a pattorn unto theet" 
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tvrentyofive years, most faithful minister at the chureh 
of DunbarT* 

The Rev. AnaREW Wood, son to the Bey. David. 
Wood, by Miss Guthrie, sister to John Guthrie 
of Guthrie, was minister, first of Spott, and then ef 
Dunbar in 1665; and was created Bishop of the 
Isles in 1678. He received a dispensation from the 
king to hold the benefice of Dunbar together with 
the said bishoprick. He was translated to the see of 
Caithness in 1680, where he continued till the revo- 
lution in 1688. He died at Dunbar in 1695, aged 
'*76 years.* 

Mr Thomas Wood succeeded the bisliop oT the 
Isles in 1681. 

Mr Jah£s*Crai6 was admitted in 1718. He was 
succeeded by Mr George Logan in 1722, who was 
afterwards tiapslated to Edinburgh. . 

Mr Alexander Fyott was admitted in 17S3. 
The ordination of this gentleman was very -unpopu- 
lar^ and the (q)position of the congregaUon was car- 
ried with so much virulence, that, on ^he mraister 
and elders proceeding to the church, they found the 
people assembled, the doors locked, and themselves 
excluded. For the purpose of gaining admittanoe,. 
tiie session-house window had to be broken open, and 
as the minister passed along, one of the congregation 
arose, and exclaimed : ^^ Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheep« 
fold, but cKmbeth up some «other way, the Bame is 

* Keitli*t CaUlogire^ 
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fts B thief and a robber/' Gait introduces a similar 
-anecdote into his Annals, of the Parish. ' It was oit 
<his reverend gientlexnan that the satirical Memoirs of 
-Bilago-Pica were written, by Dr H.alybwrton, chap- 
lain to the Royal Regiment of Foot, in consequence 
of some dilute ^bout a soldier's marriage, 

Mr Geokge BaucE' was admitted in 1766, and 
died in 1794. He drew up the account of Dunbar 
pa;pish for Sir John Sinclair's Statistical Account of 
Scotland. r 

In tlie ensuing year, the Rev, Patrick Car* 
TRAE, D.D. was admitted as his successor, being 
translated from Morham, presbytery of Haddington. 
The doctor possessed, in an eminent degree, all the 
qualifications requisite to form an accomplished orator. 
'He died at his retirement of Bowerhouses on the 5th 
March, 1822, having previously, on the 4lh Octobei^, 
'18250, resigned his benefice in favour of his assistant, 
the Rev. John Jaffray, the present minister, who 
was ordained £Oth April, 1821.* 

• • " ■ ' . 

( * The new church, as formerly noticecl, was opened on this occa- 
sioD before it was quite finished, and the good nature of the pa- 
i^ishioners forma a striding contrast to the tumult raised on the or- 
dination of Mr i^ott. After Principal Baird had ended his intro- 
ductory discourse, an old lady declared ; '< that she put on her kail- 
pat when she left home ; that her bit meat would be boiled to tO' 
versf but,** added she, *' it made nae odds, if he had kept her lang, 
ahe did*nt weary ; and if the meat would not eat, it would snp /** 

The church was completed, and opened for public worship on the 
16th' of September following. Mr Dods of Beiford preached in the 
forenoon, and Mr Jaffray in the afternoon from these words : ** This 
is the house of Ood ; this is the gate of heaven.** 

S 



Jbvinispath aiidpitrt'Of <Ol(UM0i«(ecl^ ^bi^ we ^ 



Ounbcr^ • • • • The Dulee of li«zfaiicgk» 

'Innenrick,-. • • i. Mi« H. Klibet l^rgii«>o t»r Pti-l^Cofl^ 

Oldham^tookiy • • James Honter. £«q. of ThnntoOi 

Trestonkfrk, « • • Min Dalrymple of Halles. , ' ' 

Spott, • • . • • James Sprott, £s^. of Spott. 

Slenum, • • . . BliBU.Ni^>et FctgiiMDtfBiileion. 
Whitskirk and l^Biiig. 

ham, The King and tilt Karl of Haddiqgfaiii 

Whittingham, • • • Jamte BalCour, Esq. of Whittuighaiiw 

CodLbttitispatb, ^ » The King. 

Besides the establi^ed -church in DuBbar, there 
are three meetiog^bouses belonging to'dbseiitera: 

The burghers^ or secession church^; (connected witb 
the Associate Synod,) was established in 17$6^ Their 
first ininister was the Rev. John H^derson, who died 
in I8I69 and was succeeded by the Rev. Alexander 
Jack^ . The minister's stipend was originally L.70, 
including L.IO for ooqcunucuon riementfiy witb U'fvefi 
Jiottse asd garden. The present n)«^fi>g^lioifse,^hieb 
•Gcommedates TOO bearefs, was built in 1*814. 
' The anti-burghers ferected a meeting-touse at East 
Bams in 1T63. I'iie Rev. Robert Cunoipgham^ofBal. 
gonii^^ in Fife,- was <tfae frst ^iioister of th\» tttfafatesta- 
ytshnient. ^p6« Itis demiiie, the Rev. Andndw Baync 
was chosen to the racant chaise ; and, in Tg!20, ihe 
place of worship was transferred to Dunbar, a n&w 



^Bf 



4iliehl«ge-.U9<€l«ii^ dulieB- i|p|il; prevented by in^i 

. 2>ih<li09^;.Hft|mttQP» a, phjsstciaa, whom w^, fom 
mfAfh0A:obfmfHktfk op^tion^ and Mr Andi^ew Af^ 
itilk».t9Mdt:iDiC!li9«y^all^ fortooe^ a coiHiection lier^ 
^lb..thn; W^yfm^ dlctJiodUM in 175S» and a chapel 
vm butltsa^QMi XlfiK now capable of containing SOOl 
lhMmr%, The Key.. Willi|un Elii^* wap. their first sta^ 
tlMary Dit^qbec. TMi isi tM qI^U^ congregation of 
the- kffid ia ISaolUiML 



•^W« wart ft vMIt told, ^Mt thtjr had n «9dtr|iui1a«lM^orih« Qn i p ti i wi ; «d4 toI(| 
IMHbll wmM' MMaSbohilliM* m tehalM^Aatkk Tctinr "n ^ rvvf^ MeumttlAidioo of 
qaectiopi vt foui^dj tjuit the trendtdon wm aodilng dae thftt th* Iriah Hbl*.* 

m. s« J0HNSON1S tomu' 

• 

A. x^lAI^^^Yf , belonging to the presbytery of Dun- 
bfljF^,, wa3 kj^t in the old grammar-school, consist- 
ing .^f sone hyodreds of voIuQies, chiefly in L^tin^ 
and on* theologi^l . aubj^eCls. . To this library, iri 
^708^, the Btevierend Jan^es J^rkwooc^^ minister pf 
^Xstwick^, in B^fordshixeji bequei^thed a^ Qumber ot 
V^l^ters ^ffd papers, d^taiiin^ his effort^, iq conjunc*^ 
UOP with the Honom*able Robert Boyle, (the cel^- 
bxilted phemisjt i^^ philosopher,) in disseminating th^ 
S^Ptwre^ in th^.Ixish character throughout the high- 
Ig^iot^ of S,^Iand» f ivc^ hundred cppies of the Ifisu 
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bible, by William Bedddl, bishop <^ Kilmore, were* 
priDted in 4to, at London, in 1685> at the expense of 
Mr Bojie. This excellent person presented Mr 
Kirk wood with 200 copies, one eopy of which wa» 
sent as a church*bible to each parish in the haghlandv 
that it might be read to th^ people in their own^ lan^ 
guage on thef Sundays. Mr Eirkwood afterwardsr 
printed SOOO copies of the same bible by private 
subscription, in the Roman eharacter, and 1000 
copies of the New Testament separately, for gratuit-^ 
ous distribution. This edition was printed in smalt 
ISmo, by B. Everingham, London, in 1090. Mr 
Boyle, for tlie same purpose, printed 6000 eateehisms 
and Prayer Books at his own expense. A library 
was also established for the clergy in the highlands 
by Mr Eirkwood, in 1699, a'catafogue^of which is 
preserved in his MS. papers. 

Great events frequently spring from simple caasesy 
and the efforts of a few philanthropic individuals hare 
laid the foundation of those societies, which are now 
established for the propagation of knowfedge in every 
shape, and in ample abundance. A few years after Mr 
Eirkwood had passed his probationary triads at Had- 
dington, he was caUed to preach. in the earl of Bread- 
albane'^s family in the highlands,* most of the servants 
of which did not imdei*stand Gaefic. It was when here 
that he beheld the ignorance of the natives ; he found 
the parishes without schools, the people without bi- 
bles, and the clergy with indiiBTerent libraries, and im- 
mediately set about the remedy. Fortunately, he was 
invited to a small living in England by Bishop Bur- 
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net,* in 1684, and wat^ ^^f^ii^e promoted to the rec* 
tqii^jF.Qf 4^i|tiifK^9 3iijibj^i:^.b^ formjed an acquaintance with 
tl^^^»fouri|bWg^^tlemaa before mentioned, whp wa» 
wfjlt ^|i^ ta a|4, hip iu bi9, benevolent projec^. But, 
nf|li^j^hs|i^di^g tbi^ ba{^^friend$bip,^^'e met with the 
uftfi^l d^9^^^|(gtipeTitA th^i ^* fl^sh 19 heir tq,^ from the 
c2y:^|y^9^Q^f f f* fjri^nd^ ^nd malice of exicmie^ . A- 
m^f^t otjb^f^ Qt))ec|io/i8 to t^iie plan^^ it was moot ed« that * 
itji^ql^ojlji^rifjpt t^^iexj^ir^^^ of the highland Ian- 
gt|^^;i^i^ ^{le pi^ftisan^ pf ppy^rnment devoutly ex- 
^p6^^M,\/'>^ff'9kf^ in tb^^Pjflr^e of thirty years ; but 
the Gaelic still exists, and will exist, without any dan- 
g^ IQ tb(e «t^» . Th^§ ojppp^Mpi^ however, is a reason 
afypiH^ ^y, 1^ JRirJ^W^pQa ^pX bequeathing his papers 
t% i\^e&i^ f^a piib^o (;>pc|y» that the de.tail of his ef- ' 

%l% «ifj?!ffe J^ K^*:!'^^! %95^ tf'? ^l^ispers of calum- 
XIJ2 iif jnefgi^yj, rj^ufe^. ]p[e h|ul been indebted to 

th? ?4\l?rfj| 9^ PB^H'P % ^^ ?^.V^^^PP,» a??d both 
t^Wft m4 ffi th^t. i^fjghbpyrbood^^ he" bad many 
ip^^^ 9^ 'T^f^\f\oVi.% This circumstance induced 
^f9» fl( SB^fV*''^^'^ j^ljod, to bestow several books' 
Wi 3^^^* ^itb. « SQDEi^ ot^er tl^ings,^ or the library. ; 
III ^^fij ^f ' K\f kwoqd was 01^ pf thj^ virtuous pb« 
sgWft'i ^PBP Pf'^ ^9^ ^leTited ii^iyidu^Is who set the 
i^^e( sprjqgft in ^q^fon^ ^hich {^terwards move the 

*^BbfWf m!M^^^J^¥ P/ V^S^^^ Wpn? that they naay 
iRftp thf boR8ijr,^4 tfi^ rcw^ 

']' ' ' , . * 

f pr Gilbert Bkirnbt, bisbopr.el SalMsurj^, m€\ Migimllf xniolf^^ 
iM iSi^Wid'fiMt'Lotl^. ' On |^bli«ii«i^ l^i^ Hisfor; c^ the E«h 
AttMrton^ Ini; 4Mf 1^ !A#b^ ti^ 4{e if^mf^^at of Mr Bo^lW 
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THll SCHOOLS. 

Mr Andrew Simpson, as form^rlj nottcedf, held 
the office of minister-schoolmasler m 1564^ There- 
seems to have been a substantial reason for pluralities ' 
at, this time ; for Mr James Carmichaef, who held ' 
the same office at Haddington, in 157%, was only at- 
lawed L.40 Scots yearly as stipenrf, and lOmerks to- 
pay his " chalmer maill,'' with xiirf. quarteriy from 
** ilk toun bairn," as school-fee; so that Goldstmth% 
country curate, with his L.40 sterling, held a luera«- 
tive office when contrasted with the presbyterian cler- 
gy of this period. 

After an interval of thirty years, we find a notiee 

of Andrew Dishixgton, schoolmaster of Dunbar^iti 

the Records of the Presbytery of Haddington. *< The 

act of the last synodall assembly, giving the presbyi* 

terie camqiission to try Andro Dischingtoun schooU 

master of Dunbar, not only in his hability to travel) m 

the ministry, but also to'teacbe ane grammer-schoole ; 

being, presentit to the presby terie, the bretlirett or- 

dainit him to cum heir yis day aucht dayes, aiid for 

beginning of his tryall to teache ane piece of the first 

book of the Georgyckea of VirgiH, at the beginnings 

yrof, to try quhither he be able to teache ane grana« 

mer schoQle or not.*" — Sept. 4. 169*. *^ It was on- 

dainit be the presby terie, that the haill schoolm** 

wtin yair bounds sould be chargit to compeir befoir 

thame, that thay myt not ouly knaw how yai wer abill 

to instruct the yowt, bot also charge tbiune to keip^ 

th6 exercise, that yai my^ be the better fr^i^ntcd 

Tfith the h^ids of religioiin.^-^June 2, 1596\ 
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' Ai^'E^ANDEit Home, the grammarian, appears to 
have been master of tl^e grammar-school of Dunbar 
in 1615. He was principal master of the high-school of 
Edinburgh from 1593 to 1606, when he removed to 
Prestonpans; and left the latter place in 1615, and. 
appears as schoolmaster of Dunbar, in witness to a 
deed, June 24, 1623, and to another in NoVembeir 
1627. He published a Latin Rudiments and Gram- 
mar, which it appears were in much repute ; for, in 
1614, it was ordained by the town-council of£din« 
burgh, that the Dunbar Rudiments *^ be onlie teached, 
86 maist approved and ressavit in the cuntrie.'" This 
grammar was likewise appointed to be used in all 
schools, both by the privy-counci^ and parliament. 
Home also revised <<Bellum Grammaticale,^ a bu- 
piorous tragi-comedy, in which the different parto^ 
df 8^ech are arrayed in opposite sides, in a contest 
Concerning the respective claims of the noun and verb 
tk> priority. He left behind him, in MS., a compend. 
of Buchanan's History, (in Bibl. Jurid. £din.) and 
H gramipatical tract.* 

- The following extracts from <^ School Regulations,^ 
iadopted by the burgh in 1679) give a view of the dis- 
cipline aftd usages then in force : 

: *' Wbatefer public damage ye schollars doc, either to glass win- 
dow% (mpiicftiXy sbont the church or sehoole,) or bj brakeing yie 
^bsksy locksy or any thing in the sehoole, they arc to make up the 
•fline ; nnd if the particular persoue cannot be found out, then are 
they all to oonlribute for ye damage done, and if hee be afterwards 
•linoweD, then to receive double punishment, 
' <V WhomMm^iter aball, through contempt^ tume fugitiyesi it shall 

• Life of Andrew MeWiUe* 



St j( • HisToinr or 9mm»n. 



*^ AU ll]tQM tb«^ refi^sf to sfdimitt to iiMcip1ni«» but maliciously 
icbeil a^inst their mast^, je mastcra, with the greatest veeeritie^' 
■re to make th^ ane esaitiplie l»tlie test, and iVllM attib&ara* 



tic be too strong^-thw t^ teH Air Mj^ ttom yft Mg^liM^ 

«* If olrfUreaiD|Q^wb9ab^«f«rdf oi^tbM^aiiiii^^^i^e^pec^ 
e4 tM y# m^tfn mU Q)«3(9 VS(p of p.ni4enee.in tU^ir actions, and 
to f{>9re fa rod a%lmi|^ a» it v^j eonsfjit w|tb j« ^ood of ye children ; 
but if n^tber fair words nor threats wfll gafne thei*. then sbaU y« 
■tasters sliow, both by thvhr words and couateqanee^ a«a«Ms^H«>9i| 
to passlono, and a dia^ke to y^^^tipv^, ^h a^^b^ e^spffKima t<f 
t)^. puvp^M^ IV^. which |i«Anar they fiqr 09;/^; «^. y^- the^ maj^ 
Ij0 i|i aagaie 1^ itiey will when they intend no^ to correct, but not to 
bf) passionfit when |hey cojrect ; nievr necessity, (being fbr tiie weel- 
fair of the children,) compei'Kng tb«|ii t« it ; b«rt not Mr i»«eqf[lrfift 
to stupffie theip with steoaka. 

. ••• Tbiit t^ BEUwMrp* iWWt i\^W«g to- Jl^SW^lw?, tl^a^ m^x «l*r 
4if ^1^ -ybpfafowa V? :|« clamom' of ye vulgar, as tbe^^ are to in. 
i(fi|qt and correct^ acoordiag to our otdej and command ; soe by ytf 
aame ai^thority they are to give ye'a</eQ8toroed liberty to dieir adioU 
lars, that the children he not used As slaret, btttat AcebflTM.: 4«d 
tiiflt th^it labour, tnay faa apctuied Uf^ ft^fV^ ^iSV^ e«^y Tv^^^^ 
mid THnmhjM ^i^:^ ^^ ^f^^ **^*? ?l»aJ^ be^itffered to play al 
the place appoynted for that end> from ^fe>three tiH four aAe»- 
^pone :. af^ wl)ipb tyn^e they are to retume to schoole, where ikef 
ar6 to rematne till sex ; these dayes, beiag mn^ti lot «ecHiatmne» itt 
Aky be delayed untilitbe p^ fain m^sGw^fii^tk fv^ Sa(md»Ji'f 
afternoone ; together witb tlif ^ff i^^fo^d fe||iy^ ^f7»h ph^fs^premf 
the and^nt rites of their oblaticms ^to testiiie their thankf nines) to 
their marten ; att and after which tymes,. the sckoUttn may, widi a 
kjndljhqmelxnes, roediat Ibr the play b/thenleuth ^ik/nit-tiMam'^ 
a« also^ at the entr^ of a tiew schollar, (if ea md tl l y fniMJUad) Ih^ 
ioaye haye it for all nighty The lyko may be gtanted to «ry of 4li» 
jBasters, superiors, or for a complement to strangers, or' when fuay 
peqess^re oc^^wipne refdyre kt, that thereby the mcatera show tis^r 
clemency to their schollars, andgialift'them by auchdeM »tiit idn» «f 
tiieir affectione towards ^em ; bat the masten shall nowis* f^T» 
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itttm who1« day«s plajy witboot thej be pennilted or comtnandecl 
by their wperiors. 

** It hath been anc ordinary customt^ that three or foure dayet iu 
the summer quarter, the children had libertfe to goe and cutt downt 
benty oir rashes, for the schoole ; but accompanied with this incoii* 
Tenienee, that often tymes they fall a wrestleing with hooks in theii 
bands, that .tona^lyn^ea they wrong tbemselresy other tymes theiv 
tie^ht)onrsi.,soe that, to preTent this eTill, and the schpUars to hatq 
their former liberty^ every schollar sh4ll bring at le^t twelve pennies 
Soots, and give to ye master, and that upon the first Monday of May, 
tlie lyke to be done upon ye first Mondays of June atad July, whicb 
i$ oommoaly called ye Bent-silveivplay ; with whick money, f^ 
mas^rsare to buy bcnt^ o^ other things' ^eedfull for the schools**' 

' Mr James iS^iRKwooD, wlio is mentioned by Rud** 
diman, as author of several ekmeAtary books in the 
Latin language, appears to have been a native of this 
parish. He was author of a grammar, entitled : 
^ Grammatica Despauteriana, cum nova novi generii 
glossa,^ and ^ Rhetoricss Compendium ; cui subjieitirp 
de Analyst Tractatiuncula,^ wherein he styles him* 
self, *' Jacobo Kirkwodo Dumbarensi.'^* He waB 

schoolmaster of Linlithgow in 16899 where/ after haVw 

* • • • . 

ing filled the office fifteen years, he quarrelled with 
the magbtrateis, whom he styles <* bigoty presby* 
teriansj^ and refusing to attend their meeting*>hoi]se9 
which,' in opposition to the public place of worships 
was kept in the provost^s hall or kitchen, after a 
long and (expensive plea with the town, he fdund it 
expedient to remove with his faniily td Edinburgh^ 
ivhere he taught a private school with great success, 
and was much patronisetHjy the nobility and gentry, 
A vacancy having occi^rred in the grammar-school of 
•Kelso, he was invited by the Countess of Roxburgh 



observes, ^ because he was bcMit under that- faintly,' 
and his relations were feuars or tenaiits to her ladjr«^ 
ibip in theneighbouEhDod of Dsobar^ At tba time^ 
that he aoeepted tfaia ebargA» be nfiisefia Gieok aod; 
Latin prbfifessorship h^a cotteggi dboolf t» be* ereetoct 
lit. Virginia. Mfr KirkVood* was acaroely setii^ itr 
Kelso, when he Lad a dispute with the mibister rcr, 
gimding the offices of ae^sian^erk. and. preceBtai;^ 
wJiieh had been widihekL from bim^ and kd t»> at 
great deal* of angry vituperation* on- both* sidea. €>H> 
tilia occatibo; he published h>9 d^an^e ina Jargp pspi*- 
phlet^ dedicated to bh paironeiiii eotitlad ; ** Mv^ 
Kirk woodV Pka with tb^ Kirife-eesriw aod l^nssbf*^ 
hny of Kelsei^Ni^n^ at Lffndon, iii.lG98.* . 
K TJitreafftttwetpubii9a«w&N^ULQittibar«%Q^ 
WM Md EnglUh^^chool wnjcis^/^m'i * Ma|:beQMMi«» 
cat one ; llie roastefspf which ttie appemtadr bjr tb% 
aeapalrates: . The oldS^^iabwdGmaiDar iebcN»(j| 
wM qitisalad iftifftf^fiMfrlyfaahiiid t^a toynrhpuae; bai^ 

and airy sitiMtipnyakiaelb^ tf ist a t ii Siiiar ..A # Moi|» g, tc» 
Hum is a baaadi f jgr^ pba rt foe jmiog hJNb^Md tlw% 
4M'tetwak#iiwMf poMCfs^aaii^^ 

waa asiAUMiffd al W[fs4iMiibriESwr. tb^^ puq^qa^ of ^lOt 
oamasoiiatiag tbui, fv^MMil diaMiot of th^. pwsiK 

ttbiryi liswg. the io^eii^ of ^lOft at^Ut^gW iQi^fied 

• MtKifltwodaiai^ateo piiiiff hitf piiiliaiisewflifdt t^WimS^ 
4f«|^ ^ft-AipvMckMfr aiiA fi^fiiiai t» haas iMia A I 
Re^ iamtt KiriLwood^^wiUi whon he vm caattaaponrf^ 



1br tlirft 'piirpcise'by Tlfr'^lWftttri iftiiriei late ftrme^ 

in that village. ' • * • ' • ' 

' Hi^ctdr 'f^ord of ^Bra^tntton, in 1678, TnortJfied iii 
the hands oT the town of Edipbuigfi,.12PQ merki 
Scots, for the education aod .nMiinteiuuicexif sik bmh 
"flttcfi 'fit the-'iuimnrsitiy jof ^dM^nt^tk. .Uk'.tyvMlr rw^im 
ttons, iiMi'the'iwirimftie df^^Pord, io be'preferred, and 
isfterwards ^ny young men born in the parishes or 
«duca|ed at the schools of Dunbar or lonerwiok. 
.whom the ^ninistars of the^e.plAces xnary .i^ppomU 

Thoinfis-Bryitofv, meroiiantmud bsiKe in Donbftfy 
fa 1702^ inortifled in the iiands of thepresb3rtery-(5r 
!Dunbar, 4500 merks Scots, for two bursars. To bq 
^applied solely to.youBg men born in JDi^nbarpariBb, 
or educated fit the town achod^s^ttftai; tliocie^of bis amvt 
tiame «nd kindred.' * * 

" iVniiam Hume, tenant in East-barns, in YTSi^ 
inorlified L.400 sterlings iii the hands of the.preabys 
tery of Dunbar, for the inaiiitonaQoe of two bursfia^ 
M -ttforetfaicl at Edinburgh, or any other oaUege in 
the kii^om. 

XKTftA<3T% FVXItfTiPK S«9«l^^ BfECORnS. 

^u1y 27. 1712. This day the minister (Kcv. T. Wood,) had been 
ordaining elders, when they were *' exhorted to walk exampelary in 
tbt^ir good behaviour before' the people, and to be careful! to delete 
scandalous persons or such as brealc the Sabbath-day. Mor4>\9it he 
read to them a minute left be his predecessors, mentioning how drea^^ 
fill a disaster had fallen upon the people of this place for breaking the 
Ix>rd*8 day, ordains the same to be regarat. Qch is as followeth : 

" Mr Simpson, ministtt of 'J3MlkfiU],^ao4 to Mr Andrew Simp^ 
soD| minister at Punbari in his exposition of the XXXII P aalm^ 
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iutth these words; A fearfuH judgement of'God fell furth ftt Dan- 
iiar, about the year of God 15779 V^ ^ ^** '^^ eyewitness. My 
father, Mr Andrew Simpson, of good memory, being minister there- 
t>f, qho, going to the church, saw a thousand boats setting their oetts 
on the Sabbath-day. He wept and feared that "God would not suf- 
fer such contempt. It being a most calm day as ever was seen at 
that season ;— at midnight, when they went forth to draw their netts, 
the wind arose so fearfully, that it drowned eight score and ten boats, 
so that Iherewas reckoned in the coast-shle fourteen score of widows." 
' ** Sunday, 3d April, <659. — Margaret Home, rebuked for her 
fall in fornication, anno 1.651, with John Bahill, trooper in General 
Crom weirs regiment, and paid penalties L.3 Scots, *^ 
t ^ Augibt 7, 1709 — It is enacted this day»for the htkiet observing 
the Lord^s day, that two elders, w< ane officer, go through the town 
after' sermon ia the afternoon, and reprove such as they find going 
or parading either in the streets, shore, or castle, or any who sitt st 
their dopr^ intertaini/ig idle discourses, and leprove such; and to 
bring in a list of those who will not refraine." 
» ** January «9, 1710 — The elders, whose dutie it is to search the 
^wn, found several! persons in Janet Hunters drinking a glass of 
twopenny beer and smoaking the tyme of divine service. The 
persons wepe cited before the session, and confessed they were hum- 
bly sorric for such a heinaiss breach of the Lord's day ;, hut they de- 
dared they wauld drink no more twopenny beer or smoak tobacco 
again on Sundays^ so they were absolved.^* 

•< 29th March, 1710— -A proclamation for a fast to be keept on 
Wednesday, that the Lord might prosper our armys against the 
blody Frenchmen, was read." 

" Nov. J 710. — Two hundred and sixty pounds Scots was collect- 
ed at the church-door of Dunbar, for erecting schools. io the High- 
lands and Islands of Scotland." 

1755, Feb. 12. To erecting a new stool of repentence, L.l 4 
Aug. 3. Altering ditto, . - . o 3 lOj 

1763, March 24. — The session purchased 100 bolls of oat-meal, at 

1 5s, per boll, for the relief of the poor. It was dealt out at 9d. per peck. 

END OF PART II. 






TUB 



HISTORY OF DUNBAR. 



PART III, 



€iifil atiDr BottK^tir^ 



" Commerce Immght into the pubUe walk 
The bnif merelUBt; tbe big %nadioiMe built ; 
fiais'd the strong pranc ; choak'd up the kNuled street 
With ioreign ptentK* 

THOMSON- 
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€IVIL AND DOMESTIC. 



CHAPTER I* 

The Patish.'^MgricuUure.'^PopulaHon. 

The town of Dunbar is situated at the mouth of the 
frith of Forth, in the county of East Lothian, and 
sheriffdom of Haddington, t wen ty-cight miles east from 
Edrnburgh ; in latitude nearly 56° north, and longi« 
tude 2^ 80' west from Greenwich. The parish, which 
takes its name from the town, is rather more than eight 
miles long, and in some places three miles broadi 
It is separated from Innerwick parish by Dryburn^ 
water on the south ; tt is bounded by the frith of 
Forth and Tyningbam parish on the north ; by the 
German ocean on the east ; and by the parishes of 
Spot, Stenton, and Prestonkirk, on the west. A con-^ 
idderable portion of land, called Dunbar Outer Com^ 
men, lies about five mites from the town^ and is sur- 
rounded by the parishes of Innerwick, Whittingham; 
and St^Uon, It is situated on the skirts otLanimer^ 

2 
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moor, and ts four miles long, and iq some places 
three, and in general tvQ imd a-half miles broad. 
The marches are perambulated yearly by the ma^s- 
trates and council, which occasions a scene of mqch 
mernment to Cke lieges. 

Fanned by the undulating breezes of the Forth, 
the situation of Duainr m mnmer is healthy and 
pleasant; in winter, when the north-eastern blast, 

wrought uprwto idlie^AQlPfnngiAaam^ ^ storm, de- 
solates its rocky shores, il is chill and gkramy* The 
face of the country rises gradually from the sea, in- 
terspersed with green hill and gentle dale, till it is 
lost in the Lammennoova. Its shores are rugged and 
picturesque ; the most striking objects seen at a little 
distan^s fceiiig the Bms and jlie Isis of' May^ while 
BU^ s: little isotat/ed rodc^-siUuUed i»im9diat4y ypapi 
the U?ac^ suob. as il^e Pine^vx], J^v^ fcp. Bfufm^ 
once to hatre formed a juaction with tha iminiaiMlr 
S^tward, at the extremity of this socky and loftj 
foast^ the eye reposes on th» blue preo^ntory of 8| 
Abb^s HesAy where the Fnnoess £bha om? h^ iier 
solitary hcwe of prayer; southward w^ behold thii 
pastoral Lammermoors and tha U^ |^o«iU34s of 
Whittipgham ; aod^ in the ^^est, ^t^apre^erl^w,, the 
Garlelon JiiUg^ and North Berwick-Jaw, e^s^ a U^ayytih 
ful amplutheatre s wbife heypod it ar^ see^ tk» %b^ 
dowy outtines of t|j^Pentiaii4 hM}s, ^ s^kw^ of Fi^ 
awl the nauf^ina of Ai^fu^ 

A liUle eastward firoas Dtusbim ifWBii^dMMiely o» 
Hm baaeh, w^ ijneet wijih a eonsideffable txl^oft of low 
rofiky k4g^% g&aisiuiiy of tjm j»i w^dalOM A}nBSfl^ 
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tioD, dipping SO gently in some- places^ in their angle 
of inclination^ as to appear almost horizontal* ; farther 
oo^ however^ they aasun^e a more vertical: shape^ till 
at length the strata* shoot up into almost perpendieular 
peaks, after vrhich they are lost, and succeeded by 
vhat Professor J^m^on calls, <' a bed of porphy title 
Jtmsaltic greenstone/' which runs & considerable way 
into the s^. Beyond this, the red sandstone ceases 
to be visible^ but beds of limestone now begin to 
make their appearance in the greyish-white sandstone 
to which the former has given place.* [ 

The. isle, or rock, upon which Dunbar Battery is 
Jbuilt, is situated bet>yeen the harbouc and castle, and 
consists of basaltic columns, or a stratum of stone, re- 
sembling the Giant^s Causeway in Ireland. Mr Pen*^ 
nant describes it as consistingbf ^< red grit stone, either 
triangular or hexangular ; their diameter from one to 
two feet ; their length at. low water thirty, dipping or 
declining, a little to the south; they are jointed,- but 
not regularly or so plainly as those which form^ th^ 
Giant^s Causeway ; the suiface of several that had 
.been torn ofiv appears as a pavement of numbers of 
convex ends, probably answering, to the. coticave bot^ 
toms of other joints incumbent oii them. The iipace 
between the columns are filled with the*septa of red 
and white sparry matter, the veins of the same per- 

... : .,...:.. J 

* For an account of the geological structure, and other highly 
interesting peculiarities and natural appearances of this part of the 
eoact irnd nieighbdurfaiood, the i^eader is referred to ''Popular 
Philosophy;** a work recently published by -a native of-- the plac^ 
and to b« bad of the poUiisber oC tUs yoluraer 
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iracBng tlie csluan* tnuMwerseijr.^ This nuige d 
lunns faces, die nortk with m poiat to the eeitt^ «od 
esteads in fvont abiMre two twadnd faafi& Tlie 
other parts of Ihe rock d«geiiemte iirtft shspviess 
ftgidariy dinded fa^ thick stpla. 
sfayne being the fMvraiKag^iotk im die eadcm 
of the parUi^ it ic ^uamed at -^e ChuR^ 
I, Skstetaw sbaie, Eiast Bttros^ aadi Oiw^« 
laains. Near the Chaaber-bill, diew ate siiBie weatA 
aoaaiB ef coal ; aad ad^dittng la the haprba»r oC that 
place, there are sane v&fj ctHtoua spceimeaa of Kiiie» 
etooe. Thtre are dran^kUas far hnmnig JiaMbshells 
at East Baras^ the Catcia^» aad OaiselUiBakia 
WbcA Ml opeiatba^ k is soppescd the^ prediiee 4M 
holla daily.« 

The aott is rich aad fertita, aad thahasvesliv ^^9^ 
aeffal, eariy^ It produces pbhtiftil oropa of iHical^ 
aad lets so high as fioai JSA, 10s. to JfB per Soots 
acre. The biurgtwicnes kt the imiDadiale vidiuty of 
the town bring from £6 ta j^. Tho fields ac^ moeli* 
Ij emdosed ictth slane vidk or thorn hedges.^ The 
iaods are drjp, of a rich loaai^ and pardj ef a hght 
noukL Sea^aiaie ia aiseh used aa a auauve oo tha 
aaitera coast, aad bf some k ia acekoned efutrahmt 
to an ec^nal quantity of dui^. 

Tho oaijr emioenfaBaivaiAh7<^ wtiqa as Ae paiisi^ 
are the BrunUiill above Spot! and part of Doonhili^ 

• |4flM8tQP« fkmm^h ew«y yfhmm ijk ifm wm^ la Hfifl^ 
Ter>l lands in Inperw4<d^ wWi the jsliasfS at hafwhig lifiSlHaai . 
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fiwB tbe biter of V^ich ilumt k a beftulrfiil pjino- 
rmEBic vi^w of Buoborimd its ettburtM^ 

Tbe Tjfpe is the ooly streaoi of any cpose^uence 
in the BeigbbpiiihfiQd. It ntfs in the pmh of 
Crichton, in Mid-Lotbiftii» and after windtfig^ it» 
sluggish way through m^ny a verdant mead,, m^kes 
a leap, or rapid faH, at tlie village of Lintoiv over 
sosm broken iKwks> aod eBipliM itself iiUo Ihe Frith 
of Forth a little belovr TyniFngbMn. This river pro- 
duces trout through its whole extent ; and below Lin- 
ton, and at its mouthy.. salmon ^ce taken. The tide 
ebbs and flows about two miles. ; and ibe fiMk bat en- 
eraMhed upas; several aeres of Itmd adjacent to West 
Bani8,*w4iich, it is supposed, a little Dutch skill or in- 
dustry might have preseifvedL An attempt was made 
some ye^rs ago, by the late Mrs Fall, to repel these 
encroachiipents, whksb did not loapeed. Wilbia tkese 
few years, Mr David France has made a simttar at- 
tempt below Rosebank, which, from the art and per- 
severands displayed, seemed to promise success ; but 
on the occasion of some krin^ high. tidas» iba /waves 
made sev^al ts^me^^oiif bMulies in tjm dili# or 
wall, and coiiiplet^ ^i^ged up t})^ forthcomkig^ soiL 
The small rivutet of Beil, after winding by Whit- 
tingham and 3eUoa, falls into the sea at £klb«reny 
while Spott-water riuaa mtsk Ibe sea at BiewnMiith, 
and Dryb iiia wlof waph f» lb* sotitbem b ound ai y of 
the parish. Qn tbe stormy evening of the 3d of Au- 
gust last, the gentle streamlet of Beil, came roaring 
and botlh^ do wn^ and I^d the one-halTof West Bwcx^ 
under water* 
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. Tbe followidg.is a list of the ploughgates of land 
in Dunbar parish, with the names of the proprietors ^ 

rxtuf. rmopRiCTOits. tuooau^ 

. Howmuir, Mis IL NUbefe of Hcil, Sf 

. Ninewar, Ditto, 2 

Gatesidejb Tjnefield, Miss Hunter, 2\ 



North Belton, 

Hetherwick, 

Hetherwick-MIl, 

Liakfielda 

BeltOD, 

South B«lton, 

Westbarns, 

'Westbarns-Buunay 

£w«ferd» 

HallbUl^ 

Lochend, 

Kewtonlesff, 

Chesterhtflly 

Braifdnmllr 

Ox^'elUmainsy 

Brozmoutby 

Little Pinkerton, 

Briint, 

Meiklc t^iokorton, 

£a$t jBarni^ . 

Barnyhill, 



Robert May, Esq. of Belton, 4 
Mrs Nisbet, 3 

Lieut.-geii. Geo< Hardyman, O 7-10tk» 
John AlkuHf £•% 4 

Captain Hay, B; N* 1 S-lOtba 

Ditto, 8 ].£th. 

XHume&C.MiddIemass,esqrs.3 2-5th& 
John Thomson, £sq« 1 

Sir George Warreader^ Bart. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

t)itto, 

Ditto, 
Duke 'Of noxbui^b. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



4 ]1.34ths' 
ai3.iMth»^ 

2 
4 
1 

oi 

4- 
3 
4^ 
2 

101 • 



Ditto, 
Robert Hay, £tq. of Lawfiflld, 9 
William Sandilands, Esq. 3 
Winterfield-maioSy CapL Richard AndersoOy B, 1^-2 
Dunbar-hOose, Earl of J^auderdale, 0{ 

' Hosebank, Heirs of Mr T. Mitchell, 0| 

Burro^ddes, Town of Dunbar, - i ' 

Uod«redge« . . Christopher M&ddlenittii^ £eq, 6f .. 

m 

total,; 87i 

' The valued rent of the parish is only L. 16,826 s 17 : 5 Soots-; 
t)ut the land rental is supposed to be at least Lt 2 1,000 sterling. 
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It has been customary in East Lothian, since 1627, 
annually to fix, by piibfic' authority, the fiar or ave* 
imgf ftimn of «afh rMpedm^mtm mid mni fmmhAed 
JAUfae'OtaQtg^. Thttetaiealniitkliy'tbeykeriffiil 
A/^ m(mtik «f Mftrch,^ anfl bjr th/ete the mnisttn^ 0lifl 
fMlds/wt ifigiit$tt^miDth^M9dm {Mrj^abte ui grain 
iipfoetianodi. . 



Wheat. 



a^m-^mm 






IKwxJlKtkv^ 



QmIUt.. 



Biftur. 



Oats. 



PkAts, 



1 
1 



Second 

Tbu4 

Fim 

Second 



B| tlie I»i9c(ki{t«n»iiw 



Fint 

Second 

TbitA 

Fiwt 

Second 

Third ; 



7«s. 


Qd. 


«-J2Ui8 


708. 


Sd. 


I0.l2ths 


eaik 


S6, 


t.|2fiM 


41V 


4d. 


7w42*b» 


398. 


2d. 


4.12th8 


afik. 


9d. 


t.lSlbft 


28a. 


Ji 


SmISUbi 


2^8. 


4d. 


3.]2thB 


Mk 


5d. 


auisthi 


9^ 


7d, 




SSs. 


Sd, 


.- 


311. 


(Sd. 












There is a weeUjtiMtrittfc it Dunbai^ whi«h b |ietd on Thursdky,. 
at whicb the giraia ia. aal4 byMpnplo^ — Thia matf^et was ancientljr 

FAIl^S. 

l>eif a|re tw# AiJNt amitiany at Qianlbaib a| tluB ierms of Whitsun- 
digr spd Marllnipaa»o)d style* which were <iK>apiurte|i somewhat in the.; 
manges i>f the aneSamtfaic^ wkere the peepie wete wont to be sup- 
plied with lui^mie;^ and n^efu] coimmodiuesy and the children wiUi 
Iflljis { httt tto^ ace-fai^ goisg to d^ay,. There is also a market fof 
hi^ng^ f!»m eeniaale oo these occaswins^affd a tfa^ iaeaiviesl on in 
•^•hiayiiifaiidseBingef mpkh cows* la t|M eUeii titee fiMre wa^ 
a hh en the mh Sept^eorlieiv eaUed latter Ladt/^Ugi/; in harvest, and 
one Qn the 1 ltl| ljrov,et9beq^ with the pjv^ilege of conUouin^ eaoh 
tm dujrU)g th# sp^^se oX Uie twa majrket ^9 ia;Lin€diately foUewing. 
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. In 1755> the popoliAioa of the paridi amounted 
to 8281 ; by ah aocorate suF?ej in 1792, the ithtf^ 
bitanu were 3700, being an inerease of 419 1 
in 1811, they amounted to 8982 ; in 1817, they 
were 4499 ; and by a census taken in 1821, agtee^ 
ably to an act, 1. Geo. IV., entitled : ^' An Act for 
taking an account of the population of Great Bri- 
tain, and of the increase or diminution thereof,'*^ the 
number of inhabitants was 5272. This remarkable 
increase may partly be accounted for from the esta- 
blishment of tile cotton manufactory at Belhaven, 
which contained a population of 550 people in 1818; 
and partly from the return of soldiers and sailors at 
the end of the war. The following is an abstract of 
the return given in to the county, for the parishes ia^ 
IXinbar presbytery, in 1881 : 



O#wip>B0m« 



Flenont, lacluifing' 







Dunbar^ 

Spott, , 

Innerwick, 
OldhamstockSy** 

Prestonkirk, 

Whitekirk, 

Whittingham,... 



jMmi4.Tieiri 



m 



; Su^oined is an ewmeration of th€t various 
contained in the precediqg aUtract^ 



ages 
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As an extraordinary instance of longevit j, Magnus Reidof Dun« 
bar, wben about eighty years of age, commenced traTelHng-cbai»« 
npAOy and followed thu profession till within eight weeks of hit 
death, which happened in 1 786| at the adTanced age of 114 years. 



data, in the recorft^WMIdity', t^ 1^ J tot w a i W«i^ 
son in a late survey, preparatoiy to publishing a 
flan of the cbulch-ysiird of buabar, yM «er^ to stew 
ihe avttraie length of human tfe in thift parish. IlL 
drder tb tfM^eMain the ifiediom numb^ di y^ao^.^t 
Ae pei^ns lireA ^hose agtt are on tlie gnnve-at6n^ 
Mr Watson eolebted SDT of these tti^tlitr^ abd £* 
tided tlieii iilto six clriftas as ilnder : 



duk. TMrib Tcin. llMtht. 

1. from ll Ift itof^m^ HM^IS, avMifk lA ^ 

t. «» 81 to 45 ^. 40 ^ |>507 «« 37 8 

Si -* 45 te^ao -^ 4a «^. tees •«« at 4 

4. --* 60 IS 75 -p.SO — *)08 -« 65 9 

5. — n^9^ -i^ at *. ^d6, •* n ^ 

. a. ««#tftat^J^^ 9 i*^ 9SS. 



«i ^78 

By tins ttiUa k sp|peai« thai the ifildittiii mfther 
of years the. above $07 persons lenjoyad life, from the 
^^ of U^ w 6<K iNtiMM»iy IS years 1^ iMii^Meh. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Tfie Town^'^The Harhour.'^Shippingy S^c. 

The town of Duobar was evidently at first a fish- 
io^viliage .whieh gradualiy sprang up under the 
shelter of the ca^Ie, and rose into notiee under the* 
influence of the powerful family to which it belonged. 
So eiarly as; the reign of Alexander II. it appear^ to 
h»ve acquired some importance; for, in 1S16, ac- 
cording to the Chronicle (rf* Melrose, King Jobet, 
penetrating into Lothian, beirnt Dunbar and Had* 
dingtoni. In 1369, the principal trade of the borders 
was! monopolized by the En^^iisb, thmia possession of 
Berwick and Roxburgh, who cvriod o»l of the king* 
dcNm wooV, skins, and other" goods^ the chief produce 
of the pastoral districts of the Lammermoors, which 
olberiirise ' Would baVe paid adiity to the kinlg. To' 
ccMHiteraQt this traffic, Danbnr was created a free 
h«rgh by J>afirid IL, << with linMtsas ^tensive as the 
earldom of March, with a market-cross, with power 
to buy and sell, with a cocquei and trone, and with 
a free port at Belhaven,^'^ and was also entitled to a 
reciprocal commerce with Haddington. During the 
SMCceedit^ Teigi^ of Robert III., William Danielstoun ^ 
was granted a pension of 20 merks sterling out of 
tjxe great customs of Dunbar^ till the king should 

* Chalmers* CaL lit 
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provide him with ten marks of land. When Dun« 
bar was made a free burgh, it was admitted, with 
other corporations, to send n representative to the 
Scottish parliament ; and, since the Union, it joins 
with Haddington, Jedbiirgb, Lauder and Kprth 
Berwick, in bringing up a member for this purpose. 
The earls of Dunbar were anciently the sheriffs 
or justiciaries of Lothian. They held tlieir baro- 
nial courts at Whittingham (the dwelling on the 
white mead,) probably because it lay in the bosom 
of their territories, which comprehended Dunbar, 
Spott, Pinkerton, Beil, Haiies, Merkhill, Fortoun, 
and other places in the county. After the Revolu- 
tion, the sheriffdom of Haddington was filled by the 
marquis of Tweeddale and the earl of Haddington 
successively; and, although these trusts were not 
hereditary, yet this bondage wais entailed on the lord«-^ 
ships of baronial courts; for, on the abolition of here-* * 
ditary jurisdictions in 1748, we find L.800 sterling 
was pskd John Hay as an equivalent for the bailliery 
of Dunbar, and L.500 to John Hamilton for the re. 
gality of Drem. The sheriff-court is now held at 
Haddington. 

- The affairs of the burgh are managed by the ma*- 
gtstrates and town-council. These consist of a provost • 
and tliree bailies; a treasurer^ town^clerk and cham«- 
beriain ; and fifteen members of council. The provost 
is, eX'Officio, a member of the justice-of-peace court/ 
which is held at Haddington. The magistrates hold- 
a weekly court in the burgh every Saturday. The 
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ftihihorial bearing of tb^ town is very properly a tower 
or castle. 

The folipwiflg is a tist of eharters, under the Great 
Sefal, graoted to the burgh and burgesses of Dunbar, 
frpm 1868 to th^ S3d October 1£18: 

• I. I/it^ra qnod Georgtus Gomes Marchie, apud Dunbar Liberutn 

^nrgum * babteat, cum certis privilegies burgenstbus ibidem. 

David I J. 8th Feb. 1368. Book 1, No. 244. 
2. Carta Con. vni capellano in ecclesia collegiate Sancte Bae ^ft 

Dunbar, dc annus redditu, de terres in lie Cowgate. James 

IV. 9th June, 1501. Book IS. No. 51-2. 
* ' 3. Carta Con. BUrgo de I^unbar — de eorum terris et priTllegius» 
' James IV. 1st Marcb r^OS. Book 43. No. 299. 
4.- Cavta — Burgo de Dunbar — de eorum. terris et privilegiis. 

James VI^ 23d October 1618. . Book 49. No. 127. 

The annual revenue of the burgh is about L.ISOO, 
, which arises chiefly from customs, impost, shore-dues, 
oess, feU'-dutyi water-pipes, property, &c. ; and is 
generally sufficient to meet the expediture, unless 
when new and expensive works are undertaken. 
. The town's property is valued at about L.8000, in- 
. dependent of the wide pastoral range of Dunbar Outer 
: Common, which contains about 10,000 acrqs. Some 
'\Qi' the burgesses lately entered into a speculation for 
. pasturing the common with sheep and black cattle; 
but this concern is yet too much in its infancy to ha^ 
zard an opinion on its ultimate success. - .^ 

Dunbar consists chiefly of a spacious street, ex- 
, tending nearly the whole length of the town, from 
which the others branch off towards the shore or the 
, harbour. The houses are mostly, modern, very few- 
remaining of that Flemish, description which sto<^ 
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with their .dore-tailed gables to jtbe stveet Tbe 
town is situated on an eminence, graduatly nAng 
irom the sea ; and, as a proof df the salubrity of the 
climate, several instances of longevity occur. The 
most ancient part of the bufgh evidently lay towards 
the harbour, under cover of the caslle^ frqm which it 
appears to have gradually extended southward. A- 
mong the old houses was a tenement, called Bam* 
burgh-castle, which latterly stood near the head of the 
high-street, but at one time w^s probably dqtiiched 
Tradition aiRrms, that it had a subterraneous com- 
munication with the castle, the entrance to which is 
still shewn ; and that, in later times, a foolish piper, 
in attempting to thread his way through this intricate 
labyrinth, was supposed to have been suffocated by 
pestilential vapour ; for his ba^ipes were only heaitl 
to vibrate as far as the bottom of silver-street, wlieh 
their dying notes ceased. This tenement, and fte 
lands adjoining, belonged to the Knights Templars; 

In the itinerary of Fynes Moryson, gent.^ who 
perambulated Scotland in 1S98, in search of the .pi^ 
turesque in man-millinery and cookery, we find that 
Dunbar stilt laboured under the desolating e£Fects of 
the invasion of 1548, when it was burnt by the £fig« 
iish. .** Being to return from Barwicke,^ says he, 
<< I had an earnest desire ilrst to see the king of 
Scots court ; so from hence I rode in one day ibrty 
miles to Edinburgh, the chief city of that kiBgdom-; 
and in this said day^s journey, after four miles riding, 
I came to Aton, a village where the lords of Humes 
dwells whose family was power ftd in those |>arls^ 
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After sixteen miles more, I came to Dunbar, which 
they said t(> have befen of old a town of some impor- 
tance, but then it lay ruined, and seemed of little mo^ 
ment, as well from the poverty, as the small num- 
ber of tnholyitants.'^ 

* The battle of Dunbar, and the more fatal " Tysh 
-^ay's chace,'' by which epithet it was long remember-^ 
fe^d, had no donbf a ruinous effect on the burgh, and 
would be sensibly felt for some time. 
* ' Fr'om the journal of a medical officer, who was at- 
tached to the army of thle duke of Cumberland in 
1T455 Dunbar appears to have be«fn surrounded by a 
%tone-wall : ** This Dunbar is a pretty large town, 
tipon the sea-coast, and hath been fenced in with a 
stone-wali of great strength, though by the frequent 
batteries it hath of late years received, it is much im- 
paired and gbne to decay. The houses here, (as gfe- 
Tierally most of their capital towns,) are built with 
stone, and covered with the sllFte, tmd are well supplied 
with provisions, by reasori (rf* a weekly mat-ket which 
is held here. . The inhabitants talk much of great 
losses and calamities sustained in the late civil wars; 
th^ very thoughts of it do, to this very day, still 
'strike a terror into them, whenever they recal that 
bloody day to remembrance, and thi»k what great 
%avoc and spoil was made amongst them. The ma- 
gistrates here toade a grand entertainment to every 
i^e^ment that passed through. The private sddiers 
bad all a certain quantity of bread, meiat, and drink 
tM^ireA them ; the offieers were treated in their towa- 
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house, irliere we had majby kiodsof Am «sosl oiiw 
rkMis di«Aie8y 4>ut soiBe of theia were oddljr cookefil 
up, that it W4X8 but few fOAfiy i^T us odutd «at of. W« 
had also ciaret and puneb t« groat plenty ; but widi 
all these^ thej hnd a table-dotb »» dirty, that, al 
acher times, I should wirtr great reluctaaee have wip- 
ed my hands on iu^ 

Had this fastidious tourist aecempasued &iielf\if}^ 
gus to Turisn, he would* doubtless, hare ^r^ed wiili 
sbat gentletnaii^ that the amphitheatre waa a» cock* 
pit ; but he waa bene taiighl an iatportant trutb^ dial 
Ibttgue and hunger << seed uae kitdico.'^ After lea!v» 
ifig the champaigne fields of Bti^lioid, and the fiur 
ladies of Berwick, every thing appeared to our £og*- 
fisfaoMMi ooid and hungry^ glooeay and desolate. He 
cntevod upon the heaths and moorfrof the Press, ^ s^^ 
atraagely rotten md faiu'rei)^ that they bore only a 
Boit of moss, and soeae gorj9«» li»g, or jfursse, «id som^ 
IHUts of these^ even ob hiUs^ would swaUaw up a 
koirse l^ Sueh are Ihe e^caggerated accounts weat^ 
perpetually meetiag with tl^the military Journalists of 
this period ; and yet exaggeration is aomeUmes vaix^ 
ed up y^h a liuie raster of fapt* The firo&tkrs of 
ficotlimd represented a }«^ge battle fields covesed wilb 
a number of detached pmies of skirmishers ; hmK n^b 
^aiage fcould thrire— no cor».field f€9?tiKae. Tbe^ 
laeautifnl Tillage of BiUagkss^ and the bow thrivm^ 
«)»e flC CoekbunMijfeth, arc .lepfceflanted as smenedd^ 
fdaces, with bonsea mthont cbimstes. 
Bimbar ia JimBr onairtioBed M Aforttted jtowafl^ 
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•ny imjsertimoe* The ** iirox^ Mome-miil ^ tlludod 
to, vms ppoiiMy lew Ibr martiftl purposes than to keep 
out predatory wan^lerei^. The casde was h&stroDgbcdd^ 
where^gazing like a vakure^ perehed on a voek,8he was 
reftdy to pomnoe upon her prey. £v>ery towo, how- 
tver, had its ports or gates fen- the receipt of eustoms^ 
^e. Thi<ee arches of the town gates were standing in 
1768, wtiidi were partly removed when pipes weve laid 
down to bnng water into the town. The first stood at 
the east entry to the high-street ; the second at th^ 
we«t end of Ae west-port ; and the third, on the north- 
side of the foot ef the high««treet, leading to the han- 
-boitr. The boy« were wont to dress them with fe9> 
loons of flowers at the Whitsnndaj fiiirs. 

In regard to the buildings of Duidsar, there is no^. 
Aing reaarkable; with the exception of the churchy 
wfaioh we ha^e already had occasion to xiotioe. The 
slansion of the earl oS Laodecdale » a large plain buiJd- 
•Bgy extending acrosa tiie foot of the hlgh«43treet^ with 
a handsome pertieo m the booty logluog towards the 
aea, and the figure of a lama on the efevation next 
•the town. The town4iouse is an okl inconyenieot 
•difioe, the jail being sltaafeed amaiiediately beoeatb 
H^ couwaLehamber.'* At each end of the (Eogm nre 
the aroa of the Unioo> ischly painted^<«*4fae %aeea 

• 

^1l«w4wc»lafKmrilfi(i«,%aailsJ4dkSit^ nadh»i«ni«ii» 

.|l«^ fu»4 Ulywrd UQod acroM tbe htad <of mkUi^aXmU JSn panan$ 

w^ may notice^ that silver^treet ^ot its name from some coins beUi|^ 

iband there> when the workmen were laying ou( the street* 13i% 

OAllowgreen was the place of execUtioii* ^ 
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^It : the 4tAe of one is 1686. In ISS&, handsome 
Assembly Rooms were built by subscription, at th^ 
foot of Craw's wynd. Tbe . two fHriBtip&i inns ar^ 
commodious and spacious houses. 

The entry to Dunbar front the Edinburgh roiid i& 
extremely awkward and narrow ; but a plan for wici- 
ening the West-port is about to be put in execution^ 
which will be a material improvemimt, and add to tbe 
Yalue oF that street as well as to tlie beauty of the 
town. 

Adjoining tbe burgh are about 50 aeres of ian4^ 
xalled I>unbar Inner Common, including tbe KirkhiU 
and Gallowgreen, where the burgesses htfv^ th.e pri- 
vilege of pasturing their cows and horsesu In 17S8, 
a piece of ground was laid out in a corner of the field 
as a washing^green or bleachfield, and a dryiog-houae 
was built. It is custoouiry to pecambiilftlje the. Inaar 
Common on the king^s birth-day. i 

Dunbar was but very imperlectly supplied «4tfa wa#er 
till August 1766, when an agreement .was entered into 
by the town with Mr Hay, to brin^ water by meaos 
c^ leaden pipes from St John^s Well and the Soiitbjfs- 
well, two excellent springs. in the neighbottr^iood of 
Spott, aboiit two miles sottith'from Duftbar.- /This 
rimprovemenVcost about L^ITOO, and was carried in- 
to effect in the course of a twelvemonth from tbe date 
• of its comMencenient. ' By the 9th S^eihber, 1767» 
the water was flowing in a pure current through the 
streets, and the pipes, were laid in aboi;t two, weeks 
thereafter; On laying the foundation-atone of the 
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wmermr ormstm cistern^ there va8 a^aaioiiic proees- 
rfiioo.i Tfaifi useful measure waskcarried ixito effect by 
^obeil FaU, £sq. and Jhe other imagistcatesyittded 
by contributions from theinbabitanla. 

Punbar causeway >wiis laid in 17&7 ; and, again, in 
1769-70, ibe sln»lrweffe neiwvsaxmjsd and iide-»pav6» 
jBents imdf ^yet they ^ werenot lighied !wilb Jamps till, the 
tth Odtober, 178g. While the bur^ was thus pf«h 
^iessiieely impsonriiig itself it was jiot ttoniindfttl of 
lits ne^bbours ; and, lOtih July^ 1778, tifae town aub- 
^flodbed fifteen giitnaaa towards biuJdkig.a bridge at 
the boat-house of Tyningham, and soimeiiiing conm- 
dBtaUe towards :buiUittg the bridge «Qver Ihe fease. 

THIS TOBX ^OF J>y;M]|A1U 

T«k pout of iDimbar twas inrigiiully situited.ai B^^ 
ihai»n, probably because it waa)of easier aeeess ftoas 
fike west than tiie xugged ^ntriMaee of l4iaiiner<^have«9 
and .prdidbly bacause an dhese warlike lines the gar- 
^son of the castle would ^view with jealousy &e arri- 
rwal of fidreign vessels, eran akbou^ iif die .most m* 
aigoMeaot descripdoa* So early as Ae middle^of the 
it«Helfth century, betsmt ahe yeass 1147 and IVSS^ 
Gospatrick, earl.c^ Buabar, granted for the odminef- 
«ial .a^C9BiBKxki(tioD of the mnnksicf JM[ay« ^a £tU toft 
«ear his {lortaf Bele,*^'fnee fccsn aU curtonsa* Tfak 
loft appears to Suwe Inaea iTrtiMtted on Dttidiar^ whene 

• Abotit 1 ie?8, WttKam Ihe t.iOTi cottihrmedta fhemenlis ef Mfly, 
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these mon«itic8 built a bouse. The bui^i contiiur- 
ed with little variation in its sl^ppng till the epoch 
of the Revolution j when it had only two barques 
and sixteen herring boats. • •. > '. 

The town, however, seems early to have been a 
-place of importance as a fishing station ; and in 1577, 
it was the rendesvous of the Dutch as well as of the 
■Soots fishery, when 1000 boats were wrecked on- the 
coast. In 15dd, the^ assize of herring from the east 
coast amounted to L.lll^ for dry killing; and, in 
1614, it paid L.2t)00 Scots, and L.1510 of fines* 
and, in 1656-59, L.130 aterlxog. 
• Tucker^ in bis oommunicaticHi to the commtssioneis 
appointed by Cromwell, gives the following accouDt 
of the trade oF Dunbar in 1656 : ' ** The town of 
"Dunbar is a fisher-town, famous for the herding 
'fishing, which are caught thereabout and brought 
tthither, and afterwards cured and barrelled ilpj eiAer 
for merchandise or sale to the- country pec^ile, who 
come thither, far and near, at theJwasoh, which is 
from about the middle of August to the latter end of 
' September.^^. And, in 1661, John Hay observes In 
,his Itinerary : .*' there is a grisat confluence of people 
at Dunbar, to the herring fishery ; and tjiey told ils, 
sometimes to the number of 20,000 persons ; but we 
did not see how so small a town could contain, in- 
deed, give shelter to such a multitude." This mul- 
titude, however, would not be stationary at one point, 
, but come and go according to circumstimces. 

Campbell, in his Political Survey of Great firitaifi 
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i» 1774, days, (speaking of the port of Dunbar,) 
** The herring fishery is somedmes very profitable : 
these herrings in point of quality, as well as size, be* 
iog. generally esteemed superior to those cauglit by 
tiie Dutch.'' 

The herring fishery in the Forth, commences an- 
nually about the beginning of August and continues 
nearly two months. About the beginning of the 
present century, the herrings were taken in such 
plenty, that they were sold at ^d. per dozen ; and as 
there was a greater quantity caught than could be im- 
naediately cured, the refuse was absolutely driven to 
manure the fields. In 1819, there were employed at- 
Dunbar alone,, about 280 boats, and in them nearly 
2,000 men. The following year (1820) the fishery, 
though not so well attended, employed upwards of 
^00 boats, which brought daily from thirty to sixty 
crans each, — ^price from 4s. to 5s. per eran. It is com- 
peted that nearly 35,000 barrels of herrings were cur- 
ed there in a season. 

The manner, in which this fishery was carried on, 
i^ similar to the plan of the old Dutch, fishery, which 
renders it extren^ly beneficial to the country. The 
boots belong. partly to fishermen, who employ the rest 
of the year in catching white fish^ and partly to lands- 
men, who buiJd and equip them in the way of ad- 
veiHurers. An adventure of thh kind is called a 
Urave ; and is thus managed : Two or three fidher-^ 
men associate with five or six landsmen ; for there 
are cammonly eight or nine men to a boat Each 



flshcmnHi bts at- least two nets of imown; eneissp* 
painted a» skipper, wlio lajs in pfovinons and other 
neeessarieSy and receives the money for what is arid. 
When the season terminatesy the aceduots are made 
up, and after discharging the expenses, what remains 
is divided into eight or nine shares, or as they call 
them, dimb: The proprietor of the boat draws one 
deal, every fitherma« half a- deal, every two itets half 
ardcd, every landsman, who is capable of working two 
nets, half a deal : thus all paiticv are iiilerested ia 
profit and loss. 

In atietent times a certnn quantity of herrings w«e 
taken for the ktng^s kitchen^ wiuch was afterwards 
commoted into a -tax of tea shttfings upon eveiy siase^ 
able beat. There was also a duty paid to the High 
AdrairalV deputy, who preuded over the Bdaery. 
This has fallai into desoetode; but. the tow^ enacts 
the l-15tb fish as vicarage teind. The Ushers stiil ap- 
poiat one-^f their number, whom they sljle Adnnrai, 
to arrange the order of sailing, Sec* and two- cfaanoet 
lors$ to whom aU disp«Bte8 are referred. 

The berriti|9, lM>wever, is a flirtish Iktie aoimai, 
and for these aome years 4)jpast' has either complete- 
ly <ksert3ed the coasty or come in such small shoak that 
the Donbar fishers now preler gokng totioly Island or 
to the Caithness fidicry. Various reasons are assigiied 
for this develietaoa of the sihrery fry. Som&i^^iag 
that the fiahieKs, i»r puiposes^best: fcaawa to thenw 
se)ve«» think- fisreig^ fowls have tke&irest fcailien; 
attd others sarmistng» that tbose^tMJible kviaiAoms^ 
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the steamers, that come so often and so near the shore 
m summer, frighten them away with their noisy 
wheels. 

There are at present 133 open boats belonging to 
the custom-house district of Dunbar, (i. e. betwixt 
Gullane Point and Berwick bounds,) licensed to be 
employed in fishing within certain limits. All boats 
require to be licensed, except such as are employed 
in inland navigation, or those used by pilots. The 
fishing on the coast is chiefly for white-fish and lob* 
filters. 

HABBOVR AKH SHIPPING. 

The harbour of Dunbar, although of difficult access, 
IS ^cellently adapted both by nature and art as a place 
of security. It has in depth nine feet of water in neap, 
and fourteen feet in spring tides ; and admits vessels of 
800 tons burthen. Before the Revolution, it appears 
only to have been capable of accommodating vessels 
of a very sftiall description, or such as were employed 
in the herring fishery. In December 1655, it suffer- 
ed so severely by a tempestuous storm, that the inha- 
bitants were compelled to petition parliament for aid 
in its reparation ^* and in 1658, when the '< outer 

* The following is the copy of a letter, whtch was addressed by 
Mr Lorrain, preses of the Council, on the state of Ae harbour : 

Mr Lords,— The inhabitants off Dumbar, in Scotland, heir by 
y' suppli^^ne to his Heines, represend the great damidg and prejudice 
qch they and the whole cuntry, from Berwik to Leith, and a great 
pt of that natione have sustened through demolishing off the harbo' 
off Dambar by a great & tempestuous storm in the moneth off 

X 
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b^ad^ and the << cross dike^ were demolUhed» they 
iippUed, for tlie same purpose, to the magistrates and 
town-council of Edinburgh. It was probably these 
disastrous circuiastaaces, that induced Cromwell to 
grant L.800 towards defraying the expense of the 
eastrpier> which was begun ^during the time of the 
protectorate. 

On January 14th, 1 774, a tremendous breach waa 
made io that part of the pier called the Round Head, 
by a raging sea, accompanied with a strong north* 
easterly wind ; when, as a temporary barrier agi^nst 
the waves, 409 bags of sand were collected to fill up 
the opening. In the ensuing yevr, they commenced 
boring at the island, for the purpose of widening the 
harboiJir, when one man was killed and another 
wounded.. It was probably about this time, too. 

Peer 1 655, y being kf^ 99 is aledged, no fludff shelter ffor the bering 
iiscbing, q^^ being yeirlj at that plaice is the onlj lyylyehood of many 
persones in that natione. And, albeit, yor loP*dld, vpon that cdnsi- 
d^rone, gnmt the pe*** sum 9tne off y*^ cess-raonj, if^ was aiie iimnmk 
radgcment to tbcm to cndero' tiie repairing theroff ; yet the same 
hath proved ineflectuall tbrow Uie greatnea off the vork and the in* 
dtgenoie off the peK and thrfor they ar bumble suto** for additional! 
help aither out off the excyse off y* brought, the cysse off herringes, 
or in such yy' Way as shall be thot fitt His Henes and tbe Otnsolt 
beye y'for tho^ it fit to recomend it to yor Lo. to consider off tbe 
c«Use» and eff tb« pubHc detrinient y< beath riasen by diatfoying off 
the s4 berbor^ h«4 to afford mm additionall wwatance, in such waj 
& proportooe as you sbaU judg fitt» for enabling the petitioner to 
r^par the same* 

'* Signed in name^ »nd by ordor off his Henes and Counsaltt 

'* He, Laukaik, iVra» 

« Whythai»l, 7th Majfi 1657. 
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that the harbour was enlarged and deepened, by dig* 
gtng, upon «n arcrage, eight feet deep into the solid 
rock, when very commodious quays were built. lA 
1785, the harbour was farther improved and deepen! 
ed ; and a new pier was built on the rock that form^ 
the west entry, to which the convention of royal 
burghs, with a laudable munificence, voted L.600 ; 
and a few years afterwards a convenient dry-dock 
was also built 

The custom-house was established in 1710, and 
cbroprehended in its jurisdiction the whok coast from 
Berwick bounds to Scbughal sliore. On the aboli-^ 
tion of the custom-house at Prestonpans, North Ber- 
wick was also added! to the district, which now ex^ 
fends as far as Gullane Point, and is ranked as a 
member-port of Leith. 

In ITAS, the East LoUiiaa^and Merse Wbaie Pish, 
kig Company was established at Dunbar, and consist^ 
^ of the principal landed gentlemen in the neigh^^ 
liourhood, in all 199 shares. At one time they had 
five ships engaged in this trade of 159S tons burthen, 
which employed 1BS8 seamen. While the company 
WAS in a flourishing condition, the rigging out and 
fariitshingof these vessels created atonsaderable bustle 
dx)Ut the place ; but this firm, like other joint-stock' 
obnoerns, when people enter into a traffic that they do^ 
not understand, failed in its object. No dividend 
was paid after 1785 ; and the company dissdved it* 
self by mutual consent in 1804r, with a debt of 
L.3S83 on its head,^H?itM«# L.17 sleriii:^ per share. 
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. The export trade of Dunbar was principally 
confined to the produce of an agricultural district; 
wiiile its imports were chiefly wood and iron for 
the supply of the adjacent country. In 179% there 
were only 16 vessels belonging to Dunbar, amount- 
ing in all to 1505 tons burthen and 100 men^ em- 
ployed in the foreign and coasting trade ; and two 
Greenland slups of 675 tons and 97 men ; but it will 
be seen by the subjoined statement that the trade of 
Dunbar is naw materially increased. 

There are at present six vessels belonging to Dun- 
bar, generally employed in the foreign trade, which 
are navigated by 41 men, whose principal traffic is 
the importation of wood and grain from the Baltic ; 
and there are other two vessels, with a crew of nine 
men, occasionally employed in the same manner, and 
at other times in carrying whisky to London. There 
are twenty-seven* vessels,^ with a crew of 88 men, 
employed solely in the coasting trade, in carrying 
coals, corn, whisky, herrings, &c. from one port to 
another in Great Britain. 

There are also five vessels belonging to the creek 
of Eyemouth^ navigated by 15 men, and four vessels 
belonging to North Berwick, with a crew of 13 men. 
These vessels are confined to the coasting trade, and 
are employed in a manner similar ta those of Dun^ 
bar. 

. The quantity of coals imported at Dunbar in the 
year 1828, including her creeks, was 

1S,&74 tons of Seotch coftU; and 
6,500 imperial chaldroofl of Eng^lish dittos 
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The fir timber, imported from foreign ports, was 

715 loads, 24 feet, (50 feet to a loa^>, 

1 29 long hundred* of deals and battens (long hundred of 1 20.) 

The quantity of corn imported, was of 

Wlieat, .... 1662^ quarters. 

Barky, • • • • 19,fi05i dHt«, 

Oat^ . • . . • 842 ditto, 

' Wheat, flaur, . . 220 sacks,' 

Buck Wheat, . . 551 quarters. 

The corn exported in the same year, was 

Wheat, • • • . 9068| quarters. 
Barley, .... 1958 J ditto, 
Oats, ..... 31051 £tto, 
Bmuis aad P««% • S962| £tlo. 
Malt,-. • , . » 2173 4ilto» 
Wheat Floui^ . •. , 2173 saeki^ 

> The whisky ei^ported, was 

The trade of the port has evidently improved since 
#Fe maticet was thrown open for the exportation 
df whisky to England. There are nom? five diatiU 
krif a in the eoanty, which readily consame the bar* 
ky imported. 

In 18^, the ballast of the harbour yielded a re- 
yenue of L.31, 15&, atid the boom-pier and pier^rope 
L.48:19:4. 

' 8hip*boilding ia carried 'on tda modemte extent 
fa Dunbar, being chiefly confined to vessels, for the 
aK!eoiiiinodatt0n df the port ; and there is also a maaiu 
Ihetory fot oordage and sail-dotb. 

x3 
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*« Think yoa novr tMlt<dit 
Upon Uie hempen tackle ihip-boys dimblaf «, 
Hear the shrin wbiatle, wUch doth order give 
To Munds conAued. Behold the thiaUOni^Mns- 
Borne with the inviilble and creeptng wind 
Draw the hoipe bottom throuj^ the fono«*dMai. . 
Braaiting the lofty nuBe.''-^UAKSPEAR£^ 

The rock-girt coast of Dunbar has been the thea- 
tre of many shipwrecks, and the sands of Tyne the 
grave of many a gallant vessel. Our limits, however^ 
will only allow us to notice a few of the most remark* 
able. In a strong gale from the north-east, during 
the night of the 14th November, 1746> the Fox man- 
of- war, Captain Beaver, commander, was cast away 
near Dunbar, and all on board perished. At the 
same time, the Trial sloop-c^-war was lost at Holy 
Island, and one of the custom-hause yaehts. The 
last time the Fox was discovered was to the eastward 
of the May. It is supposed Ihat she s^uck upoik 
some of the half-ebb rocks near the castle^ and lost faev 
bottom, and that the wreck afterwards drifted to Tyne 
Sands, where she was swallowed up in the HoraerV 
hole, about one mile east from Tyne- water mouth, 
part of her rigging having at times been seen there^ 
Most of the corpses were found at the back of the 
castle, and others at West Barns links, where they 
were buried. The Fox fireship, under Captain 
Killingwortb» had been engaged in the battle of La 
Hogue. She was at the period of this disaster oc* 
of the guard-ships stationed in Leith Roads, during 
the time of the rebellion, and had on board great 
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part of the plate and other property belonging to the 
nobihty and gentry engaged in the king'*s cause, as 
also the fire-arms and other accoutrements belonging 
to the burgh of Dunbar^ 

Before proceeding farther with our short narrative^ 
we must, in the first place, take some notice of the life-* 
boat, as she was actively epgaged in the disasters we 
have to record* The want of a boat of this description 
bad l(^g been severely felt <hi the coast of East Lo-* 
thian, and it was in consequence of the inhabitants of 
Dunbar add its vicinity, having witnessed the '* pelt* 
ing of the pitiless storm,^^ on a stranded vessel at 
Thorntonloch, when one of the exhausted crew was 
brought on shore, only to exchange a watery for an 
earthy grave, that their sympathies were awakened to 
the necessity of some remedy. Accordingly, an 
*^ address ta the public,^ was drawn up by Mr 6. 
Miller, Dunbar, and by him printed and circulat- 
ed gratuitously; and at the same time a committee 
was formed for transacting the business attendant on 
this benevolent scheme ;* and in a short time, L«371>^ 
19s. Id. was collected by public subscription, thus 
shewing that the public were feelingly alive to the ne^ 
essity of the undertakiBg* I tis a singular fact,, that the- 
boat was declared to be in readiness^ on the 14th of 
October, 1808^ (just one year from the first meeting 
of the committee) and the following morning she was 

* Tlie eemmittee consisted of Mr 6. Milles, bookseller; Mx 
WIUuuiIh Brown« then accountant of the British Linen Company'a 
Saak^ DunlMr^ 4n4 the late Mr David Lmg, shipbuilder* 
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put into actual service under Mr David Laibg^ long- 
the hero of these shores, for the purpose of rendertng 
assistance to hia majesty^a sloop-of^war Cygnet, then in 
a state of great jeopardy on the coast The boat, in 
tins her first journey, had to be conveyed to Lumsden- 
shore, more than twelve milea east ffoin Dunbar, the 
nearest point from wiiich she could be launched, and 
lorsea were readily furnished by tiie tenantry on tbb 
roerttorious oceaaiofi. Happily the wind shifting from 
the shore, the vessel was enabled to weather the storm ; 
but the appearance of the boat over the rocks on the 
evening of the I5th, as Captain Dix states, in hift cer- 
tificate to Mr Liung, ^ gave great hopes to ail on 
board, who had been so long in expectation of being 
dashed to pieces ;^^ while the seatiien welcomed heir 
approach by repeated discharges of dannon. 

On the night of the 18th December, 1810, about 
half-past 10 oVdock, some peoj^e on the ^lore of 
Dunbar were alarmed by the appearance of btoe 
bghls or rockets to the eastward* This proceeded frdooi 
the Pallas frigate, wbicb,, in company wkh the Nymph 
frigate, was returning from a cruise in the North seaes^ 
when, mistaking the Eghts of some limekilns in* th<i 
neighbourhood lor the Isle of May, add the May fw 
ihe BeQ Rock, they both nm asboi^ to th& eastward 
of the town. The Nymph ran so dose up to the drawu 
kiln below Skaiteraw, that the sailors Imided by meatiS' 
of the masts when they went overboard. The ten* 
aniry, aliraied by the signal: guns, had previenal j 
come to their assistance. The Pallas, howerer, w^ 
kss fortunate. She had struck on a xicef of mggtd 
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rocks a little to the east of Broxmouth-park and the 
Vault shore ; her keel was literally torn asunder, and 
from the rate the vessels were going, which was cal- 
culated at ten knots an hour, the shock must have, 
been dreadful. From the pitchy darkness of the 
oight, it was impossible to render the crew any assist- 
ance, or even to ascertain their situation till the 
dawn of day, when they were beheld clinging to the 
wreck) and exposed to the breakers of a tremendous 
sea, while the strand was strewed with planks, beams, 
spars, casks, and all the machinery of a shipwreck. 

A party of the Royals, then in quarters in the bar« 
racks, mounted guard over the wreck, and, along with 
the inhabitants who had come to the spot, gave every 
other necessary assistance. As soon as it was prac* 
ticable, the life-boat was launched, under the direction 
of Mr Laing, and succeeded in landing two cargoes. 
1;o the number of from 40 to 50 men, and in a way 
that called forth the greatest encomiums from the 
apectatprs. On taking in her third cargo, consider- 
able confusion ensued, piu'tly from the number of peo- 
ple crowding into her, by which she was overloaded, 
and from the difficulty of getting on board the captain, 
who had fallen down in a state of complete exhaustion* 
On observing this accident, Mr Laing, unfortunately 
quitting the important post of steersman, rushed to 
his assistance, when the boat broaching-to, upset; 
and being, by this accident, thrown into water too 
shallow for her recovering, in consequence of her pro- 
jecting stems getting entangled among the rocks, 
from which the tide had so much ebbed^ it was mo^ 
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ftiiy impossible she conld regain her nght position.^ 
Mr Laing himself made a narrow escape ; be caught 
hold of a rope from the frigate^ bat a drowning inaa 
seising it at the same instant, got his legs oTer Mi' 
Laing*s shoulders, and completely immersed him in 
the wares, from which with difficuhy he e:^ricated 
himself, and got on board the frigafe. 

Next to the exertions of Mr Laing, the conduct oJF 
the duchesa of Roxburgh was above all praise ; the 
rooms of Broxmouth-house were prepared with mat- 
tresses and hot blankets for tlie reception of the half- 
drowned crew, as they were carried from the shore 
in a helpless state ; and thiough the unremittii^ at* 
tention of Drs Johnson and Turnbull, the whole,* 
(with the exception c^ the first Kentenant of the 
Fallas and two sailors,) were so far recovered as to 
be able to leave Broxmouth in the evening. When 
the first lieutenant was brought on shore, he was^' 
apparently dead, and an hour and a half elapsed 
before he was able to move from the beach. Ten 
of the seamen, and a man belonging to the 
port, perished ; amongst whom were some of the 
best swimmers, who, in attempting to reach the 
shore, were dashed against the rocks. The Nymph 
mounted 86 guns, and the Pallas 82. The latter 
was taken from the French by Lord Cochrane in 
Basque Roads, who mounted two of his favourite 

• For a mott wtisfMtory account of Um came of Ihit. aeeidtoliV 
and of the inapossibillty of tbe result beinf otherwise* see Chea^ 
Magazine, toI. ii., a work published soea afteri and edited bj Mr 
G. Miller. 
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brass guns on her bow. It is somewhat singukr, that 
a ship of this name, (probably the. same vessel,) be- 
longed to Paul Jones^ squadron when he was off Dun-» 
bar. The Pallas was such a complete wreck* that she 
.was sold in lots on the spot ; but the Nymph, being 
in a better conditiony was purchased by a ship-build- 
er from Sunderland, who built a ship and loaded a 
br% from her remains, and besides got more from 
government for the old copper, at a fair price, than 
he had paid for the whole lot I A smalT vesser, called 
the Lovely Ann of Aberdeen, came ashore shortly 
after, and lay stranded between these vessels, upoa 
which it was roguishly observed, that the goddess of 
Wisdom had led the two lacTies astray. 

In 1816, another shipwreck occurred in Tyne 
Sands, under very melancholy circumstances. On the 
night of Saturday, the 9th November, the John and 
Agnes sloop of Newcastle, David Bell, master, wa*- 
stranded in a severe storm. The master of the ves- 
sel swam ashore in quest of assistance, leaving a bro» 
ther and sister on board, who had been on a visit to him 
at Newcastle. The life-boat, as usual, was brought to 
the beach, under the command of Mr Laing ; but, 
alas I the brother and sister of Mr Bell had, during 
his absence, been washed from the deck, and the 
mate, in attempting to reach the shore, also found a 
watery grave ; while a poor fellow, who had lashed 
bimself to the shrouds, remained frozen in the 
speechlessness of death. The solitary remnant of this^ 
little crew was saved by the life-boat, the last office- 
of the kind she was doomed to perform ; for, by the 
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'time ibe Lady Anne Mai-ray o£ 6flte«Jioi»iNQC»Aect 
>«enie «n shore in the Hionth of October 1821, «he 
•had got into such a slate of disrepmr, that her aer- 
Ticet were no longer available ; and it is exceedingly 
Vfaiaful to thanks that, a^ that particular occasion, 
-they might, inid«r other circumstanoes have been 
.afaAable, and the means of addiog another h& to the 
.number of those ihe had already aaved.^ 

* How the Dunbar life-boat, or, more properlj, « the lafe-boU 
belonging to the county of ' East Lothian/' with her carriage, &c. 
had been allowed to lie by m such a «tate of disrepair, after having 
been so Jodidouslj consigned by the onginal oomnuttBe, upon the 
^araplctioa of their Yoluntary task, to the care and future dif^wwal 
of those distinguished indif iduals, who were, in the words of the 
printed address, issued to the subscribers on that occasion, '* pos^ 
•esaed of so much ability and influence, to make tbem prodnedve, 
en tveiy emergency, of the greatest possible good ;***-aBd bow mat- 
Imiiate been mifiered to get worse with her since, until the %!$- 
fidaU boat, and her appurtenances, with the emception of ** the ap- 
panUut/or restoring suspended ahimeUion,** originally purchased from 
the same funds,* were brought to the hammer, and disposed of for 
what they could bring, on the 15th October last, it is not our present 
business to inqaire ; but consistent with our general plan, we simply 
vecord the short>liyed history of the boat, and now that it has pnaed 
away, we would only express a hope, that the " Apparatus for sav- 
ing the Lives of shipwrecked Seamen,** recently presented by go- 
Temment to Dunbar, in common with a number of other situatiom 
lAuQg the coast, may prove effectual in the hour of danger, and be 
better fostered than its haplenss precursor ;-^as it is an apparatus febal 
S0ems peculiarly adapted for the rocky part of these shores ; and 
which, it may be here remarked, they would have been put in pofr* 
session of, or of something very^simihir, so long back as 1 793, h^d 
the exertions of one of the individuals, who aflerwaids took an aetive 
part in procuring the life-boat, been at that tkne crowned with auo- 
cess.-^See Useful infarmaUon in cases of Shipwreck, p. 475, x6L iu 
Cheap' Magasine, formerly quoted* 
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tJHAPTER IlL 

Public Insiiluiwf^, — ViHage^f cj-c. 

As it is obvious that the chief commerce of a mari- 
time town lies in its shipping, and that any other 
traffic it may possess must arise solely from its local 
advantages, there, is little more to record of the trade 
of the burgh. We may state, however, that there 
are a soap-work ; an iron4bundery and steam-^engine 
manufactory in the place; — that fish-curing is carried 
on to a considerable extent ;-^and that there are not 
a few respectable merchants, which add much to its 
prosperity. Tbe unhappy teraunation of the East 
Lotbian Bank was a severe Mow to the town, as most 
of the capitalists and agriculturists in the neighbour* 
hood were 'connected with it^ but from this unex- 
pected occurrenoe, it 4s to 4)e hoped that it is graduid* 
ly recovering. ' 

There is bat one bank-dffice in Dunbar, a branch 
of the British Linen Company, which was establish- 
ed in 1 768. The East Lothian Bank was institu- 
ted in 1810, and was dissolved by the company in 
18SS, in consequence of the cashier absconding with 
bUls and specie to a considerable amount There is 
a branch of the Edinburgh post-office^ and an agency 
for the retaii of stamps* 
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PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, &C. 

Theee is a library, as we formerly had occasion 
to notice, belonging to the presbytery of Dunbar; 
but it has no printed catalogue. Previous to 1780, 
there was.no regular bookseller in Dunbar ; the mental 
wants of the community being then supplied from the 
shops of the general Hierchant, in the safne manner as 
they are at present in the country villages. About 
this time^ Mr A. Smart came from Edinburgh, and 
commenced business, but he left it again in 1788, and 
was followed in the book trade by Mr Gr. Miller, who 
puUished his first circulating library catalogue 'm 
October 1791 ; and so much had his cdlection, in- 
creased by the month of September 1811, that his 
catalogue, of that date, contained upwards of ^OQ 
volumes, including an account of bis news and r.^ad- 
ing-room ; forming, perhaps, one of the most complete 
establishments to be met with in any town of equal 
^e in this part of the united kingdom. The situft* 
tion, however, being too local a^d circiunscribed to 
{ifford lasting eiieouragement for . ^ch an extensive 
concern, after the departure of the military, the great- 
er par<7 of the "books wereremoved ta Haddington. To 
this has succeeded aSubscHptian Library in Dunbar^ 
but upon a much smaller scale, which waas instituted 
'm, December 181&. 

; A, Mechanics\InSiituiion. wa$ formed in theihlZFgh 
i^ the autumn, of 1180$^ This useful brancli.of q&- 
tioxial improvement has no stated Ie^urjsr,.but. iL has 
aregular apprentices^ school, yrhioh must be. of vast 
utility to that part of the community. The funds, 
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•ft^r btbier Hicidkiilal exp^n/aea, ace applied totlie puri- 
chftsiHg of booke, and the igoeiety has now a respe^ta* 
ble i<brafy of 600 voUimeA in the; different departt 
medls of scieiice and general literature. . The institu- 
tion is at preaent under the patronage of Captain 
Basil Hall, R.N,, who has bestowed on it several var 
luable donations ; and hi& ^ Address to the Students,^ 
which was printed last year, is charaicterized by th^ 
id^rterly Review, as by far the best and most appror 
priate that has been delivered to siinilar institutions.) 
Nearly ^akin to ittstrttctioQ, we may notice, that th« 
&at priotiAg-^resB was erected in the county, by 
Mr G. MUler, at Dunbar, in 1791^.* This esta^ 
biishmeot wa6 reiboved lo Haddington i|i 1804s iH^r 
der. the name of the East Lothian Printing-office, 
from itft:being a. moce central situation for the oaunty 
business. 



FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

The Sailors^ Boa^^ (now called " the Society of 
Sailors of the Port of Dunbar,'') existed in the seven* 
teenth century. In 1705, when the magistracy found 
it necessary to interfere, in consequence of its fdnds 
being dilapidated, it was said to have existed beyond 

* The Dunbar press was among the first in Scotland that issiie^ 
Cheap Tracts, at once of an amusing nature, and calculated to pro- 
mote the interests of rMiglon, virtue, aad.biunanityamoDg the lower 
orders ; which were successively followed up by the Cheap Magazine 
and Monthly Monitor, works by the same editor, and which, parti- 
cularly the fomier, had a most extensive circulation, (more than 
31^000 copies being printed of the first number,) and were highly 
9gfiov»^ jof by Ibe PbUtnt^rqpiat and otbec fi<93ri^wa. , 

8 



S56' filSTOKY OF DUKBAX; 

tibe tnemory of mam The magistrates^ who had then 
the poweF of sheriffship within themselves^ granted 
the society a new charter on the 15th September 1730: 
-The funds of the institution were originally derived 
firoDi a duty of eight pennies on the pound Scots^ 
out of all wages paid to the masters, mates, and sail- 
ors, frequenting the port ; but, in January 1807, a 
Dew supplement of by-laws was adopted more agreed 
abl^ to the times. For the purpose of encouraging 
the scienee of navigation, the society formeriy paid a 
salary of L.S sterling to- the matheniati<»l> teacher. 

As the other societies are in general conducted up- 
on the same principles as those of other places, it Will 
be sufficient merely to enumerate their names : 

INSTITimD. * 

Dunbar Mutual Aasistanee Society, .. • .. • IS05 
Industrious Savings Society, •••••• 1820 

Church-yard Association, ••••••• 18^1 

There wm a Parlih Watch aUblished aboat a jrc^t and ■ hilf hcfora^ 
^ jf anodatisii wai inftkutcd* 

Beneficent and Savings Society, ••.•... 1 82.4- 
Mutual Assistance and Savings SoGietjs, • • 1828 

The Dunbar Rtble^ Missionary and Tract Socie^ 
tyy. was instituted in December 18 1 S ; and a Sabbaih- 
school Society was formed, in 1S19 ;; but it is about 
forty years since Sunday schools were first establish-^ 
ed in the pliEice. 

PUBLIC CHAKITfESi 

The poor are chiefly paid by assessments on the he- 
ritors, agreeably to the valued rent of the parish, and 
by contributions at the church doors. Of this sunk 
the town pays one-sixth part, and the rest is made* 



Up punlj by th? landlord^ wd partly by the tex^antiu 
The only mortified money for the poor of the parish 
of jbunbar at present, is L.75, left by a person of the 
name of pinmng, and which ^um is in the hands of 
the town, who regularly pay the interest to the kirlf- 
session ; and the interest of 100 merks^ mortified by 
Lauder' of Beilmouth for the like benevolent purpose. 
Thece is a sum c£ 2000 doUars bequeathed to the 
old and indigent of this parish by the late Mr James 
Murray of New York, in America. There is also a 
sum of L.lOO, bequeathed by Mr William Hume for 
the benefit , of the sdhool at EaiSt Bams ; as also L.SO^ 
left by the Rev. George Bruce^ minister of Dunbar, 
for the same purpose. 

The assessment for the poor increased to an enor- 
jnous degree fiK>m 1790 till. Igj^X^ eix^fd vfhi^h period 
jit has decneased ; yet the >p90i: are equally Wiell a1^ 
^nded to as formerly, and, in 6ome respects, their 
circiim9tat>ce& bettered. 

T)^ Ladies* DestUuieSwk Soeieiy^ was established 
sX Punbar io iLSlS, and a Charity School in l&tS. ^ 
• • • > . ' . 

- SMI-KENT MEIC 

The parish df Daiibar has beea rafber didtin- 
ffui^ed fof loai'pf ^fiercantile jenterprise than of li- 
terary acquiremefits ; and amongst the former we 
may rank the Messrs Fall, who, during the last 
icentiiry, rose to great commercial importance^ and 
^hose names were well known in the principal ports of 
the Meditecranean and the Baltic. Some of this fami^ 
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Ijr, (which is now extinct,) served in the navy and in 
parliament, and had the political sway of the burgk 
fdr many years. 

The origin of the Falls has excited some specuto- 
tion, which does not appear to be founded in fact. 
We allude to the beautiful ballad of the gipsy chief: 

" The gypsiles they came to my Lord CMsillis' yett^ 

And O ! but tbey sang bonnie ; 
They sang sac; sweet, and sae complete* 

That down came our Csir Ladie, 

« • 

** ' I could sail the seas with ny Jockie Fao, 

I could sail the seas with my dearie : 
I could sail the seas with my Jockie Faa, 

And with pleasure could drown with my dearie.' ** . 

The next individual we have to notice, has dis- 
tinguished himself in the lighter paths of literature. . 
•BriCHARnjGrALL, a promising Scots poet, was bom at 
Linkhouse, near West Barns, in December 177&, 
where his fiilher exercised the profession of a notary. 
At five years of age^ Gall was sent to a school in 
Haddington^ where, as he states, on <' the dewj 
leas of the Tyne^ the bard first " breathed his hea* 
y^a-tau^t s^ng**' His parents being in poor cirenm- 
jtaaces, he was engaged itt the early age of eleven a« 
apprentice to his maternal uncle,, who was. a h6use- 
carpen^r ai^d builder^ and who was shortly after- . 
iwardjs. employed at Gosford-house. The drudgery 
of a profession purely mechanical, did not suit the 
J9^Pg po^Cs cUsposition, so relinquishing it for the 
business of a printer, h^ ^tered himself as an apii^ 
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prentice to the publisher of the Edhtburgh Ev'eiung 
Courant; but bi» new dccupalion, thoogb in some 
measure adapted to the purposes of fiteratufrey was at- 
tended with an engrossment of time incompatible with 
"stiidy. He, therefore, on the expiry of his appren* 
"tic^hip, engaged with his employer, Mr Ramsay, aa 
travelling clerk, and had then an opportunity of riew* 
ing the landscapes of his native land, and ^* gazing 
on nature with a poet'^s eye.^ 

Gall was on terms of inthnaey with Bums and 
Macneil, and lodged in the same house with Camp- 
bell, when the latter was preparing his exquisite poem 
of the Pleasures of Hope for publication. Some of 
our bard^s songs are ascribed to Burns, particularly 
his '^ Scenes of wo and scenes of pfeasure,^ which 
appeared in the character of Bums's '* Farewell to 
Ayrshire ;'* and " My only jo and dearie, O ?" was 
long a favourite, and deservedly popular. His larger 
poems scarcely possess the merit of his lyricid effli- 
ftions. He died at the premature age of XB years^ ia 
1801. 

moABs, 8ra 

The Great Post Road runs from east to west the 
whole length of the parish^ and is kept in excellent 
repair. There are three toll-bars ; one at Kirkhill, 
another at Belhaven, and the cross-bar at Click-im-in. 
' The first vehicle of the description of a stage-coacb> 
^hich journeyed between Dunbar and Edinburgh, 
-wks a caravan or covered oart, started by Duncan 
M^CoDocb^ vinteer in the burgh^ during the time of 
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.the c«B^» in 17S1* TJbi^ machiiie cairried six inside 
passen^rsy and performed its journej iu ope daj« and 
rejturaed the next. 

But the first stajge-^coacb, properly so called, exf 
elusively confined to run between Dunbar and Edin- 
jburgh^ WAS started by Mr Henry LmdUw^ in Octo- 
ber 1804. It was originally A four-seated light coach, 
which jeft Dunbar at 8 UKH^ning, and jcnned the 
East Lothian iong-coacb at Haddington at 10^ and 
reached Ediaburgh at half-past 12 o'clock. It xe* 
turned from Edinburgh the same day at 3. o'clock a& 
(ernoon, and reached Dunbar about 8. This has since 
been succeeded by a six-inside seated coach, which 
performs the journey much quicker. Another ^oach, 
called the Enterprise, started a few years ago, and 
now runs ^pgn alternate days, and at the aame houra 
with the former. The fares of both ooadies are 

* < • • # 

moderate; and they perform the journey with aa 
much ewedition as the London coaches. The Royal 
^ail, the Union, and the Berwick coaches, also pass 
^through Dunbar on their way to the metropohs^ 
There are likewise Berwick waggons and Edinburgh 
carriers twice a-week^fkad a J>uose carrier weekly. 

FILLAXSES. 

. . • • • • . 

The principal yillagee in the parish, are Selhaven^ 
West and East Barns, and Broxburn, The ancient 
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villages of Belton^ Hetherwick and Pinkertovt, fell to 
decay with theii: cbapeU, /md We beea. partly ,n^ 
moved to make room for i^cicultucal improvemenla, 
An aged ^ee ^ra solitary dovecot, is all tbat^Hov 



Tematns in some places to mark where the inmates of 
the onstead << laughM loud in the viiiage riog.^ 

Belhayen, which was originally the port of Dun^ 
bar, has still the appearance of a thriving village^ 
Its healthy situation renders it a good retreat for the 
valetudinarian ; and besides Winterfield, the seat of 
Captain R. Anderson, R.N. several villas have recently 
Been erected in its neighbourhood* The range o( 
houses immediately opposite Wiaterfield-park, arose 
with the barracks. 

A brewery has been long established here, and is stilt 
carried on to a considerable extent ; and a sfMnning^ 
mill was erected in I8O69 which is, however, for the 
present given up. After the removal of the military^ 
the artillery barracks, which were ntuated at Belhaven^ 
were purchased from government, and converted into 
a factory for cotton goods. This factory was esta* 
blished in 1815, and gave employment to two hun^ 
dred and fifty looms, and maintained a population 
of 1^0 people,. chiefly Irish; bi*t this estabUshment 
fell to decay on the disastrous termination of the East 
Lothian Bank. Belhaven is situated within the royal* 
ty of Dunbar, and gives tide to a Scottish baron.*> 

* Part of the lands in this neighbourhood belonged to tbe haaulf 
of Lauder of Bass. l» 1 74f5, the son of Lauder of Beilmoutb, took 
|»art in the.rebeNiOn, while his father, like the head of many other 
families, acted an equivocal part, and remained «^ homcb Particu* 
kir favour, it is said, was shewn b/ the rebels on- this account to the 
tenantry of West Barns and Belhaven. Young Beiknoutii was ta» 
ken at Carlisle and executed. Search was made for the laird, who 
by means of a concealment in his house^ (which was situated in 
B^lhAveo,) evaded. discoYcrj till the heat of pursuit was ofct» H* 



WssT BaAks is HjretpeGtable viUage, aad'has beea 
on the increase for some years. The patochnal school of 
Dunbar was established here in 1790* for the purpose' 
of acconsBiodating tins populous portion of the pariak 
A sottoQ and flax mill was erected in 1792> under 
expectations which were not realised. On its eAot 
biifihrnent, the cotton trade wa6 in a flourishing state) 
and^ from the number of young people it employedi 
it was hailed as a patriotic attempt at the time. Tbei^ 
is a flour mill at West Barns, to which the towa of 
Dunbar and some estates in the neighbourhood ^e 
thirled. A distillery was erected here in 1806. 
_ EIast Bajiks is chiefly a f^m* village^ where» as for« 
merly mentbned, thereis a respectable school,- This 
place is remariuble in the amalB of witchcraft, as 
beiiig the isesidienoe of Isobel Young, w^ of Geofge 
Smithy portiGBier in that Tiliage, wiio was oDHTicfeedi 
and burnt Ibr witchcraft in 1639.* It wiU scarcely 
be credited, that the dark' art was the general beVtgS 
of the same age that produced MilXop, and that tha 
most learned part of iiie comnnuiity joined with the 
most.iUiteEate in pearsecuting the deluded wretchea 
who weref accused of the crime. 

wm» « ftim Mi«ver in tbe dark seienai of Mtrology ; and, -wIkh 
•a a visit to IrelaR(|, endeaToured to read bit destinjr by meant m( 
the borosoop^ H^ waa buried at the foot of the pvlpit^tair ia 
Puabor old ohuroh. 

It majr be farther notioed, that, in consequence of' some dispula 
between the ovners and the crown^ a cargo of wine, vhitb lay in 
the iaird of Spott*s cellars, on the key of Dunbar* was earned off by 
Ibe rebels tan» c«r$mouie. 

: * Far Avoonciseiiceouttt of the wilcbet and xiMijplGitiMi of Fit it Trff 
«h]an» see St Baldred, p. SGti 
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Ok enterrog Dvmbftr parish by the Edinburgh 
road, Tyninghan-house, the seat of the earl of Had* 
dingtcm, appears the most conspicuous. This nmn- 
sjon, to which additions have been made by ten 
different earls, is a spacious building, and stands at 
the nu>uth of the Tyne, about five miles west froni 
Dunbar. Tyningfaam is justly celebrated for its 
extensive plantations, which cover at least 800 acres 
of ground. Old Evelyn, that prince of arborists, 
would have rejoiced in her gigantic hollys, spread- 
ing their broad prickly and varnished leaves, and 
stretching into ample avenues everlastingly green. 

South from Tyningham, Beil-house is situated in 
one of those beautiful secluded dells, which we so often 
meet with in Scotland, but which give no indication 
of their existence till we stand in the midst of their 
beauties. A few years ago, this elegant mansion 
was renovated in the Anglo-gothic or cathedral style^. 
with a square tower and handsome conservatory. In 
short, when we view its light velvet lawn, watered 
by the gentle Bele, which contrasts so finely with 
the dark umbrage of its lofty cedars and weeping cy- 
presses, together with its hanging-terraces, blooming 
with the rarest exotics, we cannot help considering this 
place as the beau ideal of a little oriental paradise. 

Lochend, the seat of the right honourable Sir 
George Warrender, Bart. M.P. is situated in , the 
immediate vicinity of Dunbar. An elegant new 
mansion, in the Anglo-gothic style of •architect ure, 
was erected in 1825. 
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There is little wood in the vicitiity of Dunbar, 
which gives the countrj in general a denuded ap- 
pearance ; but at Broxmouth-house» one of the seats 
pf the Duke of Roxburgh, there are some thriving 
plantations. 

Spott-house, the seat of James Sprott, Esq. is ro- 
mantically ^tuated on a precipitous rock, in a deep 
glen,,nearly a mile long, adorned with a variety of 
trees entwined with lichens and ivy. It c&mmaDds 
a delightful prospect of the rich coast of Lothian, with 
its lofty picturesque islands of the Bass and the May. 

PXESSMENNAN LAKE. 

The edges of the Lamraermoors are Bklrted with 
natural wood, chiefly of oak and hazel, which in many 
places conceal the most del^htful scenery. On the 
estate of Mrs Hamilton Nisbet of Beil, in the parish 
of Stenton, four small lochs have been united into a 
beautiful sheet of water, called Pressmennan Lake. 
It is about two miles in length ; but, from its seipeo* 
tine windings appears much longer, and averages 
400 yards in breadth. At noon, wiien *' the vertic 
sun intensely glows,^ this is, indeed, a sweet secluded 
spot, — ^the lofty banks covered with wood, and rising 
on either side, shut out every far off propect — ^nothing 
remains but the clear lake and the blue sky. Many 
parties of the gentle and the fair visit this place in 
summer, as the proprietor kindly allows them the use 
of a boat kept ready moored in the lake, with the ad- 
ditional liberty of walking in the plantations. 
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THE PEASE BRIDGE. 



I^^OQ thy lofty tenlu, no more are teen 

Th« Anglian waniain, in their red amy. 

Threading, with Somerset, the intricate way* 
Syrlakling widi burnished axnu thy coverts green ; 
AH now looks tranquil, save when the lark spoings 

Seared hy tile angler in the depths beneath. 
Or When the thundet growls long vales between* 

Like lions In the desert breathing death I 
Or when the blithe and ale-insplied swain, 

Drivesyer thy ponderous arch the loaden wain ; 
Or when the buaoom milk<nald homeward roves. 
Wafting her artless strains to the dark spreading gr(rvcs*«-lfS* FOElf' > 

The Pass of Feaths^ or, as it is now called. Pease, is 
a Tavine or wooded chasm, upwards of one hundred 
and sixty feet deep, about two miles east from Cock- ^ 
burnspath, on the old post road, leading by the Press 
ian to Berwick. The gentle river of Pease ^uns at 
its bottom, the banks of which are so steep, that they 
can only be descended in a winding direction, by in- 
tricate paths, i^om whence, it is said, the stupendous 
glen derives its name. During the border wars it 
presented an important obstacle to an invading army,' 
where the mountaineers hung round like mountain 
foxes watching their prey, till an opportunity occurred ' 
that they might slay them in detail. • 

On the. return of the English army, under the earl 
of Hertford, in 1544, from their desokting inroad into ' 
Scotland, we have the following account of their pas* ' 
sage of the Pease, in their way to Berwick : 

*' About two of the clock at afternoon, the suit 
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brake out, the fog went away, and a clear day wa9 
fefl us, whereof every man received as that were 
a new courage, longing lo see t4ie enemies, who being 
ready for us at the said passage, and seeing us come 
HI good order of battle, as men determined to pass 
through them, or to leave our bones with them, abode 
us but two shots x>f a faucon, but skaled every man 
his way to the high moutitaios, which wel'e hard at 
their hands, and covered wit!) Socks of their people; 
The passage was such, that having no lette, it was 
three hours before all the army could pas^ it. The 
same night, the army encamped at a pyie called Ran- 
ton (Renton,) viii miles from our borders, which pyle 
was a very ill neighbour to the garrison. of Berwick.' 
The same we razed, and threw down to thB grouzx/. 
The BGXt day, beiog the xvtti of May, the whole «r« 
my entered into Bei'wick, and ended this voyage ^th 
the loss vnaeth i>f forty of the kif^g'^s majfosty^s p<o- 
ple^ thanks be fca oifir liord.^* 

This importiM; pass is farther aotioeol in the dkirf 
of William PalteO, JLondbner, in his accwsittt.c^ €h# * 
duke of SoQ(ieir|et?s. expedition iolo Seodand, ib 1548 1 
** We marched «a Viii. mile tilLwa camie to a pfawe 
egUed the Peathl. It is a vattey :ruiiii»ig'fxom « ^L 
BiUe west, straight eastward nod ibward the m% ^i 
XX. skore broad fi:oin bank lo bank abcyve^ aada^v, 
slbore in- the bpttonij wherein xmns a little riivcpr ; to> 
steep be these hwmkB on eitherMde, and deep cf the* 
bpUonij^ tbat whc^^oeth ^tr«ghido#» shall be tn dan*^ 

« ** ExpedKsIon to Seot1aiide« under Uie conduit of thtt.earlof 
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get of tumbling : and the comer up so sure of pufSng 
and pain ; for remedy whereof, the travellers that 
way, have used to pass it, not by going directly, 
but by paths and foot-ways le£(ding slopewise, of the 
number of which paths, they call it, (somewhat nice- 
ly indeed,) the Peaths. A brute report a day or 
two before, was spread among us, that hereat the 
Scots were very busy a working, and bow here we 
should be stayed, and met withall by tl>ein ; where* 
unto I heard my lord's Grace vow, that he would 
put it in proof, for he would not step one foot out of 
his course appointed. At our coming, we found all 
in good peace ; howbeit, the side- ways on either side, 
most used for ease, were crossed and cut of in many 
places with the casting of trauers treches (transverse 
trenches,) not very deep, indeed, and rather some- 
what hindering, then utterly letting ; for whether \t 
were more for policy or diligence, (as I am sure nei- 
ther of both did want,) the ways by the pioneers were 
soon so well plainned, that our army, carriage, and 
ordnance, were quite set over soon after sunset^ and 
there as then we pight our camp.**' 

A bridge of four arches, 1^3 feet in height, waft 
buUt over this immense pass in 1785-86. Two of 
the arches rest on the banks of the chasm. The bridge 
is 30.0 feet long, and only 16 feet broad, and is pro* 
tected by an iron balustrade. 

, There is a view in Grose's Scottish Antiquities, 
drawn in 1788^ and another is extant, drawn by Mr 
Alexander Carse, an excellent painter, and a native 
of the neigbbourbood. 
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DUNGLASi CASTLE. 

Tvt citsde of Dunglas stood tm tli« w«6t side oF d 
rivulet which separates East Lothian from Bt^rwick* 
abirv, on the same spot where the elegant modem knan* 
SMMi, the seat of Sir James Hall, Bart, is now sittrnted. 
The battks of the streamlet are steep and rocky, clad 
with trees and verdure, through which a variety of 
^leflSunNwalks wind their devious course ; and at tb^ 
(diaMU, where the bridge spans the romantic glen, the 
iotnery affiyf ds a pretty good specimen of the stupen- 
d<MM Pease itk miniature. 

' . This fortlet was originally one of the many strong. 
Mds of the ^rls of Home, and still gives its title to 
Lord Dungks. AA:er the attainder and execution of 
Lotd Home in 1516, it appears occasionallj to faav^ 
becQl held by ^e Douglases : for, according to Pat- 
MH It was held by George Douglas during the ex. 
Jtoditiw of Somerset in 1548. Sir George Douglas, 
wIm y^as skin at the eftsuing battle of Pinkie, was 
brother to the earl of Angws, who, iafiter his banish- 
MMt from the court, had retired to the borders. 

Ftttten relates, that while the army was passing tht^ 
Pease, '*my lord^ Grace, willing to losip no time, and 
than the eoennes as wd) by deed as by brute, should 
know he was come, sent an tierald to summon a ca^e 
ofiSfifQfigs Douglas, called Donglas, that stood. at the 
e«d of i\H same valley nearer the sea, and a mile ftom 
tba ptaco olF^ir pasisage. The tapfuin thereof, Mat- 
thew Hume, a brother's son of the Lord HtimeV, tipon ' 



• ttiif mjin&ions, required to speak wWi my lord's Grade. 
' It was granted, and he came. To whom, quoth hfis 

Graee, since it cannot bfe but that ye must be wittirig 

• both of our coming into theee parts, and of our pro- 
elamation sent hither before, and proclaimed afso^tnce, 
and ye have not yet come to us, but keep this holde 

< thus, we have cause to take you as our mere enemjr. 
' And, tbeFeforCj^ be ye at this choice, (for we will take 

• Hone avantage of your being here now,) whether ye 
-and your company will render your holde and stande, 

body and goods, at the-order of our will, or else to 
he set in it again as ye were^ and we will assay to 
fVnn k as we ean. The captain, being about this rid- 
vdte brought in great doubt what answer well to mak^, 
sand whether beslto do, at last strucken with the fear 
-ef cruelty that by stubbornness he should well deserr^, 
iind moved again with the hope of mercy, that by sub- 
inission he might hap to have, was content to render 
nH at his Grace's pleasure, and thereupon command* 
«d to fetch his company, returned to the castle* lin 
'^e time- of tarrying for fetching his guard, wc saw 
ouf ships, with good gale and order, fair sailing into 
their Firth, which is a great arm of the sea, and run^ 
neth westward into their country above itii. scoiie 
tnile. Upon this standeth Leitb, Blackness, Stirlmg, 
iand Saint Jho's road, and all the best towns else ih 
the south part of Scotland. This captain eame and 
brought with him his band to my lord^ Grace, whkik 
was of xxi. sober soldiers, all so apparelled and ap^ 
pointed, that, so God help me, (I will say it for n^ 
|MMiise^) I never saw such a buQch ^f beggars coma 
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out of one house together in my life. The capUttn 
and vi. of the worshipful of the company, were stay- 
ed and commanded to the keeping of the Provost 
Marshal, nipre (hardly) to take Munday'^s handsell, 
then for hope of avantage ; the residue were licensed 
to go their gate with this lesson^ that if they were 
ever known to practise or do ought agaicst the army, 
. while it was in the country, and thereupon taken, 
. they should be sure to be hanged. After this sur- 
render, my Lord John Gray, being captain of a num- 
ber, (as for his approved worthiness right well he 
. mighty) was appointed to seize and take possession of 
the manor, with all and singular the appurtenances, 
in and to the same belonging,, with whom (as it hapi) 
.it was nay chance to go thither. The spoil was not 
rich sure ; but of white bread, oaten cakes, and Scot- 
tish ale, whereof was indifferent good store, and dooi^ 
. bestowed among my lord'^s soldiers accordingly. As 
.for swords, bucklers, pikes, pots, pans, yarn, linen, 
'hemp« and heaps of such baggage beside, were scant 
•stoopt for, and very liberally let alone 4 but yet sure 
it would have rued any good housewife'^s hearty to 
.have beholden the great unmerciful murder that our 
<men niade of the brood geese and good laying hens 
that were slain there that day, which the wives of the 
town had pend up in holes in the stables and cellars 
of the castle, ere we caipe. In this meantime^ my 
lord^s Grace appointed the house should be over* 
thrown ; whereupon the captain of the pioneers, with 
a iiiC. of his labourers, were sent down to it, whom he 
i^traight set a digging about the foundation. In th^ 
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town of Dunglas, (the which we left unspoiled and 
uaburoedy) we understood of tlie wives^ (for their 
husbands were not at home,) that it was George Dou- 
glases devise and cpst, to cast these cross trenches at 
the Peaths, and stood him in iiii. Scottish L,, which 
is as much sterling as iiii. good English crotvns of 
V.^. a piece ; a mete reward for such a work." 

Next day. Patten continues, ** Our pioneers were 
early at their work again about the castle, whose 
wails were so thick, and foundation so deep, and there 
too set upon so craggy A plot, that it was not any 
easy matter soon to underdig them ; our army dis- 
lodged and march on.*** 

After the destruction of DangTas, it was probably 
rebuilt and enlarged in a manner surpassing its an- 
cient bearing ; for, in 1608, it was sufficient to lodge 
James VI. and his whole retinue, when on his jour- 
ney to London; and, on his return, in 1617% he y^R9 
Welcomed by the Jifiises Dungiasides, 

In 1640, the earl of Haddington, and sev^eral of 
(he neighbouring gentlemen, who had joined the co- 
venanters, took possession of Dunglas castle, for thef 
purpose of watching the garrison of Berwick. His 
hirdship, having received a letter from General Les-' 
)iey was standing in the courtyard reading it to the 
company, when the powder-magazine blew up, ancF 
ene of the side- wails foiling, overwhelmed his lordship 
and bis auditors, who all perished in the ruins. Scot- 
vtarvet states, that a report prevailed, that the deed wav 
effected by a fiiitfaless page« who, having thrust a ht)t 
ifonmto a barxel of gunpowder, perished wHfa the rest J 



INNERWICK AND THORNTOX 

CASTLES. 

The castle uf Innerwick belonged to a younger 
branch of the ducal family of Hamiltoi], who were 
thence styled Hamiltons of Inner wick ; and produced 
that eminent lawyer and statesman^ Sir Thomas Ha- 
milton, who acquired an immense fortune, and found- 
ed the earldom of Haddington. It is a ruinous for<« 
tress^ romaiitically situated on the edge of a rocky 
glen, and was only divided by a small rivulet from 
the fortlet.of Thornton, which is now entirely obli- 
terated. Of these fortalices, according to Miyor,, 
there were two in every league, le3S calculated 
for defence in any serious insurrection^ than to de^ 
fend the borderers from any sudden attack; and 
these two fortlets, that stood like haughty veterans^ 
front to front, as if frowning defiance, were evidently 
built for the very different purpose of mutual protect 
tion. 

White a portion of the miners were sapping the 
ctubborn walls of Dunglas, the army having march- 
ed on. Patten observes : " In the way we should go,, 
a mile and a half from Dunglas northward, there 
were two pyles or holdes, Thornton and Inderwicke^ 
set both on craggy foundation, and divided a stone's, 
cast asunder, by a deep gut wherein ran a little rivei;* 
Thornton belonged to the Lord Hume, and was kept 
then by one Tom Trotter ^ wber^unto my lord's Gjntt^ , 
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.overnight, for sammons, sent Somerset, his herald, to* 
ward whom iiii. or v. of his captaiQ''s prikkers, with 
.their gaddes ready charged,did right hastily direct their 
course ; but Trotter both honestly defended the he«> 
raid, and sharply rebuked his men ; and said for the 
summons he would come speak with my lovd's Grace 
himself; noth withstanding he came not, but straight 
lockt up xvi. poor souls, like the soldiers of Dungias, 
fast within the house, took the keys with him, and 
commanding them they should defend the house, and 
tarry within, (as they could not get out,) till his re» 
turn, which should be on the morrow, with munition 
and relief, he with bis prikkers prikt quite his ways» 
** Innerwick pertained to the lord of Hambleton 
(Hamilton,) and was kept by bis son and heir, (whom 
of custom they call the Master of Hamilton,) and an 
viii. more with him, gentlemen for the most part, a» 
we beard say. My lord^s Grace, at hi^ coming nigl^ 
tent unto both these pyles, which .upon summons ro* 
fusing to surreoder, were straight assailed. Thorn* 
ton, by battery of iiii^ of our great pieces of ordnanc^ 
and certain of Sir Peter Mewtus hakbutters to. Watch 
the loop-holes and windows on all. sides, «nd Inner* 
wick by a sort of the same hakbutters alone, wbo so 
well bestirred them, that where these keeperjs had 
rammed up their outer doord, cloyd add stQpped'up 
their stairs within, and kept themselves aloft for de^ 
fence of their house about the battlements, the habr 
butters gat in, and fired them underneath ;. whetebj 
being greatly troubled with smoke and smother, and 
luNMigbtin desperation of defence^ they called pitifuk 
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iy o/f^ the walFs to my lord's Grace for mercy ; ^¥rh(H 
tioCwithstandiag their great obstinacy, and the eiisam- 
)>le other of the enemies might have had by their pu* 
iHshmenty of his noble generosity, and by these vords, 
ynaking half excuse for ihem, (Men may sometimes 
do that hastily in a gere, whereof, after, they may 
soon repent ihem,) did take them to grace, and there# 
fore sent one straight to them. But ere the me^sen* 
ger came, the liakbutters had got up to them, and 
killed Tiii. of them aloft ; one leapt over the walls^ 
and running more than a furlong after^ was slain 
without in a water. AU this while, at Thornton, ouf^ 
assault and their defiance was stoutly continued ; but 
wall peroeiving, how on the tone side they were bat- 
teredi mined on the other, kept in wkh hakbtttter$ 
found about, and some of our men within atso, occu« 
pyiag alt the house under them, (for they had like^ 
wiae shopt up themselves in the highest of thetr 
bouse,) and so to do nothing inward or outward, 
neither by riiootingof base, (wherebf they had but one 
or two,) nor tumbling of stones, (the things of tbeif 
isbief anm^nce,) whereby they might be able an^ 
while to vesist our powei^ or save themselves^ they 
piueked in a banner that afore they bad sat out in de^ 
fiance, and puts out over the walln, a white linen clout 
tied on n sticks end, crying all with one tune iSor mer« 
ef ; but having answer by the whole voice of the as-^ 
sailers, they were traitors, and it was' too late, tbeyi 
plucked itt their stick, and stncked up the banner of 
ilcAaoce again, shot of hurled stones, aod did iriial 
ebs thf J oofddi with great courage of tbeit siid^^ and. 
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- little hurt of ours. Yet then, After^being assured bj 
; our earnesty, that we bad vowed the winning of their 
holde before our departure, and then, that their ob- 
' stinaey could deserve no less than death, plucked in 
their banner once again, and cried upoii mercy ; and 
, being generally answered, Nay, nay, look never for it, 
, for ye are arrant traitors ; then made they a petitioO, 
that if they should Heeds diet, yet that my lord^s 
Grace would be so good to them as. they might be 
hanged, whereby they might somewhat reconcile them- 
: selves to God ward, apd not to die in malice with so 
great danger of tl>eir souls: a policy sure, in Tt\y 
.mind, though but of gross heddes,. yet of a fine d^- 
'. vice. Sir Miles Partrick being nigh about this pyle at 
^this time,^ and spying one in a red doublet, did gu^ss 
he should be i^n Englishman, and therefore ^^me aiid 
furthered this petition to my lord's Grace the rather, 
which then took effect. They came and humbled 
' themselves to his Grace, whereupon, ivithout more 
hurt, they were but commanded to the Provost Mar'- 
shal. It is somewhat here to consider, I know not 
."whether the destiny or hap of man''s life, the more 
'Worthy men, the less ofienders, and. more in the 
judge's grace, were slain ; and the beggars, the obsti- 
nate rebels, that deserved nought but cruelty, were 
, saved. To say on now, the house wa& soon after so 
,blown with powder, that more than the one half fell 
straight down to rubbish and dust, the rest stood all 
to be shaken with riftes and chynkes« 

<^ Innerwick was burned, and all the houses of of- 
fice, and stacks of corn about them both. While thia 



was thus ia hand, mj lord'^s Grace, ki turning but 
about, flaw the fall of Dungkisr, which likewise was^ 
undermined and blown with powder. 

'* The semUaiice and sign, wherebj a stranger 
might discern a villain from a gentleman, was not 
' among them to be seen I Not one with ather chain,, 
broach^ riog, or garmeotof «lk, that I oouki see,. 
aniy chains of latten drawn lour or five times along 
the thigh) of their hosen and doublet; sleeves ibr eut- 
-tiDg; and of that s<N-t I saw m^ny.'^. 

There is a view of Innerwick eastle in &f08e^s^ 
Antiquities, drawn in 1789; and in the Pfovtocial 
Antiquities, drawn bj the Rev. J^ Thomson, in ISStfL 

A considerabte pcvtion of the north-west part of 
the wail fell suddenly in the summer of 18i(S^ aiHL 
seariy buried some people in ita ruinSi. 

NOTE, 

KfAa BniB»t0n« in tii« pariah of laotrwial, 9fi s MU» • Ik^ 

aboira tb« brid^e^ vulgarly called M4mken*9i but pxoperly Edwiin*s 

bridge, 8tood». what Ossiaa would bav« called, the ' *' four grey 

'ftoiief,** to maflL the burial place of Edwin, prince of Niorthumbrfa, 

wb» waa Mllad aad buried in a fteld ia tb« nelgbboiirhoo^ It- waa 

:ftlM same fiiwtii, wha gvn hia name t» Edinburgh. 1% ia mucsb l» . 

>a K&grattad, that the$e atomes were reiiw>vad for agricultaral pur* 

poses, befere the revareud gentleman, from whom the author had th^ 

above inibrmation, had an opportunity of exploring the spot, 

In a field, near Brybum-bridge, on the fkrm of Skateraw, two 
toflna war* bHtely discov«vad» oontaioiBg a dagger iod a riag« 



COCKBITRNSPATH TOWER. 

The ruins of this fortalice stand upon an «ngle pf 
the high-way, a short distance east from CockburnSf 
path, and overlooks a deep woody glen and a small 
rivulet of water. It was evidently built to protect 
this pass, which has now a bridge over it. 

In the words of Grose, << the castle consists of a 
small strong square tower of rough stone, having a 
circular staircase in its south-west angle. Adjoining 
to its southernmost side is a gate with a circular arch ; 
on entering it, on the right hand, are a number of 
vaulted buildings, all in ruins. If the appellation of 
Cockburn's Path, by which it is at present called^ is 
a corruption of Colbrand's Path, this was once a place 
of great note and consequence.^ 

So early as 1073, this fortress belonged to the carls 
of Dunbar and March ; and, from its situation, was 
considered one of the keys of the kingdom. 

In 1488, James III. having proposed to annex the 
earldoms of March and Annandale, with the baronies 
of Dunbar and Colbrand'^s Path to the crown, excitt> 
ed a revolt among the border chieftains^ which led 
t6 a rebellion in which the king was slain. 

This tower is now the property of Sir James Hall, 
Bart, of Dunglas, late president of the Royal So- 
ciety,— -« gentleman distinguished for his skill in geo- 
logical science, and for his knowledge of our early 
architecture. There is a view in Grose^s Antiquities, 
drawn in 1789. 



FAST CASl^LE. 

•t 

Fast Castle is situated on. the verge of a lofty rocic, 
that overhangs the German ocean, near St Abb^s 
Head. It is a moderate tower, surrounded by flank- 
ing walls, only accessible by one path^ which is but a 
few feet wide, bordered by frowning precipices, . It 
was an ancient fortress of tne earls of Hume. In 
14j10, it was held by Thomas Hplden, who had long 
infested the country by his pillaging excursions, with 
an English garrison, when Patrick, second son of the 
carl of Dunbar, with a hundred followers took the 
castle, and captured the governor. 

According to Holinshed, Fast Castle again fell in- 
to the hands of the English, till it was recovered by the 
following stratagem in 1548 : «* The captain of Fast 
Castle had commanded the husbandmen adjoining to 
bring thither at a certain day great store of victuals, 
the young men thereabouts having that occasion, as- 
sembled thither at the day appointed, who taking 
their burdens from tlieir horses, and laying them on 
their shoulders were allowed to pass the bridge, which 
joined two high rocks, into the castle, where Jaying* 
down that which they brought, they suddenly, by a 
sign given, set upon the keepers of the gate, sle# 
them, and before the other Englishmen could be as- 
sembled, possessed the other places, weapons, and ar- 
tillery of the castle, and then receiving the rest of th^ 



hkfmpaay iiifto the fiame, tlxrough the Mme:great and 
open gate, they wholly kept aod eiyoy^d the ca^e 
'for their eountryfnes.^ 

So impregnable was this Httk eaglets nest of war, 

that Sir Nicolas Throg m orton charaeterices it as .a 

place ^ fitter to lodge, prisoners than fdrk^ Ht libcft'ty 4^ 

i^nd) in iS79, when only tenanted by t^n Scots, Dru** 

-^¥y, tharshal of Berwick^ after taking Home Castle, 

-w^s sent to invest it with '2Q00 men, it bring the next 

principal ptabe that belonged to Lord Home. It 

sUtYetidered ^ the lirst i^mmons to thfs formidable 

' host t and wa^ garrisoned by an equally small nuQ9« 

-6er of 'ISngTish, which, fiom the strength bf Its situ* 

'atton,wei*e considered a snffident protioction against 

the .power of Scotland, 

Bv^en after W ciessation of arms bad been agreed 

^on by Elieabeth and Mary^s rebellious lord$, English 

^rrisoAs were kept in Home and Fast Castles, 

^^n the ptea that Lord Home maintained the English 

Rebels, and assisted them in invadinj^ their country ; 

~and that these fortresses should be so held till resti- 

• ttitton was made by his lordship for the injury sus- 

. » ' - . . . ^ 

* Sir Nicolas Throgmorton, the English ambassador, thus writea 
?|» Secretaiy Cecil : 

'* SiB,-^ As you might perceive by my letter of the 1 Ith July, 1 

lodged at Fast Castle that night, ietccompanied wKfa the I^rd fluMe, 

the Lord of Ledington, and James Melvin, where I was intreated 

* Very well, according to the itdte ortfae JjISce, Wtilcfiisfittw tdlddge 

piisoners thAn folks at Kberty ; as 4t'ili te#y ♦Utile, tm> it is. riftj 

strong. - 

•* By my next I bdiJ«*to'8endybu thfebtoikltwicladWby'^Hamil. 
ion, Argyie, Huntly» and thtft Mtion^ ttt)f soli^ah W4h&i^r^udic« 
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tained ; but it was agreed, that these garrisons sboukl 
codHDit no hostilities. 

" In the reign of James VI." says Sir Walter Scott, 
*' Fast Castle became the appropriate stronghold of 
obe of the darkest characters of that dark age, the 
celebrated Logan of Restalrig. There is a contract 
existing in the charter«chest of Lord Napier, betwixt 
Logan and a very opposite character, the celebrated in- 
ventor of the logarithms, the terms of which are ex- 
tremely «nguiar. The paper is dated, July IGQis, and 
sets forth, * Forasmuch as there were old reports and 
appearances that a sum of money was hid wkhin John 
Logan^s house of Fast Castle, John Napier should do 
his utmost diligence to search and seek out, and by 
all craft and ingine to find out the sa^ie; and, by the 
grace of God, diall either find out the same, or make 
it sure that no such thing has been there*^ For -his 
reward he was to have the exact third of what was 
found, and to be safely guarded by Logan back to 
Edinburgh. And in case he should find nothing, 
after all trial and diligence taken, he refers the sati^ 
f action of his travel and pains to the discretion 
of Logan.*"* So much for the credulity of philoso- 
phers. 

J-.ogan was next engaged in the mysterious plot 
of the Gowiie conspiracy. It was proposed to force 

«f tbe lords of £dinburgb, as that which was sent into France : 
Thoft having no mofie Jetsure, but compelled to leap on horseback 
with the lords to go to Edinburgh, I humbly taka mj leaTO i>( 
you/frpm Fast Castle, the 12th of July 15S7.*' 

* ProtinciKl Ant. vol. ii. p. 190. . v 
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t^e king into a boat from th6 bottom of the. garden 
of Gowrie-house, and thence conduct him by sei^ 
to the ruffian^s castle on the shores of Berwickshire^ 
there to await the disposal of Elizabeth or of the con- 
spirators. ' ■ 'r 
Logan's connection with this affair was not known • 
till nine years after his death, when the correspondence 
betwixt him and the earl of Gowrie w^s discovered 
in the possession of Sprott, a notary public, wlio had 
stolen them from one John Bour, to whom they were 
entrusted. Logan^s letters are distted GunVgreenj a 
place near Eyemoutlk* The barony of Dirleton was 
to be his reward for these iniquitous services. 

• t< ]vfy Lord,—- YOU may easily understand, that such a purpose a* 
your; lordship intendetb, cannot be done rashly, but with deliberation.' 
And I think, for ihyself, it were most meet to have the men your 
lordship cpeaks of ready in a boat or bark^ and address them as if 
they were ticking pastime on the sea on sucfi fair sumifier tiroeJ 
Aad if your lordship could think good; either yourself to eome to' 
iby house at Fast Castle by sea, or to send your brother, T should 
Have the place very quiet and well provided, afler ybur lordship^s ad«' 
il^ertisement ; where wc shall have no scant of the best venison can 
be had in England; And if your lordship doubt of safe landing, I 
•ball provide all siich necessaries as may serve for your arrival with- 
in a flight shot of the house; and persuade your lordship you stmlt 
be as sure and quiet here, while we have settled"' our plo^ as if jroa 
#ere in your own diamber ; for Ltrnst, and am assured, we shall 
bear word in: a few days from them your lordship knoweth of; for 
I have care to see what ships come home by. Your lordship knowr^ 
eth I have kept the Lord Bothwell quietly in this house in hit great- 
est extremity, say both king and council what they liked. I hdpc, 
if all things come to pass,, aa I trust they shall, to have both your 
Wrdship and bis lordship at one good dinner before Idle, ffae 

3 



Sprott was executed, and mi^iitaiiied Ike trutb of; 
tkefte documents oa the seaflblcly clappag bis bands . 
ibree times in the death struggle, aft a proof of his; 
veracity. Logan was eoademaed for b^b treason, 
even after his death, his bones having been brought^, 
into court for that purpose. 

Fast Castle now belongs, to Siv Jamfi HaU of* 
Dunglas, Bart 

ja9W, to anipste four lordship \ J dwbt no^ but afl things viU h^ 

- 'mm 

w^Il. And I am resolved whereof your lordship shaQ not douht ; 
yea, to peril life* land, honour and goods ; yea, the hasard of IkeUf 
ttiiall not affiray me from that ; yea, although the seafibld wer^' 
already set* up.- Tbe^soonev the siatt«r ^wera. done it !>«» thi4 
hcUer ; for the king's buck-hunting will be shortly, and I hope i^ 
ijiall prepare some dainty cheer for us to dine against the next 
year." 

4ud, in another letter, he Qontinues, ** I think all mattery i^'atf 
bt concluded at my bouse of Fast Castle ; for I and Mr Alexiwdei^ ' 
RutlLVQn concluded, that ye should come with him and bis lordship^]^ 
gnd only another man with you, intil one of thegteat ^hing boafta 
by sea to my house, wbere ye sliall land as safely as on Leith shore ; 
and when you are but half a mile from the shore, as it were passiiig 
^y the house, to gar set forth a wqffi I think there is none of a noble 
^eart» or eavry & stomach worth a penny, but they would be cont#ni 
and glad lo see a contented revenge of GreysteiVs death^^ Mean-* 
jng the earl pf Gowrie, who bad obtained thai chivalrous epithet for 
|iis pecsonal brawery, 
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THE BASS ROCK. 

*' The fierce Dane 
Upon the ewtern (Xriut of LotfiUn landed. 
' Xeikr to tfaM i^ace where the aearrock immenee/ 
Amwdng Bmu, looks o'or a tetile land.*— HOMfi'S DOUGLAS ' 

This romamie island is situated at a little distasice 
from the shore of East Lothian, nearly opposite the 
fishing village of Canty bay, and about three miles east 
from Korth Berwick. Few scenes can be more pic^ 
tiiresque or beautiful. On the east, the inassy tower» 
of Taotallan castle frown on the edger of the beetling 
cliff; while, on the west, we behold the conical hill of 
North Berwick Law, clad with verdure to it» very, 
summit^ rising 860 feet above the level of the sea, 
and the Bass itself, rising above 400 feet above the 
surface of tlie German ocean, and covered with wa* 
ter-fowl of almost every variety of plumage. 

Boece describes the Bass as ** ane wounderful crag, 
risapd within the see, with sa narro and strait hals 
(passage,) that na schip nor bait may arrive hot aU 
laneriie at ane part of it,«-runwtnDabill be ingine of 
man. In it ar coves, als profitable for defence of men, 
as they were biggit Tie crafty industry."* The same 
description ia still applicable to the Bass. It is inac- 
cessible except by a narrow passage on the south-west^ 
The base of the rock is computed to be an English 
xnile in circumference. From the depth of the water, 
extending from 30 to 40 fathoms, its entire height 
may be estimated at 606 feet. A cavern runs through 
the rock from east to west, .which maybe explored 
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at ebb-tide. It in dark in the centre, where there b 
a^deep pool. Wbiie $aifing on the wesl*Mde of the 
rock, opposite the opening of this cove, it is delight* 
ful to contemplate its sublinie scenery. : The rock 
appears piled in tremendous masses, wfalife myriads 
of birds sit secure on their lofty perches. The side 
6r the rock next the shore, is of a conical shape, btil 
much flater, and resembling the formation of Tr«- 
preile rather than that of North Berwick Lavi^. 

Having described the appearance of the Bass, we 
shall inc^uire a little into its history. During the preda- 
tory warfare of the Piets, the islands of the sea wem 
the retreats of the pious, both as a measure of safety, 
and also that they might be near the spm where they 
wished to pursue their missionary labours^ So early 
as the end of the sixth century, the venerable BaU' 
dred, the disciple of Kentigern or St Mungo^ the tu- 
telary saint of Glasgow, took up his abode in this sofu 
tude. 

This roek appears originally to have belonged to 
the bishoprick of St Andrews; for, in 1816, Robert 
Lauder obtained a charter for one half of the island 
from William de Lambert, bishop of St Andrews, 
which s}>ewsy at least, that she claimed the superiori- 
ty; and, in 1491, Agnes Fawlaw^ wife of Robert 
Lauder of Bass, granted an annuity of 15 merks f(^r 
Supporting a chaplain at the Virgm Mary^s altar ia 
St Andrew's kirk. North Berwick, which was confirm- 
ed by James IV. 

* In 14015, the Bass sheltered James, the infant heir 
ii Robert 1 11.^ when it was judged expedient to tend 
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Iniii to France as ft security agaitist the dark iiUeftv 
Ucms of\tbe duke of Albany, Heary Sinclaip, ear4 
of Orkney, was appointed the priQ<:e^s guardian m^ 
tins voyage, and a ship was ordered to thf Bass u> rf* 
0;.ive the exile ; hut he had only proceeded so far a»: 
Flamborough-head, when be was captured i>y tba 
£i]glish, and nineteen years elapsed before Jame#: 
saw tlie end of his captivity. 

Beague, a Freoeh officer, gives the- fpHowing de- 
scription of the Bass in 1550, which he very signifk 
cantly calls. The Isle of Goose:' ^' The island is so 
axorbitantiy uneven, that till one reaeh the wall of the 
castle, be cannot have sure footing in any one place r 
so that, as I have often observed, those that enter iu 
nust climb up by. the help of a strong cable throwa^ 
down for the purpose; and when they have got With 
much ado to the foot of the wall, they sit down in m 
wide basket, and in this posture are mounted up by 
strength of hands. There is no getting into this 
wonderful fortress by any other m&aiis. Formerly it 
had a postern-gate which facilitated the entry ; but> 
it is now thrown down, and fortified in sueh a manner 
as is incredible.'* This authority farther states, that 
the garrison eonsisted of ISO men ; and he bad tli0 
eredulity to believe» with many others, that they sub^i' 
sisted on the fish the solan geese brought to the island^ 
and had no other firing but th^ sticks with which 
they built their nests. 

.^ James VI.. seems to have been anxious to obta)p> 
this " rock immense*^ at any price, and oflTered the 
laixd what he might please to ask for it, upon winch 
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Lauder replied : " Yotir majesty must e'en resign it^ 
to me; (oi Til have the auld crag back again.^ In' 
the wars between Mary and her son, the Regent- 
Murray is represented as desirous to strengthen hi»' 
party by the possesion of the Bass. The family of 
Lauder having merged into that of Lauder of Beil- ^ 
mouth, the island passed into the liands of Sir Alex^ 
ander Ramsay, from whom it was purchased by the^ 
crown in 1671, for L.4000 sterling, and converted 
into a state prison, where the western Covenanters or^ 
Gameronians, and others accused of treason during, 
the arbitrary reigns of Charles XL and James VIU 
were confined. The earl of Lauderdale was appoint*> 
ed captain of the Bass, which was garrisoned by- 
eighteen soldiers, besides officers. Betwixt the years* 
1678 and 1684, no fewer than fifty, if not more, mi- 
nisters and gentlemen were incarcerated here, for 
holding or attending conventicles and field preaeb-^ 
ings. 

• This solitary fortress was the last plaee that held 
out for the Stuart dynasty in Great Britain. It wa9 
defended by a gallant officer, David, third son of 
James Blair of Ardbliair, who afterwards jtnned his: 
royal master in Francey where he died. After the- 
Revolution a desperate band of pirates maiintaiQed,.: 
possession of it till 1694**^ 

* The following- letter, fVom the lord cEanceUor Tweeddalc, it'ficpy : 
senred in the bur^h archives of Dunbar t ->•:.; 

<* roa BAiLLns fall avd naxwooo, rKsnii^f MiActtrmATtsor jdvnbah^ 

" Ediw,, the 8. Feby, 169S. 

*'*^ Sfas, — Hayeiog aequenied the Frivie Counsel 1 of your cair and 
driigeace in seaAing tb« veasell and aprehending the f^eamen, wha- 
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The nev government an^ardedl the oommaud of the. 
plaoe to Fletcher of Sal ton ; and, on the demolition^ 
of the castle, the island was bestowed by the crown 
on Sic James Dairy mple, lord President of the Court, 
of Session, to whom the neighbouring barony belong? 
ed. It is now the property of his descendant, Sir H«, 
p. JEiamilton^ Bart. 

, A view of the fortifications of the Bass is preseryed. 
i^ Sleser^Gi Theatrum ScoUs^. They consisted of % 
ciirtaip and four square towers. The governor's hpuse. 

ai|d barracks were sit^uated ^n the west side, and that, 

•• » • . . . 

part of the building sitviated on the east wa& a prison^, 
Nearly c^posite it» was the crane bastion or landing 
place, whioh bristled witl^ three guns. Behind the. 
r^mp^rts, which still remain, the ascent is, by tinree. 
flight of stairs, each of which is protected by fi stron^^ 
^ate. About ha)f way up the rock, a little below the. 
old garden are the remains of a chapel pretty entirely 
ip which the ammunition of the garrison was kept^ 

The moist r^mar)(iible inhabitant of the Bass, is thcf 
gant>et, or solan goose, }t resembles the corinprant^ 
%n4 pelican, bofh in its manner of fishings by divjng 
from a great height, and tbe metbqd of ^^euring it^ 

had bmi witir coaHi atthe Bats,- and- came into youHiarb^ury'aner* 
and your examinatiune of them whereby some discoTery is maid of 
vnor persons consei'ned, who are all now under examination. The 
Cetinsell wer pleased to order me to retume you the thanks of the 
bo:ird for this testimony of your good a£^ctione to the government.. 
A ad J am your afii^tiooat friend, 

^ TviBB»AM> ceacri.**' 
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prey in a dilatable pouch, of sufficient size to contaia 
four or five herrings. 

Daniel de Foe, in his tour through Great Britain^ 
made the following shrewd observation : '* Their lay* 
ing but one eggi which sticks fast to the rock, and 
will not fall off, unless pulled off by force, and then 
not to be stuck on again, though we thought them' 
fictions, yel being there at the season, we found true^ 
aiid also their hatching by holding the egg fast in 
their foot What Nature meant by giving these sin^ 
gularities to a creature, that has nothing else in it 

1 

worth notice, we cannot determine." 

The Bass pays annually twelve geese to the church 

of North Berwick as part of the minister's stipend^ 

and two to the schoolmaster. The birds are sold with-^^ 

■« 

out the feathers at 9d. each. The annual rent of the: 
rock for the birds alone is L.SO; and the pasturage^' 
which feeds SI sheep, is let at L.IO. 

The best season for visiting the Bass is during the 
iticubatioh of the geese, in the months of June and 
July ; and the most propitious time is shortly after: 
mnrise, when the waves are calm and the greatest va-- 
riety of Inrds to be seen.* 

« Wv • fiuthft account of tho B«s% teo Sc Baldred, p.$$i 



THE ISLE OF MAY^ 

«• And now we gdn the If Af, whoM midnlfl^t Vf M 

][,ike mtal viivin's ofiieringB undecay'd* 

To marinen bervildn'd acts the palt 

Of locial friendship, guiding those that err ' 

With kindly radiance to their destined port. 

SvcH was the apostrophe of Ferguson the poet, to 
the island of May, in his expedition to that place, on 
board the Blessed Endeavour of Dunbar, Captain 
Roxburgh, commander. 

The isle of May lies at rather too great a distance 
from Dunbar, to be visited with any degree of plea- 
sure in an open boat; but as parties sometimes take 
a voyage thither in summer, a short account of it 
may not be unacceptable* 

David I. founded a monastery on the island for 
the monks of Beading in Yorkshire, to whom it o- 
riginally belonged, and dedicated his benefaction to 
^ all the saints.^ It was afterwards consecrated to 
St Adrian, who ^long with Glodian, Gains (or a* 
' t}thers write Monanus,) archdeacon of St Andrews, 
and bishop of Stofbrand, was martyred here by th« 
Danes. 

It was afterwards purchased from the abbot of 
Beading by William Lamberton, bishop of St An- 
drews, who bestowed it on the canons regular of his 
cathedral, notwithstanding the remonstrance of king 
£dward, who was displeased with the transaction. 
Although endowed to all the saints, the monastery 
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has suffered the fate of all terresCriid things, for mit 
a Yestage remains. 

The May was granted in feu 4>y Charles I. to 
Cunningham of Burnsi for erecting a light->house for 
the benefiti of mariners. A tower of forty feet was 
built for that purpose. The first builder is said to 
have been cast^a^ay in a tempest raised by witchcraft 
while returning from thence to his house in Fife, for 

' Which sbiVlc'unfortunate old' wdmetl Were eScectrted. 
The western extremity of the island consists of pdr- 

' pendicutar cliffs, of a blackish c6lour, in sotrre |»ii't8 
IGO feet high, irregularly fissured, and of a columnrar 

' 'structure. Behind these rocks, on the highest emi- 

' nonce, the new lighthouse is erected, which is a hand* 
some structure, with a square tower, Where the re- 

■fl6<*ting rights are placed. 

The southern coast had the most fertile appedr* 
itnce : in the words of Ferguson, 

'* Here, the verdant shores * 

( . 7>MmwMinewft^Min«Mf andiiegSleonr^iglit 

With caves, that andent time, in days of yqn^ 
' ' Sequeitef'A fbrtlie haunt of drakl iMMk . . 

There to femain In solitary eelL , ^ 

Towards the east, the island slopes in a long^Iqw 

. ridfire of rocks into the water. The bnrds found' hers 

are chiefly such as frequent the Bass, with, the ex- 

cejption of the gamiet, which,' after akimmingt the 

. ^ waves, Teturns to pestle in her favoc^tite rock. * f 
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^A moH imtable Companwh ia (lie HUtory cfDmibaf. 

Recently published, and to &e had at the shop of W* MrLLia, J>ii|^bar| 
and of J. MiLLia, East Lothian Printing-office, Haddington, 

'Tfic$ lOi* &dm ikett^perfin^ m ^i/oi$,f and d<. ikejine paper m I voit hdi^ 

ILLUSTEATKD IT XMBLQCATICAL JEKaBAYnrOS, 

3^]iltlatr ]^iloj9l(B#t)S ; 

Oa, THX 

BOOK OF NATURE LAID OPEN 

UPON CHRISTIAN PBINCIPL"E8, 

▲lis AOaUEABLY TO XHS UORTS OF MOOKJ^K SCUlfCK AND TBE ra0«RXS« 

Of vaw fi(5C0Y$aT, 

BY A. IS A.TTVS OV BITHBAB. I 

IM WBICB 18 BSBCaUSD, 

Tbs Geological Structnre of the sea-coast, not only in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Dunbar, and so far as the county of East Lothian 
extends to the eastward ; but, of thai interesting portion of the, ad- 
joining coast of Berwickshire, which formed part of what the author 
has been pleased to designate as the Geologist*i Alphabet^ where he 
may learn from Nature the first rudimeuta of the science, and l^ 
thence brought forward to the comprehension of her sublimer studie^ : 
and embracing within its bounds, a spot, that, of late years,, has been 
deemed of sufficient importance to- attract the attention o^ and to 
be visited by^ three of the most eminent luminauef of modern 
science* 

And this, the reader will- observe, is not given in* a dry systenv^ticfil 
detail ^>ounding with abstruse terms and technicalities of diffii:ult com- 
prehension by the untutored mind, Wt in a way pleasing and familiar 
to the most simple student of nature. In the alluring ^rms of some 
delightful sea^side rambles in the neighbourhood of Dunbar, — of a 
walk along the coast at the Cove shore — a visit to that geological cu- 

^.riosity^ the Siccar Point — and the result of a voyage along the base of 
that stupendous natural break-water, formed by a cross section of .the 
LAmmermoor hillsi and which, in the words of the author, ** forms so 
ftsiking an object, when seen to the eastward of Dunbar, stretching 
into the bosom of the ocean, like some enormous mole of truly g|. 

"gantic. dimensions, until it is lost to the view at St Abb's Head.*' 

If, in addition to the information to be derived from this highly, 
amusing as well as truly interesting seo'tide survey^ the reader is.dis- 
posed to accompany the author in his researches more inland, and .to 
add to it, the lessons to be learned from ^' the Fairy Castles, that have 
emerged, or are now. emerging with a little assistance from art, from 
under ground, in the mountainous district, to the west of the village 
of Oldhamstocks," — the appearance of the Granite upon Fasney water, 
near Sparkleton, the highest hill in that part of -the Lammemioor 
range — ^e internal conformation of those enormous masses of clink- 
stone porphyry, shooting up in the likeness of two huge excrescences, 
under the names of Traprair^ ^nd North Berwick Law, and fonping 
foch afilting objects amida (the surrounding scenery j— it is bop«l 
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.-(•lNMW^HV«Uirtion/.fq|M»ciaUy bf those who an led to haunt thene to^i^f 

•faoKti iDflttedt it may be, do less by a ifish to eontenifili^te the objeM 

which datare tb^e presents td the view, in s» many instruetiTe and 

**€mgtgimgtaimh.tbmi^M'd/tA9 to Amseover the theatre of so iqany ^ 

ring and bloody exploits, though rendered now, doubly interesting^ 

from the many well-attested traditionary riecollections,^ and historical 

reeofds ^th wfaidi they must henceforth be assed«ted» Fhr» although 

the work^ arita name hnpUes, certainly takes by far^ wider range, — 

yet, from the graphic descriptiMH therein given of many of those loca- 

- UtieB, which otherwise might have escaped the notice of even the most* 

^careful casual visitor ; — ^the nttnemus remarkable interesting natural 

iqppeannees, peculiarities and curiesities, which it collects, concen- 

. trates, and brings forwavd into a more prominent point of view, tn tM» 

'particula*' phge of the Book of Nithtre, arising^ b» doiiilt ipamtkm aa« 

thor being a native of the -place, Und the less likely, on that account, tO' 

overlfok any thing eemarkable in its neighboHrhoed, ^oipwot fail ta 

render the work peculiarly interesting,, to the mere permanent resi^ 

denter, as well as t» the ooeasienal visitor of these parts. 

Indeed, but -^e it, the ve ge t a b le curiosities of l^ingham^sudo^ BlAI 
' night, a$ to manift. have put Ibrth their beauties, like the rose. i» the de^ 
' sert, unseen or unknown ;*^>but for it, the entombed forest in the neigh*' 
' bourhood of West Bams— the still more recent disappeacanoe of > the 

* Wflls of the old chapel from the links at Skateiuwsheire,^-aad oth« Uk» 
' ditatfons of the progressive encroediment oi the sea4m.thiapari; oC the> 

•oast might, as to m<r<r, have remained a sealed letter ;«-and, but ior k, 
' and the mfermation given by the same authorin theCbeap^Magasine, the 
' solitary wanderer by these rocky shores, might have returned frook bis. 
''eiCiirsion, unaware that those wonderful anomalies of creation, knbwik 

hy natusalists under the denomination of Animal Flowers, hadtliere« ia 
^•och idrandance, *' a locsl habitati<m and a name,*' 

But there is another point of ti^, in which Po/ui/cr PkUomphy must 
hecome eiceedingiy interesting as a companion-to the Hl^stovy of Du^ 

* bar ; It may be con&idlered, as an extension or {mdengation of the his- 

* tery of that once important fortalice,-^-carrying the mind back to ai^ 
. epoch, when the very rockt tkemseivet upon which that proud castle 

once frowned defiance, and upon which its mouldering ruins now t^t* 

tcr,^->may be supposed as emerging from the bosom of the mufaty 

abyss, propelled by the powerful and energetic impulse of the mrnUeiy 

'of the Mmighty / — ^and, bringing matters downwards to a period, whefj^ 

'lonely and deserted by its former noisy and turbulent inmates, — iHe- 

solitary Animcd JP/owef»,' described in the work, alone stands centinel, og- 

*lwlde its court, or raceives its visitora withiR its dacksome carenu 

But, the local descriptions of this work, it will be seen, are n«t 
'Its chief recommendation — ^the iStHlowing extracts* (all that we can ' 
make room for,) trqm mote than afiUl sheet of printed Testimonials, Uk 
favour of the work eu a wholes are respectfully submitted to the reader? 



** This is a useful, meritorieiis, and unpretending little work, on N»«. 
. tural Philosophy, by the author of that much valued Poor Man'^s. 
Fsiend, *■ The Cheap Magazine,* We have perused it witl^ much ^jr- 
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iitifteti»A^ aildtlo nioit Reskateftd state ovf -coavidtiofl, tlmC ift ifill b« 
■ •ft>oii«l one of the most beaeficml works of the. kind which- has yet ooftio 
, Mbre the pi2f»lxe."*-*6l7<U!^(n& Mechanics^ M<kgazine% Juhf 29, 1826: '■' 

** We are satisAed, a greater quantity of sound nnatter, pore instrue* 
•lion, and good feeling, has not been submitted to the public." — InvH^ 
.nets Courier^ October 18, 1826. 

** The mind stored with the usefal and incontrorertible facts so 

abundantly diffused through them, and the conduct guided by the ]es« 

'SOUS of wisdom and- genuine religion which they contain, will form a 

. character, not altogether unlike that which the lord of the creation otfgAl 

• tp possess. *'•*-* J^c^in^Mr^t Observer, 5th DfcemJber 1826. 

^* The writer takes a wide range through the varions animal, mi* 
neral, and vegetable kingdoms ; and has, we think, happily succeeded 
in condensing within a manageable compass a great mass of scientific 
inforraatian.**' — Caiedonimn Mercury, December 25, 1826. 

-^» This appears to us to be a "rery useful and fiVgenious boolc, writ. 
'ten- in an easy^ chaste, and sometimes elegant style. The author's mo* 
tires are praiseworthy in the extreme; and while he points out io us 
the visible wonders of the creation, he endeavours by numerous appro. 
prMtleaiid forable scriptural quotations, to raise the mind *from ua> 
tuce up to nature's Gtidm' -^^-^-^Duinfries Courier, Jan. 2, 1827. ? 

** A vast deal no doubt, has been, of late years, written to ezdte the 
'curiosity of ingenious youth, and lead their minds to the contempla- 
tion of> the higher and nobler works of nature ; but we do not recoUeci 
to have seen any thing fall from the press in our time-^ comprising s4> 
inttcb in so Utile a coropass.".^^^ Adveriuer, Jdfu 25i 1627. 

** This very modest and unobtrusive work, which is fraught with the 
i)est feelings of the human heart, is highly creditable to its author, who 
hiA bestowed upon the composition of it no little erudition and science ; 
and the inference he draws to support his views of a superintending 
and beneficent providence, hre sometimes original, and at all times ia* 
gem6vtn,**'-^Edinburgh ff'eektt^ Chronicle, Jkn. 91, 1827. 

" We are indebted for « The Book of Nature Laid Open' to the in^ 
genlous author of the Cheap Magazine, a work which has the merit of 
having powerfully aided in calling into existence those numerous un\ 
'dertakings, of a similar kind, which have since been so successful in 
diffusing knowledge among the lower classes. We know of no work 
that can be placed with more propriety in the bands of the young. It 
is impossible to read it and not have the mind improved, and its con-, 
iceptions of the Great Xiuler of the Universe enlarged and elevated.*'-* 
Stirling JourncUt Feb, 1. 1827. 

" I know few things better calculated to open the minds of youtiii 
ftnd inquiring artisans, than the study o( the great Book of Nature ; 
and thb Christian feeling whidi runs through your ^ i*opular Fhilpsp* 
pliy* renders it tenfold useful.'* — Rev* Dr Duncan of RuikwelU 

*^ A talent for compressing ; fur extracting the quintessence of im- 
pOTtant subjects, has enabled the author of Popular Philosophy* to fa* 
miliariae our youth with the elements of science, in subservience to the 
noblest exercise of reason and afiection."--.lfrj Grant, U4e tf Duthii^ ^ 

''The great moral end of all philosophy, too often overlooked by its 
ftudenta, is kept continually in view; and the work is therefore cal- 
culated tahave a peculiarly beneficial efiect on the minds of the .young. 
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Br Dtfviten, T r M neif of CItiI tnd N«tiir»r Hiftory in die ManV 
' cImI College, Aberdeen, has ghren hit ¥8101516 testimony to the chs- 
racter of the work ee-<*^a irerj excellent and instructive treatise, and, 
from the popular and easy manner in which the various subjects are treat- 
ed, calculated to become estensiTel; useful. '* — Leeds Merc, Mar, S. 1 827. 

*' A book which does credit both to the aothor*s judgment and taste, 
while it tends to counteract the pernicious influence of frantic Material-' 
itm and gloomy InfidelUy,** — Front a minuter rfthe Oiurch of Scotland, 

** The subjects it embraces are numerous and important, and Che 
jnanner in which they are treated appears to me to reflect the highest 
credit on the talents and the principles of the author, who possesses n<^ 
ordinary powers of successful condensation ; since few books contain 
so much important matter in such small bounds. I know no class of 
readers to whom this valuable little work may not be with propriety 
recommended.*' — Rev. James Thom^m, one of the ministert of Dundee, 

" The two volumes, entitled * Popular Philosophy/ I have ^rused 
with much satisfaction, 1 have no hesitation in expressing my appro- 
bation of the design and execution of the work, and hope it will re. 
ceive, as it well deserves, tiie approbation of the public** — Rev, J. Brown, 

** During last winter, I delivered a short course of popular lec- 
tures in our philosophical institution, on the subject of Geohgy, Had 
your publication come under my notice in the course of these lectures, 
I would not only have warmly recommended it to my hearers, but have 
enriched my lectures with some interesting quotations from its pages.'* 
->JRtfu» Robert Rums, minister of Paisley, 

« Your excellent work, entitled, ' Popular Philosophy, &c.* I have 
l<>oked at with some attention, and really think it well calculated to 
answer the ends you have in view, — the proianotion of science, and its 
subserviency to a religious education. — Rev, Dr Mavor, near Oxford. 

*' I have read your ' Popular Philosophy* with much pleasure, it pre* 

seots within a small compass, a great variety of useful instruction ; ex* 

plains many of the operations of nature in a perspicuous and pleasing 

manner, and by its judicious and appropriate reflections, associates 

knowledge with that piety which is the perfection of wisdom.** — Rev, 

JDr Henry Belfrage, author of Monitor to Families, ^c, ^c. 

** In this Mge when tbe spirit of inquiiy is so keen, and when no effort is left untried to 
disseminate knowledge, these volumes must meet with a cordial reception from all tbe gen> 
nine friends of physical science.*'— Berwick Advertiser, May 6th, 1827' 

** The free, conversational, and sometimes humouroua manner of the writer of. * Popular 
Philosophy ; the total absence of every thing alarmingly abstruse, the careful avoidance of 
theory whew downright certainty can be obtained, and the mass, or more properly speaking, 
we ought to call them, the orderly arra^ of illustrations from almost every possible source^ 
ioin to form altogether one of the most mteresting works we. have ever perused.' * NewcasHe 
Magacine, August 1827. 

« We luive examined this work thtot^hout, with much care, and we do not hesitate to 
anrm, that it b highly excellent."— Evangelical Magarine, Sc^ 1827. 

** This has been strongly recommended ; and has been sent to us as 'peculiarly »^nrtfif 
for village, itinerating, or gajrden libraries.' "— I.oudon'sCardener*8 Mag. Nov..I827. 

*' The approaches to knowledge, no longer steep and ragged, have now multifarioas ave- 
nues, and these have been concentrated In two small volumes, justly entitled, * Popular Phir 
losophy." — Inverness Courier, 11th June, 1838.. 

"^We have been much pleased with a perusal of these volumes, and would strongly TcoBm- 
mend them, as containing a valuable compendium of usefiil knowledge."— lihp.Mag.Au9.18S8i.- 

" I have reed with pleasure that little book which you handed me a short time an>, 
called ' Popular Philosophy^ &c.' and I certainly consider it a publication, ptMsessing no om- 
aary degree of merit, and highly deserving the attention of the public."— From a Minister. 

** 1 wish to have another oopv of « Popular Pliilosophy' to make a New 'Sear's Gift of it s» 
fomc young persons. To me ft appears to be an excellent book. "-"Rev. Eben. Brown. 

*' 1 have looked into your work at about a doien different places, and have always ftMUi4 



